UNCLASSIFIED 
AD  NUMBER 


AD387622 

CLASSIFICATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

unclassified 

FROM: 

confidential 

LIMITATION  CHANGES 

TO: 

Approved  for  public  release,  distribution 
unlimited 


FROM: 

Controlling  DoD  Organization:  Assistant 
Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development 
[Army],  Washington,  DC  20310. 


_ AUTHORITY _ 

30  Jun  1978  per  DoDD  5200.10  document 
marking;  Adjutant  General's  Office  [Army] 
ltr  dtd  29  Apr  1980 


THIS  PAGE  IS  UNCLASSIFIED 


SECURITY 

MARKING 


The  classified  or  limited  status  of  this  report  applies 
te  each  page,  unless  otherwise  marked. 

Separate  page  printouts  MUST  be  narked  accordingly. 


THIS  DOCUMENT  CONTAINS  INFORMATION  AFFECTING  THE  NATIONAL  DEFENSE  OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES  WITHIN  THE  MEANING  OF  THE  ESPIONAGE  LAWS,  TITLE  18, 
U.S.C.,  SECTIONS  793  AND  794.  THE  TRANSMISSION  OR  THE  REVELATION  OF 
ITS  CONTENTS  IN  ANY  MANNER  TO  AN  UNAUTHORIZED  PERSON  IS  PROHIBITED  BY 
LAW. 


NOTICE:  When  government  or  other  drawings,  specifications  or  other 
data  are  used  for  any  purpose  other  than  in  connection  with  a  defi¬ 
nitely  related  government  procurement  operation,  the  U.  S.  Government 
thereby  incurs  no  responsibility,  nor  any  obligation  whatsoever;  and 
the  fact  that  the  Government  may  have  formulated,  furnished,  or  in  any 
way  supplied  the  said  drawings,  specifications,  or  other  data  is  not 
to  be  regarded  by  implication  or  otherwise  as  in  any  manner  licensing 
the  holder  or  any  other  person  or  corporation,  or  conveying  any  rights 
or  permission  to  manufacture,  use  or  sell  any  patented  invention  that 
may  in  any  way  be  related  thereto. 


i 


-  fr*  COMBAT  OPERATION  AFTER  ACTION  REPORT 

00 


CO 


(EjmcMEL 


1 .  NAM&  AND  TYPE  OF  OPERATION:  1 st  Infantry  Division  Operation 
BIRMINGI&M  Search  and  Destroy.  References  Maps  Vietnam,  1 :50,000 
Sheets  6M4  I,  6244  IV,  6244  I,  6145  II,  6245  II,  6245  HI,  6145  I, 
6245  IV,  645  I,  6146  II,  6246  III,  6246  II,  6144  II,  62 44  HI, 

6244  IH  faU  III,  6344  6345  III,  6345  IV. 

2.  DATES  COOPERATION;  240630H  April  1966  -  171800H  ilay  1966. 

3.  GENERALS 'On  24  April  1966,  MACV  directed  Operation  BIRMINGHAM 
commenced  under  control  of  the  1st  Infantry  Division.  Division  OPORD 
8-66,  dated  19  April  1966,  specified  that  title  operation  was  to  bo  con¬ 
ducted  in  TAY  N1NH  Province.  The  area  va/ bounded  on  the  west  and 
north  by  the  CAMBODIAN  Border,  on  the  ysuth  by  the  SONG  VAM  CO  River 
and  TAY  NHJH  City  and  on  the  east  hy  jme  40  N  -  S  grid  line  (Annex  A, 
Operation  Overlay).  The  two  brigady (reinf )  operation  was  launched  to 
locate  and  destroy  VC  forces  and  base  camps  in  the  area  of  operations. 
Two  reinforced  brigades  operated  p  assigned  areas,  and  moved  rapidly 
to  successive  areas  V  helicopter  to  exploit  new  intelligence  on  VC 
troop  and  supply  installations.  Planning  was  continuous  and  orders 
were  issued  for  operations  in  new  areas  as  the  situation  developed 

a.  The  reporting  officer  for  this  report  is  Major  General  1/illii 
E.  DePuy,  Commanding  General,  1st  Infantry  Division. 

b.  Task  Organization.  Control  of  the  operation  was  exercised 

Headquarters,  1st  Infantry  Division.  A  Command  Group,  comprised  of 
Headquarters  and  Headquarters  Company  (-),  1st  Infantry  Division, 
''~'TjatedAfrom_&_tacticaJ.  .cownand  — -*•  "  'r-' 


Tst  Brigade  TaSE~foree- 
(24  April  -  6  May) 

HHC  1st  Bde(-) 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 
(24  April  -  1  May) 

2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 
2d  Battalion,  13th  Infantry 
(29  April  -  6  Hay) 

1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry 
Troop  A,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
14  Hay  -  6  May) 

1st  Battalion,  5th  Artlllery(-) 
(with  Battery  B,  2d  Battalion, 
13th  Artillary  attached) 

2d  Brigade  Task  Foroe 
(6  Hay  -  IS  Hey) 

HHC  2d  fide(-) 

let  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 

(6  May  -  7  Mayj  8  May  -  10  Hay) 
2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 
1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry 
(10  May  -  15  Magr) 


CoiEaprx 


Lt  Col  Riohard  Prill. 


Lt  Col  William  S  Hathaway 
Lt  Col  Herbert  ilcChryatal 

Lt  Col  Robert  Haldane 


Lt  Col  David  C  Rogers 


Col  Albert  E  Milloy 


Lt  Col  Earl  B  Merton 
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2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry 
(8  May  -  13  May) 

1st  Battalion,  23th  Infantry 
(13  May  -  15  Magr) 

1st  Squadron,  4tb  Cavalry (-)  Lt  Col  Laonard  L  Levans 

(8  May  -  10  May) 

1st  Battalion,  5th  ArtiUery(-) 

(with  Battery  B,  2d  Battalion, 

13th  Artillery  attached  until 
10  Kay) 

3d  Brigade  Task  Force  Col  William  D  Brodbeck 

HHC  3d  Brigade (-) 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 

(l  May  -  6  May?  10  May  -  16  May) 

2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  Lt  Col  Jack  L  Conn 

1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  Lt  Col  Lea  S  Henry 

(24  April  -  3  Hoy) 

2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry 

(24  April  -  29  April;  6  May  -  8  May) 

1st  Battalion,  28  th  Infantry 

(6  May  •  10  Hey;  12  May  -  13  Kay) 

2d  Battalion,  23th  Infantry 
(3  Mey  -  16  May) 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry(-) 

( 1 0  May  -  11  May) 

Troop  A,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry (-) 

(9  feiy  -  10  Kay) 

2d  Battalion,  33d  Artillery  (-) 

(vith  Battery  3,  1st  Battalion, 

7 Ui  Artillery  attached) 

Support  Conaand 
HHC  lot  Support  Conmand(-) 
let  Supply  and  Transport  Battalion (-) 

1st  Medical  Battalion (-) 

701st  Maintenance  Battalion (-) 

Division  Troops 
1st  Engineer  Battelion(-) 
let  Aviation  Battalion 
11th  Aviation  Battalion  (DS) 

121st  Signal  Battalion 
lat  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry (-) 

(24  April  -  7  Hay;  11  May  -  16  May) 

Troop  A,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 

(24  April  -  6  Kay;  10  Kay  -  16  May) 
lat  Battalion,  18th  Infantry 
(6  May  -  10  May) 
lat  Battalion,  28th  Infantry 
(10  Kay  -  12  May) 

Battery  B,  2d  Battalion,  13  Artillaiy 
(10  Hay  -  16  May) 

Division  Artillery  Col  Harlin  V  Caap 

HHB  Division  Artlllsry(-) 

8th  Battel! .n,  6th  Artillary(-)  Lt  Col  John  B  KoOUftart 

3d  Battalion,  319th  Airborne  Lt  Col  WlUiaa  H  Hordin 

Artill*ry(-) 

(28  April  -  11  May) 
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Lt  Col  Kyle  W  Bowie 


Lt  Col  Frank  R  Tins 


Col  Freddie  W  Gr anling 

Lt  Col  Herbert  F  Steith 
Kaj  Richard  H  Bailey 
Lt  Col  Charles  Kolankievica 


Lt  Col  Howard  L  Sargent 
Lt  Col  Harold  G  Koabaugh 
Lt  Col  John  L  Lauterbaoh 
Lt  Col  R.R.  Curington 
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Battery  A,  6th  Battalioj,  27th 
Artillery;  Battery  A,  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  32d  Artillery;  Battery 
C,  2d  Battalion,  32d  Artillery 
(6  May  -  16  May) 

1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 
(7  Hay  -  8  May) 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry (-) 

(7  May  -  8  May) 

Troop  A,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
(8  May  -  9  May) 

4.  INTELLIGEIIC3:  a.  Intelligence  Prior  to  Operation:  As  Operation 
BIRMINGHAM  began  the  intelligence  picture  contained  three  significant 
items:  (l)  War  Zone  C  is  the  headquarters  area  of  CQ3VH  and  an  area 
where  enemy  forces  could  be  rested,  trained,  and  outfitted  for  future 
operations;  (2)  Vast  storage,  supply,  and  medical  facilities  were 
located  in  the  zone,  mostly  along  the  RACK  CAI  BAC  River  on  the 
CAMBODIAN  Border;  and  (3)  Only  two  confirmed  battalions  were  held  to 
be  in  the  area  with  the  possibility  that  two  other  battalions  were 
located  there.  The  VC  had  free  use  of  War  Zone  C  and  located  many 
support  facilities  there.  The  area  is  well  suited  for  the  enemy  hit 
and- run  tactics  fob  which  he  has  ample  time  to  plan,  train,  and  rehearse 
the  details  of  an  operation  in  this  area,  including  the  critical  with¬ 
drawal  phase.  The  VC  have  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  area  and  a  well 
established  intelligence  net  which  provides  them  with  political  and 
combat  Intelligence  and  warning  of  friendly  movements.  They  possess 
the  usual  stringent  and  generally  effective  security  arrangements.  The 
enemy  has  developed  a  high  degree  of  self-sufficiency,  but  currently 
was  receiving  external  support.  His  organization  and  control  through¬ 
out  TAX  KINH  Province  gives  him  the  ability  to  draw  from  the  people  the 
manpower,  intelligence,  subsistence,  supplies,  finances,  and  most  other 
materials  required  to  support  his  actions. 

Confirmed  or  probable  units  operating  in  the  AO  included  the  C230 
and  C320  Battalions,  and  two  possible  unidentified  battalions.  Also 
reported  and  rated  P6  were  three  unidentified  regiments,  512  and  531 
Battalions,  and  C335  Company.  In  addition,  the  information  available 
on  political  organizations  indicated  the  following: 

C03VI1  (cover  designation:  Anh  Trong,  Chin  Non,  and  R)  Location  - 
WT  9334;  Political  Officer  -  Lieutenant  General  Hal  Hau. 

TA1I  BEN  Diotriet  Committee  (Cover  t?  B03)  Location  -  XT  240650; 
Secretory  -  Sung. 

DIONG  MINK  CHAD  District  Committee  (Cover  #  B36)  Location  - 
XT  3352;  Secretary  -  San  fen. 

(CAOOA2ST)  HOLX  SES  District  Coonlttee  (Cover  #  B37)  Location  - 
XT  185668;  Secretary  -  Be  Dun. 

Town  Committee  (Cover  #  BSC)  Location  -  XT  205530;  Secretary  - 
Nguyen  Van  Ly. 

The  VC  had  conducted  regimental  and  possibly  multi-regiment  alee 
attacks  in  the  UICHELIN  Rubber  Plantation  adjacent  to  War  Zone  C. 
Element*  of  271  end  273  Regiments  bed  inflicted  heavy  casualties  on 
the  A8VH  7th  Regiment  in  November.  Previous  operations  by  friendly 
elements  in  LGDG  HGCXB,  BO  BO,  and  War  Zone  D  areas  gave  evidence  that 
the  VC  mould  defend  his  base  areas. 
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A  primary  weakness  of  the  eneny  in  War  Zone  C  was  his  dependence  of 
the  support  of  the  people.  Friendly  troops  operating  within  the  area 
could  expect  to  encounter  personnel  who  had  been  forcibly  conscripted  or  • 
recruited  and  sent  there  for  training.  Host  of  these  personnel  could 
not  be  expected  to  be  highly  motivated  and  indoctrinated  and  not  yet 
fully  trained  or  equipped.  His  infiltration  points  were  subject  to  inter¬ 
diction  and  although  his  logistical  system  is  effective,  it  is  also  primi¬ 
tive  '  and  unsuited  for  sustained  operations. 

The  enety  had  the  capability  to: 

(1 )  Attack  anywhere  in  War  Zone  C  with  up  to  four  main  force 
battalions  supported  by  local  force  units. 

(2)  Reinforce  with  two  main  force  regiments  and  two  main  force 
battalions  within  three  days. 

(3)  Defend  his  bases  with  any  part  of  or  all  the  forces  listed  in 

(l)  and  (2). 

(4)  Withdraw  into  safe  havens  in  CAMBODIA. 

(5)  Restrict  or  deny,  for  limited  periods,  the  use  of  LOC's  by 
interdiction,  sabotage,  and  ambuohes. 

(6)  Ambush  friendly  forces  uith  any  of  the  forces  listed  in  (l) 
and  (2). 

(7)  Conduct  harassing  and  sabotage  attaoks  against  friendly  forces 
and  installations. 

(3)  Conduct  regimental  size  attacks  against  friendly  areas  in 
BBJH  DUOIIG,  TAI  NIMH,  DIB:  HOA,  and  HAD  NGIIIA  Provinces  in  an  attempt 
to  draw  friendly  forces  out  of  War  Zone  C  and  inflict  heavy  losses  on 
the  forces  defending  these  areas. 

Based  on  the  intelligence  estimate,  the  VC  probable  oourses  of 
action  wore: 

(1)  Continue  to  use  sabotage,  harassing  fire,  end  ambushes  to 
inflict  losses,  interdict  LOC'a,  and  overrun  email  foroes  or  lightly 
defended  areas. 

(2)  Defend  larger  base  areas  uith  foroes  available,  especially 
when  escape  is  denied,  but  withdraw  from  lesser  bases.  The  eneny  would 
probably  not  oppose  large  ecele  operations  with  major  units  nor  rein¬ 
force  with  units  outside  the  area. 

(3)  Evacuate  necessary  supplies,  equipment,  political  and  military 
headquarters,  and  large  main  force  units  to  CAMBODIAN  or  othsr  secret 
areas  adjacent  to  Uor  Zone  C. 

(4)  Start  the  "Monsoon  Offensive",  choosing  to  attack  those  areas 
weakened  by  the  deployment  of  foroes,  particularly  ARVK,  or  other 
Isolated  governeaat  bases  and  Special  Forces  Camps. 

b.  Hum y  Situation  During  Operations:  The  intelligence  picture  at  tbs 
beginning  of  the  operation  was  accurate.  Although  OOSVH  Installations 
sash  as  tbs  radio  station,  military  headquarters,  and  political  head- 
quarters  were  mot  penetrated  by  ground  troops,  little  doubt  rwlnsi! 
that  they  are  located  north  of  the  73  east-vest  prld  lias  In  Uor  Zone  C. 

I  ' 
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Installations  uncovered  show  that  the  area  is  used  for  recuperation, 
training,  and  supply.  C0SV1I  logistics  bases  near  the  CK-SODIAK  Border 
were  hit  hard. 

On  30  April,  an  enemy  battalion  was  engaged  in  vicinity  of  LO  GO 
(WT  9775).  Although  not  positively  identified,  it  was  probably  the 
C230  Main  Force  Battalion.  Intelligence  developed  during  the  opera¬ 
tion  indicated  that  the  70th  Regiment,  not  previously  identified,  is 
probably  the  military  headquarters  that  controls  and  administers  the 
various  units  assigned  to  War  Zone  C*  C230  Main  Force  Battalion  may 
be  the  3d  3attalioa  subordinate  to  the  70th  Regiment.  On  29  April  a 
rollier  stated  that  the  3d  Battalion  of  the  70th  Regiment  ua3  in  the 
vicinity  of  LO  GO.  Op  until  this  time  all  VC  encountered  were  local 
force  guerrillas . 

The  frequency  and  extent  of  contacts  increased,  indicating  an 
attempt  to  discourage  U.S.  Forces  from  continuing  along  the  river. 
Collateral  intelligence  indicated  tfyat  the  VC  uere  dispersed  in  widely 
separated  squads  and  half  squads  and  that  their  mission  was  to  delay  the 
advance  of  U.S.  Forces.  It  seemed  apparent  that  what  ever  major  defenses 
that  existed  In  TAX  II  EOT  were  further  north  in  the  CQ3VN  headquarters 
area. 

Of  the  50  suspects  detained  on  24  April,  5  were  confirmed  os  VC. 

Oh  10  Hay,  1st  Battalion,  22th  Infantry  captured  nine  men  including 
the  squad  leader  of  a  12  man  local  VC  squad.  Interrogation  revealed 
that  the  unit  had  been  formed  15  days  previously  and  hod  had  no 
military  training.  On  24  April,  a  returnee,  HGUXEN  MKG  I5HUT,  rallied. 

Ho  reported  a  base  camp  called  B65  in  the  vicinity  of  XT  445540,  con¬ 
taining  3,000,000  plaatres  worth  of 'supplies  guarded  by  20  men.  Twenty 
sampans  were  observed  by  "Lightning  Bug"  on  1  May  and  two  were  sunk  there 
on  12  Hoy.  A  bridge  capable  of  carrying  track  traffio  was  destroyed  by 
air  on  13  May  and  artillery  damaged  &  loading  dock  in  the  same  vicinity. 
Two  hundred  tons  of  rice  and  &  large  building  were  uncovered  by  another 
alrstrike.  On  15  May  an  additional  200  tons  of  rice  were  uncovered. 

On  26  April,  training  facilitiep  were  found  including  mock-ups  of 
HU-13  hellcoptora  and  U.S.  howitzers.  A  number  of  documents  dated  in 
1965  were  found  in  the  base  camp,  most  of  which  related  to  the  165A 
Reginont.  The  165A  Regiment  has  been  a  training  unit  and  this  was 
probably  one  of  Its  training  qsmpc. 

fy  the  end  of  April  some  reports : indicated  that  271 ,  272,  273  Main 
Force  Regiments  and  101  1JVA  Regiment  were  poised  to  attack  LOC  MET! 

(XU  7309)  sometime  shortly  after  9  May,  Other  reports  indicated  that  the 
271  and  273  Regiments  had  loft  War  Zone  D  headed  for  '.Jar  Zone  C  for  rest 
end  training  and  that  they  left  Uor  Zone  D  abruptly  on  24  April,  the 
date  Operation  BIRMINGUAM  begin. 

By  8  Hay  the  eneny  in  TAX  1IDJH  Province  appeared  to  be  operating  in 
five  general  areas i 

(1)  The  seven  VC  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  LZ  SAEJT  LO  (IT  2797) 
were  probably  fron  the  local  forces  charged  with  the  defense  of  impor¬ 
tant  COSTO  installations  north  of  east-yest  grid  lint  90  j 

"  v  »>. - 

(2)  Bast  of  Bout*  4  (XT  2869  -  3085)  to  about  the  45  north-eouth 
grid  line  idta re  patrols  and  visual  reoonaaissanoa  indicated  the  loca¬ 
tion  of  battalion  nd  poaalble  regimental  foroea  (this  oould  be  the 
area  to  which  271  or  273  saved,  If  tbsy  did  a eve  Into  War  Bono  C)j 
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(3)  Aircraft  continued  to  draw  fire  from  the  jungle,  the  center 
of  which  is  XT  2367  (the  encriy  force  vno  believed  to  be  relatively 
mall  with  the  mission  of  harassing  movement  along  Routes  22  and  4)  i 

(4)  from  the  beginning  of  the  operation  the  woods  vie  IT  1740, 
south  of  the  division  base,  was  the  scene  of  several  small  but  violent 
contacts  with  elements  of  a  VC  company  believed  to  be  C40; 

(5)  Shall  groups  of  guerrillas  and  possible  elements  of  C230 
Battalion  continued  to  mine  roads  and  harass  movement  with  small  arms 
and  automatic  weapons  fire  along  Route  22  from  TAX  1JU1H  City  south-east 
to  XT  3041  and  generally  east  of  the  city  to  the  SA1G0K  Rivor. 

Operations  in  the  HlCHZLBJ  Plantation  area  were  characterized  by 
the  employment  of  mines  and  booby  traps  by  the  VC.  This  was  consistent 
with  past  military  experience  in  this  area.  No  main  force  units  were 
within  the  plantation  area  but  reports  indicated  that  the  272  Regiment 
was  probably  in  the  LONG  IIGUY3J  area  east  of  the  MXCH2LEI.  A  VC  killed 
on  12  Hay  12  kilometers  northwest  of  XT  66344b,  had  an  ID  card  identifying 
him  as  a  member  of  C602.  C602  is  a  cover  name  for  J1Q4  Battalion  of  272 
Regiment.  This  indicated  the  272  Regiment  probably  moved  in  that  direc¬ 
tion  as  our  foroes  entered  the  LONG  NCUXHI  area.  However,  there  were  no 
contacts  with  larger  VC  foroes  in  the  final  phase  through  LONG  IJGOXEW. 

1  Large  base  camps  wore  located,  the  largest  of  which  was  located  at 
\XT  659464  and  probably  serves  as  the  base  area  of  272  Regiment.  The 
area  is  laced  with  trails  and  has  trenches  and  foxholes  scattered  through¬ 
out. 

:  c.  Longa  Range  Reconnaissance  Patrols:  The  Long  Range  Patrol  Detach¬ 
ment,  Project  Delta,  5th  Special  Forces  Group,  operated  in  support  of  the 
division  from  7-11  I  lay.  liany  sightings  were  made  of  small  groups  of  VC 
sfnd  indications  of  a  largo  volume  of  movement  throughout  the  area.  On  9 
liay  the  teams  from  Projoot  Delta  located  a  VC  battalion  vicinity  of  XT 
302351.  Sixteen  air  sorties  were  employed,  with  several  strikes  hitting 
groups  of  VC  resulting  in  a  probable  150  UBA.  This  battalion  was  proba¬ 
bly  from  271  or  273  Regiments , 

Division  Long  Range  Patrols  were  also  used  during  the  operation. 

Two  ostrols  ware  infiltrated  into  the  suspected  area  of  COSVH  Head¬ 
quarter*  vicinity  XT  2192.  Saae  areas  large  enough  to  support  batta¬ 
lion  sice  forces  wore  located,  but  the  teams  were  discovered  end  hod 
to  fiiht  for  extraction. 

d.  Counterintelligence 1  0P0RD  8-66  called  for  the  development  end 
execution  of  a  deception  plan  (Annex  B).  The  deception  plan  area  of 
operations  was  disseminated  during  coordination  visits  with  senior 
advisors  to  the  5th  and  25th  ARVN  Divisions.  A  deception  Freg  Order 
42-66  was  introduced  into  ARVN  channels  by  Headquarters,  II  FPORCfiV. 

The  deception  scheme  was  employed  to  deceive  the  VQ  as  to  the  actual 
area  of  operations  and  cause  him  to  move  into  the  actual  area  of  opera¬ 
tions.  Tight  security  was  maintained  on  the  actual  operations  plan. 
Reconnaissance  flights  over  the  actual  area  in  central  and  was  torn 
TAX  H2SH  Province  were  kept  to  e  minimum,  but  increased  over  the  decep¬ 
tion  plan  area.  Artillery  fires  and  pre-planned  air  strikes  were 
planned  and  requested  for  assigned  tones  in  the  deception  plan  Frag 
Order.  In  to  the  original  plan,  operations  were  planned  for 

the  plantation  area  to  the  southeast  of  TAX  HIHH  City  to  focus  attention 
away  Stem  the  planned  four-battalion  raid  against  OOSVH  Headquarters. 

e.  Terrain  end  Weather:  War  Zone  C  in  the  oorthuest  sonar  of  TAX 
MSB  Irovinoe  Is  low,  flat  land  with  gentle  slopes.  Ulth  the  oueptluo 
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of  KOI  BA  DJ2H  (*T  2253),  all  elevations  are  leas  than  100  meters,  and 
most  leas  than  50  meters.  The  area  is  generally  hea’dly  foliated  with 
dense  jungle  and  is  interspersed  with  rany  marshes,  wastelands,  streams 
and  canals.  Vehicular  movement  is  generally  restricted  to  existing  roads 
and  trails.  National  Route  22,  Provincial  Route  4»  and  several  unnumbered 
roads  comprisa  *ho  principal  road  network.  Numerous  LZs  exist  but  they 
are  subject  to  flooding  during  the  rainy  season.  In  the  Jungle  areas, 
concealment  is  generally  excellent  and  offers  sone  cover.  In  the  rubber 
plantations,  concealmsnt  iron  air  observation  is  excellent  because  of 
the  tree  canopy,  but  tbs  ground  is  usually  clear  of  secondary  growth. 

No  navigable  rirarn  exist  within  I/ar  Zone  C  except  during  the  rainy  sea¬ 
son.  Agriculture  is  the  economic  base  for  the  area,  although  soma  light 
Industry  is  present.  Approximately  10,000  people  live  in  enemy  controlled. . 
area  of  TAX  NII51I  Province. 


*  ‘ 


Initial  operations  in  the  area  indicated  the  VC  were  not  making 
extensive  use  of  the  area  east  of  the  RACH  CAI  RAC  River  because  of 
a  lack  of  water,  sparse  trail  activity,  and  thick  jungle. 

Ueather,  initially  was  hot,  dry,  and  dusty.  Temperatures  ranged 
from  maxinmms  in  the  high  90' a  to  nin lemma  in  the  mid  70' s,  but  with 
April  and  1-iiy  being  the  transitional  months  between  the  dry  and  wet 
monsoon  seasons,  temperatures  dropped  with  the  onset  of  rainy  weather. 

Ey  8  itey,  the  veathor  had  turned  bad  and  interfered  with  the  completion 
of  a  raid  against  the  suspretou  C03VN  Headquarters.  The  start  of  the 
helilift  into  LZ  ST.  L0  waj  delayed  1-*V  hours  because  of  low  ceilings  and 
poor  visibility.  Tho  same  factors  precluded  timely  preparation  of  LZ 
VERDUN.  A  oerier  of  thunderstorms  moved  from  the  southwest  across  the 
objective  area  and  the  routes  to  the  objective.  The  weather  deteriorated 
to  tho  point  where  the  operation  had  to  be  cancelled.  On  C  I  Jay,  rainfall 
at  the  division  base  was  .34  inches  with  greater  amounts  falling  over 
the  objective  area.  A  total  of  3.5  inches  had  fallen  in  the  previous 
four  days.  Cross-country  vehicular  traff icabi lity  vms  poor,  with  many 
roads  requiring  extensive  engineer  effort  to  keep  traffic  moving. 

f.  CA/Psxon 

(l)  Concept  and  execution  of  PayNar/CA  operations. 

(a)  The  Fsy’./ar/CA  operations  during  Operation  BIRUHJCHA::  wore 
oharacteriaed  by  intence  activity  aimed  at  utilisation  of  all  available 
media  targeting  two  major  groups.  The  first  of  these  groups  consisted 
of  two  targets!  the  North  Vietnamese  Regular  Force  (NVA)  and  the  Viet 
Cong  of  SVN.  The  second  group  consisted  of  tha  civilian  populace. 

This  group  ran  the  gamut  from  GVN  supporters  to  VC  sympathisers} 
generally,  they  were  apathetic  and  adopted  a  "wait  and  see"  attitude. 

(b)  As  expected  VC  military  moral#  was  initially  high  because  of 
lack  of  previous  significant  oontact  with  GVN  or  U.S.  units  is  the 
peat.  VC  living  conditions  in  the  objective  area  bed  also  been  reason¬ 
ably  comfortable.  3-52  strikes  had  previously  bean  made  but  their  suo- 
oees  and  effect  on  snsujr  morale  was  at  first,  generally  unknown. 

(c)  The  general  tenor  of  approach  to  COSVN  and  HVA  forces  was  to 
remind  them  of  the  physical  difficulties  encountered  during  their  exten¬ 
sive  march  to  the  south  to  liberate  e  people  who  do  not  desire  to  be 
liberated.  Those  forces  were  exposed  to  sir  attacks,  sickness,  sad 
lack  of  other  thn  e  bare  subsistence  diet.  1st  Infantry  Division  PsyUar 
played  upon  thane  conditions  and  the  uncertainties  that  the  future  held 
far  them.  The  approach  also  continued  the  psychological  pressures  on  the 
IU  soldiers  that  wars  Imposed  on  his  travels  down  the  BD  CSX  iOEB  Trail. 
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The  objectives  of  tho  Psyvc.r  Campaign  against  IJVA  forces  were  to  gen¬ 
erate  disaffection,  defection,  reduce  combat  effoctivonosa  in  IIVA  per¬ 
sonnel  in  IIVA  and  VC  units  in  SVH,  by  creating  diasention  between  cadre  * 
and  rank  and  file,  and  increasing  suspicion  and  security  precautions. 

(cl)  The  approach  toward  the  Viet  Cong  va3  someuhat  different, 
playing  on  family  separation,  cadres  from  outside  South  Vietnam,  and 
to  exploit  the  destruction  of  the  myth  of  VC  invincibility.  The  major 
appeal  to  the  South  Vietnamese  vas  the  Chleu  Hoi  (Open  Arms)  campaign. 

(e)  Chieu  Hoi  interrogations  indicate  that  although  some  per¬ 
sonnel  attempted  to  defect  or  rally  near  ARVN  and  US  military  base 
camps  or  GVH  facilities,  the  best  opportunities  for  defection  occur- 
during  ar.d  immediately  following  combat.  1st  Infantry  Division  leaflets 
and  loudspeaker  appeals  vero  responsive  to  field  requirements  and 
exploited  unit  identifications  and  situations  and  specifically  took 
advantage  of  ralliers  and  prisoners  gained  during  the  operation.  To 
facilitate  tho  tripicitatioc  cf  prisoners  and  ralliers  for  psychological 
warfare  a  Specified  Information  Collection  Requirement  (SICRj  was 
passed  to  G2.  Division  Psy-Op  shifted  from  general  policy  announcements 
to  specific  themes,  information  and  directions  in  tho  first  hours  of 
D-Day.  Strip  maps  showing  rallying  points  were  coordinated  with  Province 
Officials  tnd  publicised  on  D-t-1 .  The  National  Standard  Safe  Conduct  Pass 
was  used  throughout  the  operation. 

(f)  I'nss  leaflet  drops  on  the  civilian  population  wore  executed 
immediately  aftor  D-Day.  A  policy  statement  explaining  to  the  populace 
why  tho  division  was  in  the  area  was  uoed  initially.  Targeting  of  civ¬ 
ilians  was  closaly  coordinated  with  JUSPAO  ar.d  TO  Minister  of  Informa¬ 
tion  by  iir.  Ray  Spencer,  1st  Xnff.ntry  Division  JUSPAO  Representative . 
lir.  Spenoor  dreftod  and  coordinated  the  message  for  the  division. 
Follow-on  loafleting  and  loudspeaker  broadens ts  nr god  the  people  to 
remain  calm,  stay  away  from  operational  areas,  rnd  to  provide  informa¬ 
tion.  Tho  division  used  HEDCAP/CA  projects  as  a  focal  point  to  assist 
G2/1-H  Teom3  to  gather  information.  Special  attention  was  paid  to  VC 
oontrel  ■  <id  fcamlota  with  appeals  made  to  VC  wives  to  urge  their  husbands 
and  none  to  rally. 

(g)  Among  the  opportunities  initially  developed  for  exploitation 
were  destruction  of  base  camps,  security  complexes  end  logioticel  caches j 
Impending  danger  to  civilian  cadre  in  COSTOj  U.S.  operational  victorias) 
and  the  physical  display  of  U.S.  Faroes. 

(h)  fevers!  missions  for  the  first  two  deys  were  preplanned. 
Included  were  aerial  leafletlng  and  the  division  land  tail  of  tho 
convoy  handing  cut  Intelligence  Information  Leaflets.  These  leaflets 
wero  cleared  by  G2/iiI  who  assured  the  division  the  money  to  pay  for  the 
Information. 

(l)  Qa  the  evening  of  D-Dey  the  division  began  producing  locally 
developed  leaflets  at  a  rata  of  approximately  100,000  every  eight  hours. 
Development  and  ooordinaticn  vas  expedited  by  the  ostablishesat  of  a 
full  time  1st  Division  G5  Liaison  Of  near  at  li'XV  Sector  Hoad  quarters. 
The  division  started  using*  locally  prepared  leaflets  at  1200  hours,  Dfl. 

(j)  In  addition  to  media  previously  mentioned,  Vietnamese 
Information  Sorvioe  (VIS)  performed  grand  loudspeaker  miss  Ions  in 
coordination  with  ARVB  and  U.S.  Pqdlar  Detachments.  The  use  of  burners, 
newspapers  and  posters  jmrnparod  by  the  Division  JUSPAO  Representative 
echnssaed  division  coverage.  Civic  action  operations  vers  primer  Jly 
oriented  thrash  1CDCAP  n  and  refines  relief.  IfiDCAP  ttM  treated 
/ 
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patients  throughout  the  csrit^j.  city,  surrounding  haslets,  and  in 
disputed  areas.  The  location  of  specific  H2DCAP  sites  wero  coordinated 
with  province  officials .  Joint  GVll/lst  Infantry  Division  IDDCAP 
operations  were  conducted  ao  a  result.  The  cooperation  of  provincial 
health  workers  increased 'the  number  treated  and  enhanced  the  image  of 
both  the  division  and  local  officials.  1EDCAP  operations  were  sup¬ 
ported  by  attached  ARVI1  Civil  Affairs  and  Psychological  Operation  Teams. 
Exploitation  of  IL33CAP  by  1G  personnel  developed  useful  psychological 
operations  information.  The  division  distributed  relief  supplies  to  two 
refugee  camps  on  three  occasions  in  coordination  with  district  officials. 
School  supplies,  sowing  and  cloth  kits,  rice  and  other  foods  were  dis¬ 
tributed  to  230  needy  families  (approximately  *400  people).  Direct 
face  to  face  cor.muni cation  with  over  13,000  people  was  accomplished  by 
the  attached  ARVTJ/CA  and  PsyUar  Teams.  These  included  speeches  to 
IIEDCAP  crowds,  groups  at  market  squares  and  street  comers,  end  house  to 
house  visits.  This  highly  personal  effort  by  the  attached  Vietnamese 
units  increased' the  impact  of  Division  PsyUar  thoae3. 

(k)  Division  loaded  12,0Gu  leaflets  in  200  artillery  1C5mm 
projectiles  for  on  call  requests.  This  leaflet  was  a  surrender  appeal 
to  surrounded  or  cut  off  VC  units  and  for  rapid  exploitation  of  local 
actions.  The  division  had  an  additional  300  rounds  of  propaganda 
projectiles  avtdiablo.  - 

(2'  As  a  separate  action .within  the  frame  work  of  Operation 
BIRMIRGHAM,  the  1st  Infantry  Division  moved  to  the  area  of  the  IGCUELIN 
Plantation  to  conduct  a  week's  operations.  It'  wan  decided  to  conduct 
"fear"  operations  using  the  following  general  approach: 

(a)  Convince  members  of  the  VC  Military  Forces  that  the  danger 
of  death  is  so  great  that  they  will  rally  in  spite  of  their  other  fear3. 

(b)  Reassure  them  of  good  treatment  by  the  US/GVU  officials  to 
whom  th-y  report,  and  good  treatment  by  the  Government  of  Vietnam 
thereafter. 

(c)  Ibid  out  a  tangible  hope  that  their  families  can  be  evacuated 
from  VC  controlled  areas  and  thereby,  removed  from  danger. 

(d)  "Foar"  propaganda  topics. 

1.  General  fear  of  growing  US/GVII  night. 

2.  Fort  of  the  B-52,  regarding  its  surprise  destructiveno38 
and  the  inadequacy  of  shelter  once  thought  safe. 

3.  Fear  of  artillery  otrikeB,  especially  VT. 

4.  Fear  of  bombing  and  strafing  from  all  types  01  aircraft 
end  helicopters. 

5.  Foots  induced  by  the  mounting  casual ty  rate. 

6.  Fear  of  being  slandoned,  wounded  on  the  battlefield, 
especially  under  the  VC  policy  of  giving  priority  for  evacuation  and 
treataant  to  the  lightly  wounded. 

(3)  Results. 

(a)  Approximately  20,000,000  leaflets  were  dropped  during  the 
£0  day  period.  Five  thousand,  five  hundred  M2DCAP  patients  were 

CONFIDENTIAL 

t 


iHWHIWm  MM* 


« Ah  ~ 
4™ 


9 


treated  and  a  multitude  of  .aigineer  Civic  Action  projects  were  accomp¬ 
lished.  One  thousand,  fo*ur  hundred  refugees  wore  provided  supplies, 
including  150  generated  by  division  operations. 

(b)  "County  Fair"  and  "Hay  Day"  Fsytfar  Offensive  Operations 
appeared  to  bo  effective.  Initial  analysis  of  th9  1st  Infantry  Division 
May  Dry  PsyUor  Offonsivo  reveal  that  utilization  of  the  Division  Band 

and  AUVII  1st  PsyWar  Battslion  Cultural  Team  in  conjunction  \rith  a  weapons 
display,  MADCAP  teams  and  bouse  to  house  GA  operations  forced  the  VC  on 
the  defensi.e.  There  ware  no  VC  inspired  May  Day  incidents  reported  in 
TAX  WISH  City. 

(c)  Thirty-eight  Cliieu  Hoi  ralllers  returnad  to  division/GVrl 
offic’.MLs  daring  operations.  Thirty  were  attributed  by  Chicu  Hoi 
officials  to  1st  Infantry  Division  operations..  Criteria  utilised  was 
that  a  rallier  stated  the  primary  reason  for  defection  was  1st  Infantry 
Division  PsyOp  activities.  Generally  it  was  found  that  the  aver  ago 
ralliar  was  30  years  old,  literate  and  &  local  guerilla.  All  stated 
during  interrogation  that  they  had  read  1st  Jhfantry  Division  leaflets, 
howcwir  only  two  leaflets  were  brought  in.  tost  ralllers  stated  that 
no  leaflets  wore  bnnight  in  because  the  cadre  had  declared  a  death 
penalty  for  possession  of  a  leaflet.  Two  r alii era,  VC  guerillas,  had 
in  their  pc.uaosoion  a  Safe  Conduct  Pass,  numbers  224735AD  and  957497Z. 
Additional  C’jj.eu  Eoi  roturneos  con  bo  expected  to  rally  at  the  fir3t 
opportunity  as  a  result  of  division  operations. 

1.  Dalliera  gave  the  following  reasons  for  rallying:  lack  of 
sufficient  fool;  lad:  of  medical  care;  no  pay;  lonalinirs  for  family; 
unkopt  premises  nnd  loadors  who  treated  them  like  "dogs". 

2,  Specific  research  was  conducted  as  to  the  effect  of  B-52 
Bombers.  Of  the  23  rulliorB  Questioned  On  thi3  subject,  25  stated 
tliat  they  had  road  about  or  seen  the  B-52  raids.  Following  are  their 
fears  in  order  of  priority:  foar  of  boing  buried  olive;  i'ofr  of  the 
bomb  fragments;  fear  of  the  noioo  caused  by  the  explosion  of  the  bomb 
and  bla;iv.;  foar  of  the  bomber  itself  (unseen,  unhoard,  ghostlfko). 

2.  tore  unusual  is  that  24  ralllers  exprossed  fear  of  the 
helicopter  guoscip.  Tula  can  be  attributed  to  the  abnormal,  amount  of 
division  fire  teams  operating  in  an  area  where  only  a  few  h&vo  operated 
previously. 

(dl  Leaflets  prepared.  Attached  at  Annex  C  are  samples  end 
translations  of  leaflets  prepared  by  1st  Intently  Division  Fsy'Jur 
elements. 


5*  MISSION :  Toe  1st  Infantry  Division  was  assigned  the  mission  by 
OCfiJlSdvOtf  of  ooaducting  operations  deep  into  Uar  Z^na  C  in  conjunction 
with  AllVN  III  Corps  Forces  to  locate  and  destroy  VO  forces  supply 
caches  end  base  estops. 

6.  Ccau-TPT  or  QP2RATIPN:  OPORD  8-66  specified  that  Operation 
BIRilLIGlLul  would  be  oondusted  in  five  phases. 

> 

Those  I  (24  Apr  -  25  Apr),  During  this  phase  tue  division (-)  was 
to  movo  into  the  area  of  operation.  3d  Brigade  would  introduce  one 
infantry  battalion  and  oao  artillery  battery  by  helicopter  to  aousvo  in 
LZ  for  the  reminder  of  the  brigade  to  deploy.  A  fixed  ying  aircraft 
shuttle,  to  TAX  BUIS  3,  was  to  start  on  the  morning  of  D-D«y  to  bring 
in  the  remainder  of  the  3d  Brigade,  the  1st  Brigade,  and  tuo  infantry 
battalions  of  the  21  IWgade.  Battalions  would  thou  be  holijifted  to 
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LZ'a  In  respective  AO's  altar  closure  into  TAY  HEJH  3  airfield.  A  road 
convoy  would  deploy  to  the  di/ision  base  at  TAY  NHJH  to  position  combat 
support  and  combat  service  support  elements  and  establish  a  division 
base  a roa  for  the  operation.  Phase  I  was  to  terminate  when  all  forces 
are  in  tbo  AO. 

Phase  II  (24  Apr  -  30  Apr).  Operations  to  be  conducted  in  AO  BEJIGK 
and  FORD.  During  this  phase,  brigados  will  conduct  search  and  destroy 
operations  in  assigned  areas  of  operation.  Because  the  strength  and 
location  of  VC  in  the  AO  woro  unknown,  operations  would  initially  bo 
of  ’K-.ttali.cn  size.  Intelligence  reports  indicated  the  area  ef  opera¬ 
tion  contained  major  base  crop  complexes  defended  by  caro  t-nkor  femes. 

Th«  objective  of  Phase  II  therefore  was  to  locate  and  destroy  tho  base 
camps  and  their  defenders. 

Phene  III  (29  Apr  -  2  iJay).  During  this  phase,  brigades  wore  to 
conduct  operations  in  AOs  NASH  and  0LD3MDBIL3  to  locate  and  destroy  VC 
forces.  Change  1  to  0P0RD  S-66  deleted  U.£.  Forces  operating  in  these 
ACs  and  allocated  these  areas  to  the  25th  ARVN  Division  Task  Force. 

Phase  TV  (3  I £27  -  6  ilay).  Operations  in  AO  DODGE  and  PLE100TH. 

The  objective  during  this  phase  was  for  brigades  to  conduct  search  and 
destroy  operations  to  locate  a  major  VC  headquarters  and  base  camp  * 
reported  lor/ .led  vicinity  XT  3131.  Because  of  unknoun  strength  and 
loeatien  of  VC  forces,  brigades  uould  operate  initially  in  battalion 
3ize  formations. 

Phasa  V  (7  liay  -  0  Ilay).  Redeployment  to  base  conp3.  During  tliis 
phase,  brigades  will  extract  forces  to  base  comps  try  fixed  and  rotary 
wing  aircraft.  A  vohicle  convoy  would  be  utilized  to  rodeploy  supplies . 
and  equipment  to  assigned  areas. 

Fire  support  planning  included  artillery,  tactical  air,  and  armed 
helicortoro  to  be  placed  on  LZ's  and  to  be  provided  throughout  the 
operation  os  harassing  and  interdiction  fires  and  fires  on  targets  of 
opportunity. 

Planning  called  for  flexibility  in  execution.  Areas  of  operation 
uoro  to  bo  adjusted,  taking  advantage  of  new  intolligance. 

Frag  Order  44-66 1  Tho  maneuver  units  wore  to  occupy  an  assembly  area 
with  3d  Drigads  on  1  Iby  followed  by  1st  Brigado  on  2  I'my.  0~>er ntiona 
would  be  conducted  to  the  east  and  northeast  (Annex  D),  preparing  to 
oontlnue  operations  in  Uar  Zone  C  by  airmobile  assault  to  north  of  Base  5* 

Frag  Order  45-66 «  During  this  phase  of  Operation  BXKQKGIIAii  each 
brigado  would  oonduot  a  series  of  opoolfio  battalion  size  operationa. 

Bat  tali ono  were  to  conduct  saturation  patrolling,  cordon  and  search 
operations  and  eagle  flights  In  as  sign  od  AO's  to  oover  maximum  terrain 
in  the  limited  tine  available.  Fire  support  would  be  provided  by  D3 
end  GS  artillery.  (Annex  S) 

Frag  Order  46-64  directed  that  Operation  BQ22HGBAI1  oontlnue  during 
the  period  7-9  iiay.  Fotom  would  be  employed  to  locate  end  destroy 
tho  headquarters  of  Central  Office  South  Viotnam  (0039!)  reportedly 
located  at  XT  217918.  9m  raid  type  operation  would  be  conducted  in 
four  phasos. 

Phase  I  (6  -  P  i  fay)  A  deoeptloa  plan  would  be  implemented  with  the 
alternate  00S7N  Headquarters  located  at  XT  3262  aa  the  objective.  A 
forward  artillery  baa#  would  be  established  at  Bum  4  and  Intense 


confidential 


1 

COMF'Cr^rtAL 

artillery  fire  and  air  stales  would  be  directed  into  the  deception 
plan  area. 

Phase  II  (3  May)  One  infantry  battalion  and  one  artillery  bat¬ 
talion  from  TP  Hollingsuorth  would  be  landed  at  a  forward  artillery 
base  near  the  CAM30DIA1J  Border.  After  a  3-52  strike  on  C0SV17  Head-  v 
quarters  a  naseive  artillery  and  air  preparation  would  be  placed  on 
landing  senes.  The  remainder  of  TF  Hollingsworth  (three  infantry 
battalions)  would  land  in  the  objective  area  end  move  to  the  objective 
vhil*  blocking  on  the  north  and  south  (Annex  P).  One  ARVU  Airborne 
ba.t.i*licd  wan  to  land  vicinity  LZ  ST.  LO  and  conduct  local  soarch  and 
destroy  operations. 

Phono  111  (S  -  9  ray)  After  completion  of  the  initial  attack  on 
COCVH  Heodrjirrters,  TP  Hollingsworth  would  conduct  a  search  to  locate 
and  destroy  additional  elements  and  base  camps  in  the  same  area. 

Peace  IV  (9  May)  .detraction  to  be  made  by  helicopter. 

Five  support  was  to  be  provided  from  two  artillery  bases  and  by 
docs  air  rapport  sorties. 

Frog  Order  47-66  directed  that  the  division  continue  Operation 
BIMJJ’jO’t  ih  !y  conducting  scorch  and  destroy  operations  in  the  mCi\3LIH 
Plantation  and  LONG  HGCISH/Iron  Triangle  area  (Annex  G). 

Phono  I  (9-12  May)  An  i!SR  was  to  be  establishi-.l  and  operations 
conducted  in  the  MICHEL IN  Plantation  area,  searching  villages  and 
reported  VC  way  stations. 

Ph.'.vo  II  (14  -  20  May)  Brigades  operate  east  and  south  of  MICRELIE. 
2d  Br.'gode  would  attack  south  along  SAIGON  River  to  objectives  vicinity 
XT  58  V.  and  XT  7422,  while  3d  Brigade  was  attacking  east  through  LONG 
NCUYEi:  urea  to  LA I  KITS. 

7.  jSSCBTICN: 

B-1  (23  April),  The  let  Infantry  Division  prepositioned  the 
following  ’mite  and  elements  in  final  preparation  for  Operation 
BDllUfCHAili 

l3t  Prignde  -  Land  tail  of  the  brigade  convoy  (HIIC,  ,1/2  Inf,  1/2 3 
3hf)  departs!  rHCOC  VliJH  and  closed  DI  AN. 

21  Brigade  -  2d  Battalion,  ICth  Infantry  and  B  Battery,  1st  Bat¬ 
talia:,  7th  irtillery  wore  airlifted  with  24  C-123  sorties  from  P1AR  CAT 
to  BAD  THUG.  Company  B,  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  airlifted  to 
CD  CHI  v.Lth  $  CH-1D  helicopters  to  provide  personnel  for  eagle  nights 
to  i*s  coniuctod  on  D-Day  for  oonvoy  security.  The  remainder  of  the 
battalion  moved  from  BNAR  CAT  to  BI21  BOA.  The  land  tail  of  2/lC  Inf, 
2/'l6  Inf,  and  1  /7  Arty  olosad  to  DI  AN. 

jd  Brigade  -  Lead  ull  of  the  brigade  (HHC,  D  Co  let  Sngr  fti, 

2/23  Inf )  roved  from  BdN  CAT  to  PHD  LOI. 

W.v  Arty  -  A  Troop,  1/4  Cav,  Ikigr  Det,  and  6/6  Arty  deport  PHD  LOI 

and  closed  CD  Oil.  ' 

« 

D-Dsv  (?,l  April).  PHASE  X  of  Operation  BXBZIHICSAII  ocemnced  at 
0630  with  a  lrav»  air  aasanlt  involving  Air  Faroe  «nd  Iraj  fixed  'ring 
aircraft  and  Any  haliooptare.  Two  infantry  battalions  and  supporting 
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artillery  were  lifted  simultaneously  into  LZ's  while  the  remaining  four  j 

infantry  battalions,  supporting  artillery,  command  and  logistical  troops 
and  equipment  were  moved  to  the  operational  area  by  road  convoy,  and 
C-130  and  CV-2  aircraft.  The  first  brigade  move  to  the  area  of  opera¬ 
tion  was  accomplished  with  a  combination  of  a  motor  convoy  and  airlift 
of  elements  of  nil  three  battalions  from  31121  HOA  and  PHUQC  VIU3I  Airfields. 

The  3d  Brigade  moved  to  the  operational  area  by  land  and  air.  The 
2d  Battalion,  l8th  Infantry  had  staged  at  DAB  TL2JG  on  23  April  and  was 
airlifted  to  the  forward  area.  The  battalion  had  a  fire  fight  vith  VC 
at  XT  042575  and  captured  3  of  the  enemy.  The  1st  Battalion,  16th 
Infantry  detained  50  VCS  at  XT  033576,  5  of  which  were  later  confirmed 
as  VC.  The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  closed  .into  AO  FORD  without  contact. 

Land  tail  elements  closed  the  base  camp  at  TAX  KUIH  with  only  minor 
instances  of  sniper  fire  being  directed  at  the  convoy. 

D+1  (25  April).  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  continued  with  two  brigades 
conducting  extensive  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AOs  FORD  and 
EUICK.  The  1st  Brigade  searched  generally  in  the  southwestern  por¬ 
tion  of  AO  BUICK.  The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  and  1st  Battalion, 

23th  Infantry  conducted  sweep  operations  and  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry 
patrolled  the  area  around  LZ  RED  (XT  0264),  maintaining  one  company  on 
30  minute  alert  as  a  rapid  reaction  force.  There  wore  no  significant 
contacts  or  discoveries  made  during  the  search.  The  3d  Brigade  con¬ 
tinued  operations  with  three  battalions  sweeping  to  the  southwest  in 
AO  FORD.  The  brigade  CP  was  moved  to  Bose  3  and  established  at  XT 
037576.  The  FGL  was  established  between  2d  and  3d  Brigades  along  62 
E  -  W  grid  line.  The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  swepv  with  two  companies 
and  airlifted  Company  A  by  0II-1D  to  Base  3  to  provide  security  for  the 
brigade  CP.  The  4.2  mortar  platoon  and  B  Battery,  2/33  Arty  were  lifted 
to  the  new  brigade  CP  location  utilizing  UII-1D  and  CII-47  aircraft. 

During  the  sweep  by  l/l6  Inf,  a  short  fire  fight  ensued  with  two  VC. 

The  VC  fled  and  left  one  weapon.  The  2/13  Inf  had  negative  contact 
during  the  sweep  from  Base  1  to  Base  3.  Elements  of  the  1st  Squadron, 

4th  Cavalry  provided  security  for  artillery  and  engineer  units  and 
supported  CIDG  forces  conducting  search  and  destroy  operations  vicinity 
of  TAY  NUffl. 

D+2  (26  April).  An  increase  in  the  number  of  VC  contacts  was  noted 
on  D+2  and  three  large  supply  base  complexes  were  discovered.  It  had 
become  apparent  that  major  VC  supply  installations  were  located  along 
the  CAMBODIAN  Border  and  the  eastern  bank  of  the  RACK  CAI  BAG  River. 

Four  battalions  were  dej ' oyed  to  the  west  to  search  the  jungle  area  and 
suspicious  landing  sites  along  the  river.  VC  contacts  ranged  from  squad 
to  platoon  size  forces,  with  brief  engagements  and  VC  fleeing  after  sharp 
exchanges  of  fire.  1st  Brigade  operations  were,  extensive  and  detailed 
searches  in  the  vostern  and  southwestern  portions  of  AO  BBICK.  The  1st 
Battalion,  28th  Infantry  conducted  search  and  destroy  operations  in 
vicinity  of  area  VT  982656  and  OT  990695.  Several  large  oaches  yeilded  t\ 

374  tone  of  rice,  132  tone  of  salt,  1250  meters  of  plaatio  material,  %  ^ ' 

850  sheets  of  tin,  1815  gallons  of  fuel  and  one  boat.  The  1st  Battalion,  - 
2d  Infantry  and  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  conducted  a  relief  in  place 
operation.  After  the  relief  was  affected,  the  battalion  swept  north  and 
vest  along  the  RAGH  CAI  BAG  River, 

Three  minor  oontacta  were  made  during  the  day  in  which  three  VC  were 
killed  and  a  AX  assault  rifle  was  captured.  One  exchange  of  fire  was 
with  three  VC  across  the  river  (in*  CAHBOOIA)  at  VT  9766. 

>*  l 

The  3d  Brigade  0c— ader  deployed  the  2/18  Inf  cn  a  sweep  north  and 
west  end  l/l6  Inf  sweeping  west.  The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  r wined 

CONFIDENTIAL  > 

'3 


I 


at  the  brigade  CP  in  rsssive-  During  the  sweep  b y  l/l6  Inf.  base  camps 
and  way  stations  were  discovered.  Company  C  engaged  an  unknown  mmber 
of  VC  in  a  base  camp  at  XT  003575.  Artillery  and  air  were  immediately 
employed  to  assist  in  cutting  off  tbo  VC  escape  routes  to  the  south  and 
east.  When  contact  was  broken  at  1830,  U.S.  Forces  had  killed  5  VC  (BG) 
and  captured  four  small  arms.  Four  contacts  were  made  by  elements  of 
Z/l  8  Inf,  during  tfaoir  sweep  west  and  north.  Company  C  aado  contact 
with  6  -  8  VC  in  a  base  camp  at  WT  993619.  The  company  pursued  the  VC 
bat  lost  contact.  At  1627,  A  Company  engaged  approximately  25  VC  at 
WX  955631  killing  2  (BG). 

The  1st  SouuJron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  the  mission  of  p.-o^iding 
security  and  supporting  CIDG  forces.  All  operations  were  without 
incilout. 

D+3  (27  April).  A  thorough  search  of  the  bonks  of  the  EACH  CA1  EAC 
River  wa3  conducted  ubore  largo  supply  installations  had  boon  uncovered. 

VC  contacts  were  limited  to  brief  encounters  with  snipers  and  squad  or 
smell  sire  elements.  The  1st  Brigade  conducted  extensive  and  detailed 
search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  west  and  southwestern  portions  of 
AO  TSJJXt  with  attention  directed  to  the  river  bank  where  large  stores  of 
material  and  food  stuffs  had  been  discovered  and  destroyed.  A  link-up 
ik:s  nwds  v.ttli  3d  Brigade  elements  at  XT  0264.  The  1st  Battalion,  2d 
Infantry  secured  an  L2  for  tho.  introduction  of  l/l6  Inf,  2/33  .Arty(-) 
and  3d  Eie  C?,  then  quickly  reorganized  and  conducted  sn  aiimobiio 
assault  into  vicinity  UT  975675.  The  1st  Battalion,  2?th  Infantry, 
uncovered  large  amounts  of  VC  supplies  during  search  and  destroy  opera¬ 
tions  along  the  river.  Base  camps  and  supply  caches  yielded  the  fol¬ 
lowing:  6  hut-s,  a  mess  hall  and  classroom,  44  CHICOK  grenaaes,  150* 5  tons 
of  rica,  500  pounds  of  cloth  in  bolts,  200  pounds  of  grain,  and  assorted 
documents,  dl omenta  of  the  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  discovered  and 
destroyed  63  tons  of  rice,  50  pounds  of  salt,  800  black  uniforms,  16 
boats,  and  6,000  khaki  uniforms.  The  battalion  had  two  contacts  during 
the  day.  Three  VC  were  killed  and  their  small  arms  captured. 

The  3d  Brigade  CP  moved  to  vicinity  of  XT  023645  by  CH-47.  One 
helicopter  v;aa  hit  by  sniper  fire  from  XT  0357.  The  2d  Battalion,  2d 
Infant, ry  evacuated  1,600  pounds  of  rice  from  vicinity  of  XT  045505. 

The  battalion  raved  by  DII— ID  to  vicinity  XT  023643  and  established  over¬ 
night  positions.  The  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  searched  south  along 
the  river.  A  battalion  base  camp  was  discovered  at  WT  991619  containing 
tho  £\illo;«ing:  five  classrooms  (100  -  150  persons  each),  50  Puts ,  and  a 
supply  point  contained  uniforms,  a  kitchen,  20  tons  of  rico  and  other 
miscellaneous  supplies  end  documents.  Several  completes  wore  found 
along  tho  river  that  indicated  a  series  of  way  stations.  The  following 
items  wore  found  and  destroyed:  200  huts,  50  tons  of  rice,  1  (25-50  UP) 
diesel  engine,  1  gasoliuo  generator,  and  1  -  2  HP  u.gino.  Company  3 
deau\  an  ammunition  manufacturing  complex  at  WT  992687. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  continued  the  mission  of  security  and 
patrolling.  In  two  separata  mino  incidents,  APC's  suffered  minor  damage. 
Troop  3  engaged  on  estimated  20  VC  in  vicinity  XT  142496  at  2012  hours 
with  unknown  results. 

a 

D+4  (28  April).  Operation  BHUHUGHAM  continued  with  units  con¬ 
ducting  .march  and  destroy  operations  along  the  RACK  CAI  BAC  River  and 
along  vhu  southern  portion  of  A0  B0ICK  to  the  RACK  B3N  DA  River,  burn¬ 
er  .n'a  VC  baeo  oampe,  estimated  to  be  company  or  battalion  also,  with 
various  svoply  caches  were  diaoovered.  A  significant  numbar  of  mines 
and  booby  t^aps  wart  enoountered  along  roads  and  trails,  particularly 
leading  to  com  oaap  areas.  None  of  the  Installations  were  heavily 


CONROEKTIAL 

14 


CONFIDENTIAL 


defended,  with  only  VC  units  of  squad  or  smaller  size  continuing  to  be 
encountered.  The  enemy  continued  his  tactics  of  sporadic  fire  and 
fleeing,  abandoning  their  camps  or  positions  a3  division  forces  advanced* 

The  1st  Brigade  continued  extensive  search  and  destroy  operations  in 
AO  BUICK  with  emphasis  on  the  saturation  of  the  bank  of  the  RACH  CAI  BAC 
River  between  UT  965715  and  WT  963620.  The  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 
discovered  a  rice  cache  of  32  tons  in  vicinity  of  WT  969700.  While 
the  rice  was  being  destroyed,  an  unknown  number  of  VC  were  engaged  by  A 
Company,  one  VC  was  killed.  Company  B  executed  a  rapid  sweap  to  the  east 
to  maintain  A  Company's  contact.  Air  and  artillery  were  used  to  block 
the  enemy's  escape,  but  the  contact  was  broken.  The  1st  Battalion,  28th 
Infantry  conducted  operations  without  contact,  but  located  several  sup¬ 
ply  caches.  Fourteen  buildings  were  discovered  at  WT  993674,  containing  v 
miscellaneous  training  aids  and  supplies.  A  rice  cache  of  five  tons  and 
some  medical  supplies  were  found  at  WT  995679.  Company  C  located  a  base 
camp  with  30  buildings,  one  of  which  was  a  dining  hall  containing  eight 
stoves.  Three  huts  and  ten  tons  of  rice  were  discovered  by  the  same 
company  at  WT  934677.  The  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  conducted  opera¬ 
tions  along  the  river  in  conjunction  with  l/2  Inf.  ihiphasis  was  placed 
on  the  thorough  destruction  of  supplies  found  on  27  April. 

There  was  no  major  contact  by  the  two  battalions  sweeping  in  3d 
Brigade  Zone.  The  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  found  a  large  base  camp 
at  XT  000639  containing  the  following:  several  CHICQM  Claymore  -  type 
nines,  numerous  booby-trapped  CHIC0M  grenades,  several  oxen,  picks  and 
shovels,  male  and  female  sleeping  quarters,  an  8-bed  hospital,  a  cooking 
area  for  50  people,  1,200  pounds  of  rice,  and  10  huts.  The  1st  Battalion, 
16th  Infantry  remained  in  reserve  and  secured  the  artillery  base  and 
brigade  CP  until  relieved  by  2/l3  Inf  at  1145  hours.  The  battalion 
then  swept  northeast  without  contact.  The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry 
swopt  east  to  the  RACH  ESN  DA  River  and  then  north  and  south  along  the 
ue3t  bank  between  63  and  66  S  -  W  grid  lines.  Negative  contact  was  cade. 

Two  mine  incidents  damaged  an  APC  and  a  tank  of  the  l/4  Cav. 

D+5  (29  April).  As  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  continued,  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  penetrated  deeper  into  War  Zone  C  with  a  two-brigade  assault  to 
position  forces  astride  the  main  VC  east-west  supply  route  into  War  Zone 
C  from  CAMBODIA.  3d  Brigade  elements  movad  into  A0  LINCOLN ,  while  the 
1st  Brigade  coranonced  operations  in  A0  HERCUKX.  iBt  Brigade  elements 
were  airlifted  into  the  new  base  area.  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  con¬ 
tinued  search  and  destroy  operation  along  the  RACH  CAI  BAC  River  as  it 
swept  north  into  A0  MERCDRI.  Twenty-two  tons  of  rice  were  destroyed  in 
vicinity  WT  97"725.  The  LZ  (XT  032718)  was  assaulted  by  1/28  Inf  and 
then  secured  for  the  remaining  brigade  elements  to  land.  An  estimated 
fifteen  VC  were  engaged  at  XT  032710,  situated  in  a  fortified  position 
with  overhead  cover.  As  the  position  was  assaulted,  the  VC  fled.  The 
2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  swept  north  along  the  river  in  conjunction 
with  1/2  Inf.  A  major  hospital  complex  was  discovered  in  vicinity  WT 
977736.  The  oomplex  measured  100  X  300  meters  and  contained  elaborate 
laboratory  facilities,  1000  pounds  of  medical  supplies  and  30  tons  of 
rice,  hospital  wards,  surgical  facilities,  and  administrative  and 
storage  arose.  The  area  also  contain  'd  16  buildings.  During  the  day, 
the  battalion  located  and  destroyed  a  total  of  108  tons  of  rice,  however, 
no  significant  ooatact  was  made. 

The  movement  of  the  3d  Brigade  CP  end  2/33  Arty(-)  was  made  by  CB-47 
aircraft  into  LZ  CHORD  (XT  025785).  The  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  was 
airlifted  to  LZ  CHORD  by  WO-1D,  preceding  the  brigade  element  and 
aacorad  the  brigade  CP  and  artillery  base.  The  1st  Battalion,  16th 
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Infantry  was  also  lifted  by  Utl-ID  into  LZ  CHORD .  Search  and  destroy 
operations  were  conducted  to  the  northeast,  but  no  contact  was  made 
with  the  VC.  LZ  RED  (XT  020640)  was  secured  by  2/lS  Inf  for  extrac¬ 
tion  of  1st  and  3d  Brigades.  The  battalion  then  moved  V  UH-1D  to 
AO  MERCURY  and  was  placed  under  operational  control  of  the  1st  Brigade. 

D+6  (30  April).  The  1st  Infantry  Division  continued  its  search  of 
the  CAI  BAG  Elver  along  the  CAMBODIAN  Border.  One  company  of  2d  Bn, 

16th  Inf  remained  to  destroy  the  medical  center  discovered  29  April, 
while  the  battalion  (-)  and  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  continued  north 
along  the  river.  0345  hours,  both  battalions  began  to  receive  heavy 
SA  fire  from  the  tree  line  north  of  the  village  of  LO  GO  (’.JT  9775),  and 
simultaneously  received  AW  fire  from  the  west  (CAMBODIAN)  banl:  of  the 
river.  Fire  was  returned  with  SA,  AN,  and  artillery,  and  effectively 
suppressed  the  iiring  from  CAMBODIA.  Company  A,  2d  Battalion,  16th 
Infantry  succeeded  in  enveloping  the  right  (eastern)  flank  of  the  VC 
force  on  the  north,  killing  8  VC  and  destroying  a  company  size  base 
camp.  The  1st  Bn,  2d  Inf  closed  with  the  VC  forces  (estimated  at  a 
battalion  on  the  east  bank)  and  killed  42  VC  (8C)  plus  another  75 
(probable).  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  killed  4  more  VC  during  mop-up 
operations.  The  total  VC  losses  were  54  KIA  (BC)  and  100  KIA  (probable  - 
determined  by  aerial  observation  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river).  Con¬ 
tact  was  broken  at  1405  hours. 

3d  Brigade  conducted  patrolling  out  from  the  brigade  CP  with  two 
infantry  battalions.  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  was  placed  on  rapid 
reaction  status  at  0950  hours  and  was  pulled  back  to  the  brigade  CP 
area.  2d  Battalion,  Ml  Infantry  conducted  SO  operations,  north, 
destroying  a  bunker  cotplex  that  encircled  the  brigade  CP.  Company  A 
encountered  a  trench  and  bunker  at  ZT  022797  which  was  defended  by  a 
small  VC  force. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  conducted  a  night  sweep  from  its  CP  to 
XT  1569.  Some  SA  fire  was  received  but  no  major  contact  resulted. 

D+7  (l  Jlay).  Only  light  VC  contact  was  made  aa  the  division 
continued  mop-up  operations  following  the  LO  GO  Battle.  1st  Brigade 
conducted  battalion  size  SiD  operations  in  the  southern  portion  of 
AO  MERCURY  netting  51  tons  of  rice  and  3  VCC.  lat  Battalion,  2d  Infan¬ 
try  wa3  detached  from  1st  Brigade  and  lifted  from  AO  MERCURY  to  LZ 
WILLOW  RUN  (XT  3147)  where  it  was  attached  to  3d  Brigade.  The  other 
3d  Brigade  elements  were  extracted  from  AO  LINCQIN  to  the  plantation 
area  vicinity  LZ  WILLOW  PdJN  closing  1714  hours  without  significant 
incidents. 

lat  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  secured  LZ  WILLOW  RUN  with  Troop  B  and 
swept  the  plantation  area  for  the  arrival  of  3d  Brigade.  Division 
Artillery  elements  supported  the  extraction  of  3d  Brigade  from  Base  2 
and  continued  its  extensive  HA1  program. 

0+3  (2  May).  1st  Brigade  was  airlifted  from  AO  MERCURY  to  the 
south  side  of  the  plsntation  area  vicinity  XT  3250.  The  LZ  was  secured 
by  elements  of  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry.  The  first  lift  departod  the 
PZ  0645  hours  and  the  last  brigade  elements  closed  1429  hours.  No  con¬ 
tacts  were  made  in  the  new  AO, 

3d  Brigade  conducted  care  and  maintenance  and  stood  down  from  active 
operations.  Plana  were  begun  for  operations  in  AO  AUSTIN  between  TAX 
HXHH  and  DAO  THMQ.  1st  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  detained  3  VCS  while 
oondttotlng  security  patrols  vicinity  XT  336443. 
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1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  sacurod  the  LZ  vicinity  XT  3149  for 
1st  Brigade.  Some  SA  and  AW  fire  was  received  0635  hours  but  no 
damage  resulted.  Troop  B  plus  tanks  secured  the  road  from  XT  253500 
to  XT  371424  for  1st  ihgineer  Battalion  work  parties.  Two  VC  were 
killed  during  the  day  while  this  mission  was  being  performed. 

Division  Artillery  elements  escorted  by  1st  Squadron,  4th  CavaLry 
displaced  from  Base  2  after  the  last  infantry  elements  had  departed  and 
moved  to  a  new  base  vicinity  XT  3050.  All  elements  closed  2035  hours 
without  Incident. 

D+9  (3  May).  Both  brigades  conducted  care  and  maintenance  in  the 
plantation  area  east  of  TAY  NINH.  Plans  were  developed  for  operations 
in  AO's  AUSTIN  and  FIAT  southeast  of  TAY  NINH  City.  3d  Brigade  relieved 
1/16  Inf  by  2/23  Inf  in  the  operational  area  using  a  CV-2  shuttle  from 
SUOI  DA  (XT  3358)  to  LAI  KHE.  At  2000  hours  l/2  Inf  departed  the  peri¬ 
meter  and  began  moving  toward  the  village  at  XT  4044  to  conduct  a  cordon 
and  search  at  first  light. 

D410  (4  Hay).  1st  Division  elements  continued  active  operations  in 
Operation  BIRMINGHAM  with  1/2  Inf  searching  a  village  at  XT  4044.  Four 
VC  were  killed  and  four  SA  captured  when  the  VC  tried  to  flee  the 
village  in  the  early  morning.  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  moved  to  search 
Objective  32  (XT  3539)  at  0655  hours.  During  the  day  four  VCS  were 
detained  and  several  tons  of  rice  and  other  supplies  destroyed. 

1st  Brigade  elements  remained  in  their  base  camp  perimeters  until 
1830  hours  when  2/l6  Inf  moved  to  XT  343480  to  position  itself  for  the 
next  day's  operations. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  secured  engineer  work  parties  along  the 
Route  22  bypass  and  attached  Troop  A  to  1st  Brigade.  Troop  C  escorted 
3d  Battalion,  319th  Artillery  from  XT  170740  to  TAY  NINH  nftor  extrac¬ 
tion  of  25th  ARVN  Division  elements  from  AO's  NASH  and  OLDSiQBILA. 

l3t  Aviation  Battalion  participated  in  the  emergency  extraction  of 
a  CIDG  company  which  was  trapped  by  an  estimated  two  VC  companies 
vicinity  XT  570760.  Seven  UH-ID's  and  two  fire  teams  we.-*  dispatched 
and  effected  the  pick-up  by  1630  hours, 

IH-11  (5  Nay),  let  Brigade  conducted  three  separate  battalion 
operations,  with  lot  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  searching  the  area 
around  the  brigade  base,  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry  attacking  a 
suspect  VC  assembly  area,  and  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  conducting 
an  airmobile  assault  into  an  LZ  at  XT  432451.  Only  light  contact  was 
made  on  the  operations.  2d  Battalion,  16th  Infantry's  attack  was  pre¬ 
ceded  by  a  CS  preparation  of  the  woods  vicinity  XT  375478  folloued  by 
TAG  air  and  artillery  fires.  No  contact  was  made  but  some  munitions  and 
rice  were  discovered. 

3d  Brigade  continued  operations  in  AO  FIAT  with  no  significant 
contact.  2d  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  conducted  an  airmobile  assault 
south  of  the  QUINTAL  River  into  the  TUN  THU  AN  Forest  and  attaeked 
to  the  south  toward  RF/PF  blocking  forces.  Fifteen  tons  of  rice  were 
destroyed  but  no  major  VC  ooatact  was  mads.  N 

D+12  (6  May).  Light  VC  oontaet  continued  in  AO's  AUSTIN  end  FIAT. 
1st  Brigade  headquarters  turned  0PC0B  of  2/l6  Inf,  2/13  Inf,  l/28  Inf, 
and  1/5  Arty  over  to  2d  Brigade  at  1700  hours  and  moved  it*  equipment 
and  personnel  to  TAX  HXXB  Airfield.  2d  Battalion,  18th  Inftotry  oon- 
♦I""-1  interdiction  of  VC  ocaaonioation  and  Unlearn  routes  Ik  the  BIN 
C01  Plantation  want  of  BAD  TXBfQ,  killing  tun  VC  (BO)  and  aiAt  mo re 
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(estimated)  during  the  day.  1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was  lifted 
by  C-123  from  BEAR  CAT  to  Till  1J3KH  and  cane  under  division  control 
upon  c.losure  at  0915  hours. 

3d  Brigade  continued  eagle  flights  into  the  TIEN  THUAli  Woods  with 
2/28  I'.'f  oiid  conducted  village  search  operations  vicinity  XT  323405 
with  2/2  Inf.  One  VC  was  killed  and  several  VC  captured  during  the 
day’s  operations. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  escorted  3/6  Arty  elements  from  their  old 
area  to  positions  vicinity  XT  333582,  and  also  relocated  the  squadron 
CF  to  that  area.  All  elements  closed  1830  hours  without  incident. 

0+13  (7  May).  All  elements  except  1/2  Inf  and  dlv  arty  remained  in 
thoir  perimeter  areas  at  the  plantation  east  of  TAT  NH.H  in  preparation 
for  0  sa ssive  heliborne  assault  on  a  suspected  VC  headquarters  at  XT 
2191.  1st  Battalion,  2d  Infantry,  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry (-)  and 
artillery  units  displaced  fcy  air  and  road  to  Base  4  (XT  2867),  with 
Bates:: y  C,  8th  Battalion,  6th  Artillery,  Battery  A,  2d  Battalion, 

32d  Artillery  remaining  at  SU0I  DA.  While  securing  the  LZ  for  1/2  Inf, 
Trvnp  1/4  Cav  engaged  a  small  number  of  VC  killing  two  and  capturing 
two  wov.pona. 

IH  I/,.  (8  Hay).  The  division  continued  Operation  BIRUINGHAh'  with  the 
comrorroaont  of  the  attack  by  IF  HOLLINGSWORTH  (Hq  3d  Bde,  2/2  Inf, 

2/18  Inf,  i/28  Inf,  2/28  Inf,  and  2/33  Arty)  to  the  northernmost  por¬ 
tion  of  Zone  C.  The  initial  lift  of  2/2  Inf  va3  delayed  from  0630  to 
08; JO  hours  because  of  extremely  poor  weather.  After  the  2/2  Inf  and 
almost  two  batteries  of  the  33d  Artillery  had  landed  at  LZ  ST.  LO 
(21  275972)  tho  weather  again  forced  a  delay  and  prevented  further 
introduction  cf  the  task  force  elements.  Accordingly  the  decision  was 
malo  to  extract  the  committed  elements  from  LZ  ST.  LO  and  cancel  the 
remainder  of  tho  landings  in  LZ  VERDUN  (XT  236922).  The  extraction 
started  1300  and  was  completed  1605  hours  with  all  elements  returning 
to  their  previous  positions. 

2d  Erigade  elements  at  1330  hours  commenced  movement  to  Base  4, 
with  2/IO  Inf  and  2/16  Inf  making  landing  at  or  near  the  base  to 
oountor  a  suspected  VC  buildup  to  the  northeast.  The  brigade  CP  end 
l/5  Arty  displaced  to  SUOI  DA  and  joined  the  dlv  arty  CP.  1st  Squadron, 
4th  Cavalry  end  1/2  Inf,  already  at  Base  4,  cane  under  2d  Brigade  con¬ 
trol  at  1430  hours. 


1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry,  division  reserve  at  TAX  NIMH,  angered 
20  VC  at  1125  hours  vicinity  XT  172474.  Hie  oontaot  las  tod  until  1205 
hours.  Subsequently  a  BAR  end  some  munitions  were  found  and  destroyed 
In  a  base  camp  at  the  same  location. 

IHI 5  (9  May).  Uith  the  abandonment  of  the  raid  on  the  VC  instal¬ 
lations  in  the  far  north  of  TAT  L’XUB  Province,  the  division  shiftod 
CporeUor.  BIRMINGHAM  to  the  east  into  the  DAD  TIHJG  -  IUCTCSLIN  Planta¬ 
tion  sr'cs.  2d  Brigade  remained  in  the  SUOI  DA  area  ooaducted  SiD 
operatic. -.s  with  light  oontaot.  3d  Brigade  displaced  its  CP  o>id  artil¬ 
lery  to  the  11ICBRLXK  Plant1  ^Lao  area  vicinity  XT  582500  after  the  area 
bod  been  secured  hr  2/28  Inf.  let  Battalion,  20th  Infantry  supported 
by  cro  battery  airlifted  to  BAD  TXBtG,  ooaducted  an  airmobile  asswlt 
Into  the  SB  CUI  fibber  Plantation  vast  of  BAD  TUNG.  21  HattoU.cn, 

2d  Infantry  was  subsequently  lifted  into  the  brigade  CP  area  and  wok 
up  ae ourity  poeltioce. 
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1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  remained  attached  to  2d  Brigade  except  for 
Troop  A  which  joined  l/28  Inf  in  the  BEN  CUI  Plantation. 

0+16  (10  May).  2d  Brigade  displaced  from  the  S00I  DA  area  to  DAU 
TI3JG  to  attach  southeast  along  the  SAIGON  River  with  two  infantry  bat¬ 
talions.  1st  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  was  released  from  division  con¬ 
trol  at  1600  hours  and  moved  by  air  to  DAU  TIQIG  where  it  became  2d 
Brigade  reserve.  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  with  Troop  A,  1st  Squad¬ 
ron,  4th  Cavalry  attached,  was  released  from  OPCON  3d  Brigade  1200  hours 
and  become  division  troops  with  the  mission  of  securing  convoys  and 
enjtfiifcw  elements  in  the  BEN  CUI  area.  Division  artillery  ela'aenta 
displaced  from  SUOI  DA  to  vicinity  XT  396434  closing  1710  hours. 

?A  Brigade  elements  conducted  village  searches  in  the  MICHEL IN 
Plantation  without  significant  contact.  A  total  of  nine  VCC  were 
taken  :y  l/2 8  Inf  in  the  village  at  XT  464450.  1st  Squadron,  4*:>  Cava- 
liy(-)  '■•fter  escorting  div  arty  to  its  new  location,  was  attached  to 
3d  Itrlgete  and  established  security  positions  around  the  brigade  CP  and 
artillery. 

0+17  (11  May).  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  continued  with  2d  Brigade 
attacking  southeast  along  the  esst  banks  of  the  SAIGON  River  from 
DAU  TET'JG  and  3d  Brigade  continued  operations  in  the  iHCHELHI  Planta¬ 
tion.  2.1  Brigade  detained  14  VCS  and  destroyed  four  tons  of  rice  but 
mads  no  contact  with  armed  VC  forces.  3d  Brigade  searched  several 
villa.;  r:  in  tha  plantation  area  using  all  three  infantry  battalions 
(l/?.,  2/2,  2/23)  and  the  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry.  The  squadron 
returned  to  division  control  at  1800  hours. 

let  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  remained  under  division  control  and 
conducted  extensive  patrolling  in  the  BEN  CUI  area  i/hile  securing  the 
passage  of  div  arty  anP  : JIG  1st  Infantry  Division  elements.  Division 
artillery  moved  3/6  Arty  (  -)  to  join  3d  Brigade,  while  HUB  and  the  two 
attached  8"  batteries  displaced  to  the  west  banks  of  the  SAIGON  River 
outsido  DAU  TUNG.  The  division  TAG  CP  moved  by  road  from  TAY  1JIUH  to 
DAU  Tj©M  closing  1315  hours. 

0!13  (12  Hey).  2d  Brigade  continued  to  search  south  alcng  the 
SAIG0K  River  with  2/l6  Inf  sealing  and  searching  a  village  at  XT  5333, 
and  2/18  Inf  conducting  small  unit  patrols  from  company  bases.  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  16th  Infantry  discovered  75  tone  of  rice  and  VC  uniforms  in  the 
village,  but  IPU  personnel  were  not  able  to  identify  anyone  in  tho 
village  as  VC.  2d  Battalion,  18th  Infantry  discovered  an  arms  cache 
containing  67  weapons  and  explosives. 

34  Brlgado  moved  from  tha  KICHELIN  area  to  ooaaence  SAD  operations 
east  coward  Route  13.  1st  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  was  placed  undnr 
0PCC4  34  Brigade  0700  hours  and  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  an 
L2  at  XT  662533.  Company  A  commenced  to  search  north  along  a  streamline 
whilo  Companies  B  and  C  searched  to  the  west.  1510  hours  Company  B  mode 
contact,  with  five  VC  at  XT  619574  killing  one  and  capturing  one.  1st 
Battalion,  2d  Infantry,  2d  Battalion,  2d  Infantry,  and  2d  Battalion, 

23th  j.  raritiy  bogan  sweeping  east  from  the  KICHELIN  with  1st  Battalion, 
2d  Jal  atiy  and  2d  Battalio  w  28th  Infantry  asking  ainobilo  assaults  * 
Into  XT  619474  and  XT  632454  respectively.  While  on  the  LZ,  2/23  Inf, 
through  an  error  In  smoke  signals,  was  hit  by  a  CSU  strike  Intended  for 
a  VC  force  south  of  the  LZ.  The  three  battalions  searched  to  tha  east 
teb|  tt.  «Urt. 

/ 

0+19  (13  Kay).  Both  brigades  continued  south  sad  east  through  the 
LOW  HXni  area  sad  the  SJIOQi  Blvwr  bank.  2d  ftdgede  received  OPCON 

> 

i 

i  CONFIDENTIAL 

/  19 


T 

%■ 

£ 


0 


2NRD£NT|AL 


1/28  Inf  at  0915  hours  when  it  closed  by  helilift  into  tho  new  brigade 
CP  area  at  XT  534381.  1st  Battalion,  13th  Infantry  relieved  2d  Bat¬ 
talion,  18th  Infantry  in  place  at  XT  552403,  whereupon  2d  Battalion, 
13th  Infantry  was  lifted  bade  to  DAU  Tlii.'G  for  return  to  BEAR  CAT  by 
CV-2.  After  the  landing  of  l/l8  Inf,  2/l6  Inf  began  searching  south 
encountering  sporadic  SA  fire.  2d  Brigade  CP  and  l/5  Arty(-)  moved  by 
CH-47  to  tho  LZ  secured  by  1/28  Inf  closing  1740  hours. 


3d  Brigade  continued  to  push  east  with  three  battalions  encountering 
numerous  mines  and  booby  traps.  At  1231  hours  2/23  Inf  found  a  regi-san- 
tal  size  baso  camp  at  XT  659464  hut  no  supplies  were  discovered.  During  . 
tho  night  Company  A  observed  an  estimated  VC  company  at  XT  660462. 

Artillery  was  called  with  unknown  results. 

1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  provided  convoy  escort  for  div  arty  convoys 
to  TAf  IITIJTv  o.nd  return.  Troop  B  and  the  aero  rifle  platoon  of  Troop  D 
condicted  a  search  of  the  village  at  XT  520516  detaining  four  VCC. 

2+20  (14  iisy).  Operation  3HQ3NGHAM  continued  with  2d  Brigade 
locating  several  supply  caches  near  the  CP  and  3d  Brigade  thoroughly 
e**ilo.?j.ug  the  regimental  base  camp  located  13  i4y.  After  sealing  and 
searching  villages  at  XT  585337  and  XT  605341,  2/l6  Inf  and  l/lS  Inf 
prr.teo'.'.ed  to  search  the  adjacent  river  banka,  while  l/28  Inf  searched 
cu::-  frem  the  CP.  Sixty-one  tons  of  rice,  15  tons  of  salt,  and  other 
supplies  were  destroyed. 


i  2’  Battalion,  28th  Infantry  investigated  the  regimental  ca:.p 

i  previously  discovered  and  found  it  to  he  a  series  of  camps  ovsr  1500 

meterc  long  containing  medical  installations,  munitions  fc'Jv>rios,  and 
i  clothing  caches .  The  entire  complex  had  been  recently  abandoned. 

During  tho  day  the  3d  Brigade  C?  end  2/33  Arty(-)  displaced  by  CH-47  to 
!  1  vicinity  BAU  BANG  (XT  787466)  closing  1000  hours. 

An  air  strike  on  a  suspected  VC  storage  area  at  XT  446532  uncovered 
a  storage  area  estimated  to  contain  200  tons  of  rice.  Approximately  20 
tens  u'vo  destroyed  by  the  day’s  strikes  and  the  area  wo3  marked  for 
furthoi  destruction  by  air  and  artillery. 

! 

> 

'  1st  Sr.urdron,  4th  Cavalry  conducted  convoy  and  route  security  for 

div  arty  un.1  ist  dnginsor  Battalion  elements.  Troop  C  conducted  a 
search  vicinity  XT  581540  where  a  VC  headquarters  was  reported  by 
special  intelligence  sources.  A  small  bunker  complex  vaa  destroyed  but 
no  signs  of  any  VC  were  found. 

D+.71  (15  Itay).  2d  Brigade  terminated  participation  in  Opera  . tou 
BIRilTLOHAil  with  tho  helicopter  shuttle  of  2/l6  Inf  end  1/13  Inf  to  HID 
I£ I  for  road  movement  hook  to  BEAR  CAT.  let  Battalion,  5th  Artilio'yv-) 
vro  ru.'ol  by  CK-47  to  PHD  L0I,  Aftor  the  extraction  of  all  other  cleacnte, 
1/28  htf  moved  by  UB-1  and  CH-47  to  ite  hose  base  at  PHU0C  VJKE,  clearing 
the  operational  ere*  at  1705  hour a. 

34  Brigade  continued  sweeping  to  the  eest  until  PL  W1H8TCK  (XT  6335  • 
XT  7754)  van  reached  without  significant  contact.  1st  Squadron,  4th 
Cavalry  moor  ted  artillery  ^elements  from  the  former  3d  Brigade  CP  and 
j  frost  DAO  T33*G  to  an  intentediate  position  vicinity  XT  371424.  The 

i  squadron  (loss  Troop  A)  than  continued  to  TAX  NXHH  to  prepare  for  the 

aan  of  the  logistical  bass  book  to  DI  AH. 


D+22  (16  May) .  Operation  BQQQBGBAN  terminated  motive  operations 
16  iky  with  the  roed  move— nt  of  the  logistical,  artillery,  and  no— end 
elm— nts  free  TAX  BIBB  sad  DAO  TlfltO  to  DX  AB,  PBD  LOT,  BEAR  C k£,  and 
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LAI  HUE.  let  Battalion,  2d  Infantry  wan  detached  from  3d  Brigade  and 
returned  to  PHDOC  VHKI  by  CV-2  from  LAI  K1IE.  The  vehicle  elements  of 
the  division  departed  JFAX  NUdl  0700  hours,  and  the  last  vehicle  closed 
at  1955  hours  Into  its  home  station  or  overnight  base. 

3d  Brigade  closed  onto  Highway  13  and  took  up  positions  along  the 
roite  to  permit  passage  of  an  AEVN  resupply  convoy  north  to  BAD  LONG. 
Several  min^s  and  booby  traps  were  encountered  during  the  day.  1st  Bat¬ 
talion,  16th  Infantiy(-)  moved  from  LAI  KHE  to  assume  2/23  Inf  portion 
of  the  route,  and  2/23  Inf  closed  back  into  LAI  KHE  at  1604  terminating 
34. Brigade's  participation  in  Operation  BIRMINGHAM. 

0+23  (17  Hay).  Redeployment  from  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  was  completed 
an  the  tunics  of  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry  left  TAN  SON  NUDT  at  0300 
hours  to  return  through  SAIGON  to  their  base  at  PHD  LOI.  The  vehicles 
closed  1205  hours  without  incident. 

Tie  trains  of  the  1st  Brigade  moved  by  convoy  from  the  holding  oroa 
at  HI  AN  to  PIaIOC  VINH  departing  DI  AN  at  1300  hours  and  closing  into 
l'HDGC  VJSH  1300  hours,  officially  terminating  the  operation. 

8.  SUrPCRTRQ  FORCES;  a.  Artillery: 

(l )  Size  of  Force 


Jlq  lot  Inf  Div  Arty 

let  Bn,  5th  Arty(-)  v^i  Btry 

2d  Bit,  13th  Arty  Atch 

BS,  1st  Bde  (24  Apr  -  7  J Jay) 

DS,  2d  Bde  (7  Hay  -  16  Hay; 

2d  Eh,  33d  Arty(-)  v/3  Dtry 
1 3t  3n,  7th  Arty  Atch 
DS,  3d  Bde 

8th  Bn,  6th  Arty(-)  GS 
3d  Ea,  319th  Arty(-) 

D3,  25th  ARVI!  Div  (27  Apr  -  11  May) 
A  Btry,  2d  Bo,  32d  Arty  (175ran) 

OS  (6  iiay  -  16  May) 

A  Btry,  6th  Eh,  27th  Arty  (8") 

Atch  8/6  Arty  (6  May  -  16  May) 

C  Btry,  2d  Bn,  32d  Arty  (8") 

Atch  8/6  (6  May  -  16  Hay) 


Col  Iferlin  W  Can? 

Lt  Col  David  C  Rogers 
Lt  Col  Gerald  S  Robinson 


Lt  Col  Frank  R  Tins 


Lt  Col  John  R  McGiffert 
Lt  Col  William  Jlordin 

Capt  Maurice  L  Savoy 

Capt  James  Dudley 

Capt  James  H  Chapman 


(2)  Bow  end  When  ihployed:  Command  and  Control  Group  of  Division 
Artillery,  end  firing  elements  from  the  8th  Battalion,  6  th  Art  ill. -.ry 
deported  FHU  LOI  on  23  April  under  escort  of  1st  Squadron,  4th  Cavalry 
enroubo  to  CU  CHI.  The  purpose  of  these  elements  van  to  support  a  lot 
Rrignd  i  v.ir/aobile  operation  on  D-Dey.  These  elements  moved  to  vicinity 
XT  123640  cu  D-Dey  and  established  the  div  arty  forward  baas.  Battery 
D,  lot  Battalion,  7th  Artillery  was  lifted  by  C-123  from  323R  CAT  to  a 
staging  area  at  DAD  TliftG.  Other  participating  artillery  units  wore 
iatrodur.od  into  their  respective  AOs  on  24  April  by  RH-1D,  CH-47,  C-130, 
and  C7~2  aircraft  as  follows: 


*11/2/13  Arty  (Atch  1/5  Arty)  PHD  LOI 

*B/l/5  Arty  PHUOC  VHH 

•A/1  A  Arty  PHDOC  VINH 

5/0  Arty  (Atch  2/33  Arty)  DAD  TI3G 

B/2/33  Arty  LAI  SHE 
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XT  020644  (AO  JTOCK) 
rr  025645  (AO  HICK) 
XT  027642  (AO  RHCS) 
XT  033577  (AO  FORD) 
XT  110600  (AO  FORD) 
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UNIT  FROM  TO 

**A/2/33  Arty  LAI  EHE  Log  Base 

*  Phased  at  intermediate  AOs  at  TAT  HEIH  3  Airfield. 

**  Originally  scheduled  for  AO  FORD  but  remained  at  Log  Base  and 
supported  C  Troop  1/4  Cav  and  COG  companies. 


Land  tails  of  participating  units  moved  in  convoys  from  PHD  L01  and 
i)l  AS,  vi-cro  they  had  assembled  on  23  April,  to  div  orty  forward  base 
and  log  biso  vicinity  of  TAT  NIMH. 

Operation  BXRtnNGQAH  was  adequately  and  continuously  supported  by 
artillery  fire.  On  D-Day,  8th  Eh,  6th  Arty  fired  a  preparation  and 
suppressive  fire  on  the  LZ  at  XT  0264  in  support  of  the  airmobile  assault 
hy  1st  Brigade  elements.  The  Commanding  Officer  and  S-3,  3d  Bh,  319th 
Arty  "j/sitod  div  arty  on  25  April  to  discuss  the  mission  and  concept  of 
dopj.a.c:y,:t  of  the  battalion  when  it  would  be  introduced  into  the  opera¬ 
tion  :i*\  the  near  future.  Heavy  H£J  fires  were  planned  and  crcecuted  by 
loth  DO  and  GS  artillery  along  the  RACH  CAI  BAC  River  (XT  9671  -  9761) 
to  out  off  enemy  withdrawal  routes.  H£I  fires  were  augmented  by 
immediate  artillery  response  to  targets  of  opportunity  gonernt-xl  by 
SLAB  and  "Lightning  Bug"  intelligence.  Local  intelligence  was  ^rploited 
to  lubaasify  daylight  HSI  missions.  On  26  April,  1st  Eh,  5th  Arty, 
fired  a  preparation  to  support  an  assault  by  2d  Bn,  16th  Inf  north  and 
went  along  the  RACH  CAI  BAC  River.  Afterwards  the  battalion  fired 
200  rounds  prior  to  darkness  and  300  rounds  throughtout  the  night  on  VC 
escape  routes  along  the  river. 

Artillery  vaa  repositioned  with  the  movement  of  the  1st  and  3d 
Brigades  into  AOs  i EROTIC  and  UKCOIdl.  Preparations  and  suppressive 
fires  iroro  conducted  by  8th  Bn,  6th  Arty,  1st  Sh,  5th  Arty,  and  2d  Bn, 

33d  Arty.  Aftor  the  initial  assault,  the  1st  Eh,  5th  Arty  vaa  holi- 
llfted  to  vicinity  1st  Brigade  CP  (XT  031718).  The  2d  Bn,  33d  Arty 
moved  by  CII-47  with  the  3d  Brigade  CP  to  vicinity  XT  025705. 


Sir.  df leant  contact  was  made  with  an  estimated  VC  Bn  at  the  village 
of  LO  <W  on  30  April.  The  1st  Bn,  5th  Arty,  reinforced  by  2d  Bn,  33d 
Arty  saturated  the  area  on  both  sides  of  the  CAMBODIAN  Border. 

By  3  May,  direct  support  artillery  wits  had  bean  halilifted  to 
the  brigade  assembly  areas  southeast  of  TAT  NUJU  City.  All  1st  Division 
elements  wore  cri anted  in  AOs  FIAT  and  AUSTIN  to  ooatinu*  battalion  si*e 
operations  to  the  oast.  Concurrently  planning  vaa  conducted  for  tiie 
raid  to  bo  oonductod  on  the  COSVN  Headquarters  in  the  north.  Div  cirty 
was  to  play  a  predominate  role  in  the  execution,  including  tho  introduc¬ 
tion  of  8*  howitsero  and  175am  guns.  Support  of  operations  in  AOs  FIAT 
and  VIJT1H  continued  with  preparations  of  LZ's,  H4I  fires,  and  missions 
fired  on  targets  of  opportunity. 

Div  arty  elements  received  an  alert  on  6  Hay  to  move  to  Arty  Paso  4 
In  support  of  operations  to  be  oonductod  north  and  northeast  of  TAT  limn 
City.  I' try  C,  3th  Iki,  6th  Arty  displaoed  to  vicinity  of  S7GI  DA  to  sup¬ 
port  tire  movement  of  Div  Arty  to  Base  4  on  the  next  day.  Btry  A,  2d  Eh, 
321  Arty  occupied  a  position  near  SUCH  DA  (XT  3460)  and  com  under  QFCCH 
div  aKy.  Btry  G,  2d  Iki,  321  Arty  and  A  Btry,  6th  Eh,  27th  Arty  were 
attached  to  3th  Eh,  6th  Arty  and  moved  into  position  vicinity  div  arty 
base  (IT  2351  )•  Ch  7  Hay,  tho  Div  Arty  Task  Faroe,  sdnas  C  Btry,  8th 
Ba,  6th  Arty,  and  A  Btry,  21  Bh,  321  Arty,  moved  enroots  to  Bom  4* 

Duo  to  heavy  rains,  only  s  part  of  the  task  force  reaohod  Base  4.  Tho 
elements  ranainsd  In  position  at  Baas  4  to  support  TP  HCUJBOaUMB,  hut 
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because  of  deteriorating  weather  conditions,  the  bolibome  assault  was 
aborted.  In  lieu  of  this  operation,  TF  iilLLOY  was  supported  while  con¬ 
ducting  search  and  destroy  operations  around  Base  4.  Planning  and  pre-  ‘ 
paration  began  in  support  of  the  operations  to  continue  east  in  the  B2I 
GUI  -  MIGHELDI  Rubber  Plantation  area  and  south  to  the  IRON  TRIANGL2. 
Artillery  units  too  heavy  for  lift  by  helicopters  were  extracted  irom 
Base  4  following  a  major  engineer  effort  on  the  rain  damaged  roads. 

On  11  L-Iay,  division  artillery  repositionod  to  continue  support  of 
Operation  BIBI1IRGHAM  east  and  south.  The  3d  Bn,  319th  Arty  terminated 
their  participation  and  were  extracted  from  the  operation.  By  attach¬ 
ing  the  155mm  batteries  to  1st  Bn,  5th  Arty,  and  2d  Bn,  33d  Arty,  a  more 
favorable  balance  of  artillery  power  was  achieved. 

The  2d  Eta,  33d  Arty  was  airlifted  to  BAD  BANG  on  14  2 lay,  while 
planning  continued  for  repositioning  of  artillery  units  to  support 
convoys  returning  to  home  station  on  16  l!ay.  Uith  termination  of 
2d  Brigade  participation  on  15  iky,  1st  Ea,  5th  Arty  uas  hellllfted  to 
KflJOC  VH1H.  While  the  2d  Eta,  33d  Arty  remained  in  position  vicinity 
of  BAU  BANG  to  support  3d  Brigade,  div  arty  elements  moved  by  convoy  to 
home  stations.  After  supporting  an  ARVN  resupply  convoy  on  17  liay, 

2d  Bn,  33d  Arty,  returned  to  LAI  KBS. 

Artillery  support  was  continuous  throughout  the  operation.  Artillery 
units  fired  preparations,  suppression,  harassing  and  interdiction, 
counter-mortar  and  anti-personnel ,  equipment,  and  installation  missions. 
In  addition,  missions  were  fired  in  support  of  resupply  convoys  and 
engineer  work  parties.  A  recapitulation  of  missions  fired  is  at  Annex  H. 

Commanding  Officer f  3th  Eta,  6th  Arty  was  responsible  for  organisation 
of  the  div  arty  base  and  coordination  of  security  with  1st  Sqdn,  4th  Cav. 

Artillery  liaison  officers  and  forward  observers  were  provided  as 
follows: 

1/5  Arty  1st  Bde  (subsequently  to  2d  Bde) 

2/33  Arty  3d  Bde 

23d  Arty  Gp  l/4  Cav  (3  FOs  and  one  LNO) 

Boundaries  between  AOs  were  established  on  fire  coordination  lines. 
Initial  AOs  were  free  fire  areas,  but  operations  in  southern  AOs 
required  clearance  from  ARVN  in  most  eases.  Meteorological  Bata  was 
broadcast  daily  at  0200,  0300,  1400,  and  2000  hours  from  div  arty  base, 
by  phone  on  request.  Preparations  on  LZa  ware  planned  and  executed  by 
direct  support  battalions  end  reinforced  on-call  ty  general  support 
artillery.  Units  conducted  registrations  or  fired  check  rounds  In 
vicinity  of  LZs  prior  to  firing  preparations. 

b.  Engineer: 

(l)  Sise  of  Foroe: . 

Hq  1st  Bogr  Bta(-)  Lt  Col  Howard  L  Sargent 

A  Company,  1st  Sage  (-)  Cept  Charles  Xsstareon  (HA) 

Capt  O.C.  Bavbany  -  4  66 

0  Ooapaay,  1st  Sage  Bta(-)  Capt  Jos  X  Cannon 
Bridge  eleeent,  g  Co 
Beany  eyipsat  element,  Bq  Co 
Utter  supply  alaaant,  Bq 
Platoon,  0  Oanps ny 
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(2)  How  endUhen  Employed:  The  first  major  task  give®  to  the 
engineer  battalion  was  obstacle  clearing  for  the  convoys  moving  to 
TAY  NINII.  A  road  clearing  engineer  task  force  novetl  to  CU  CHI  on 

23  April.  On  24  April,  six  mine  detector  teams  with  security  were 
airlifted  to  six  critical  bridges  on  Routes  1  and  22.  Simultaneously, 
a  spearhead  element  of  cavalry  and  engineers,  equipped  to  replace 
blown  bridges  moved  ahead  of  the  main  elements.  Engineer  operations 
within  the  AO  wore  devoted  initially  to  improvement  of  roads  and  instal¬ 
lations  of  water  points  at  the  log  base  near  TAZ  IIUUI.  The  road  between 
TAX'  rUJII  and  3W3I  DA  was  repaired  which  included  the  construction  of  a 
timber  bridge  at  ST  273513.  The  finished  bridge  was  a  Class  30  with  a 
b'qvxso  to  the  east  for  heavier  equipment  such  os  tanks,  ihgineer  tasks 
throughout  the  operation  wore  involved  with  filling  ruts,  and  removing 
berms,  the  VC  had  emplaced  and  widening  narrow  stretches  to  accommodate 
heavy  vehicles.  Many  culverts  were  installed. 

On  6  ilay  the  engineer  battalion  was  given  the  mission  to  construct 
end  repair  the  road  from  XT  335577  to  XT  282678  for  the  passage  of  div 
fcrty  supporting  maneuvering  infantry  units  in  the  north.  Work  on  the 
road  began  with  the  filling  of  ruts  caused  by  tha  early  morning  rain  and 
the  paccnge  of  tanks  and  AFC's.  L&terite  of  a  good  quality  was  not 
available  so  dry  fill  taken  from  two  pits  opened  by  the  engineers  was 
usod.  Culvert's  had  to  be  installed  along  many  roads  to  keep  the  standing 
\ntsr  from  deteriorating  the  sides  of  the  road.  Ifiich  bulldozer  and  dump 
truck  hauling  was  necessary  for  the  extraction  of  the  artillery  from 
Base  4* 

The  next  major  task  of  the  engineer  included  the  building  of  bridges, 
filling  cuts,  and  reinforcing  existing  bridges  for  the  passage  of  artil¬ 
lery  and  supply  vehicles  to  the  MICHEL  HI  Plantation  area.  During  the 

24  days  of  the  operation  four  bridges  were  repaired  or  replaced,  approx¬ 
imately  100  kilometers  of  road  were  repaired,  numerous  culverts  and  by¬ 
passes  were  installed,  and  water  was  supplied  utilizing  the  following 
equipment: 

3  graders 

3  Civ.H>p  loaders 

2  bulldozers 

2  tank  dozers 

3  erclators 

1  stool  wheel  roller 

1  wobbly  wheel  roller 

13  dump  trucks 

1  wrecker 

6  i  ton  trucks 

5  3/4  ton  truciai 

6  2?  ton  trucks 

2  POL  trucks 
11  bridge  trucks 

e.  Signal: 

(l)  Size  of  Force: 

Bq  121st  Sig  Bn 
A  Co 
B  Co 
C  Co 

let  Fwd  Sig  Flat 
3d  Fwd  Slg  Flat 


Lt  Col  R.R.  Curingtoa 
Capt  J.J.  Berroa 
Copt  R.C.  Baugh 
1st  Lt  S.J.  Luqyk 
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(2)  How  and  T.’hen  Employed  s  The  battalion  provided  7HF,  HF,  and 
Fxl  radio,  and  secure  on-line  teletype  service  to  Division  Advance  TOC, 

1st,  2d,  and  3d  Brigade  Forward  CPs,  and  Division  Artillery  Forward. 

Company  C  was  tasked  with  the  mission  of  providing  the  communication 
forward  while  communications  were  terminated  at  DI  AH  by  A  Company  and 
at  PI10  LOI  by  B  Company.  A  reinforced  platoon  from  C  Company  deployed 
and  provided  the  following > 

(a)  Termination  five  TOP  systems  (60  channels)  providing  tele¬ 
phone  hot  line  and  comaon  user  circuits  to  higher,  lower,  end  rear 
echelons,  requiring  four  AH/5®C-69,s. 

(b)  Communications  canter  service  to  all  elements  at  TAX  NINH, 
utilizing  an  All/lSC-29  with  four  secure,  half  duplex,  teletype  positions. 

(c)  Local  end  trunk  switching  service  for  all  elements  in  TAX  NINH, 
requiring  one  AH/fTC-7  switchboard  and  90  telephones. 

(d)  Secure  radio  teletype  communication  forward  and  rear  for 
logistical  traffic  and  back  up  communication  center  teletype.  Cc3 
AN/CBC-2S  and  one  AN/GRC-46  were  utilized. 

(e)  El  relay  for  two  Brigade  Command  Nots  and  CG  Command  Hat. 

Three  AM/VRC-49's  were  installed  in  a  3/4  ton  shelter  and  airlifted  to 
NUI  BA  DJSJ.  On  21  April  the  triple  Fx!  retransmission  set  was  air¬ 
lifted  to  lJUI  Bui  DEM.  By  1630  hours  on  24  April,  VHF  contact  was 
established  with  Div  Arty  Forward,  DX  AN,  and  PIIU  LOI. 

The  3d  Forward  Signal  Platoon  moved  with  the  3d  Brigade  Trains  to 
TAX  NEII.  However,  while  displacing  the  AH/HC-69»  it  was  dropped  by  a 
CH-47  and  totally  demolished.  Circuits  wore  provided  to  3d  Brigade  over 
tho  1st  Brigade  system.  When  the  3d  3rigode  moved  on  23  April,  El  com¬ 
munications  was  used  for  the  remainder  of  the  operation. 

The  1st  Forward  Signal  Platoon  moved  to  the  AO  with  1st  Brigade 
Trains  on  24  April.  While  displacing  on  27  April,  the  AN/  HC-69  was 
dropped  during  the  airlift  and  Ki  radios  were  used  for  communications 
for  the  remainder  of  the  operation. 

On  11  iky  a  system  t-o  Danger  TAC  at  DAU  TISNG  was  activated  and 
supported  by  tho  Forward  CP  Platoon  at  TAX  NINH.  This  system  was 
operational  through  15  lay. 

Requirements  for  communication  support  for  the  TOC/Log  Base  at 
TAX  NINH  were  muck  greater  than  anticipated.  Representative  figures 
reflect  this  as  follows  1 

(a)  Installed  wire  -  HD-1 ,  40  olios 

Spiral-4,  10  miles 

(b)  Installed  telephones  -  92 
Circuite  installed 1 

(s)  Hot  line  -  23 

(b)  Cosnon  user  -  19 

(c)  Teletype  -  6 

Ho  «n«qr  electronic  warfare  was  noted  during  Operation  BOTaUCOA::. 
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d.  U.S.  Adr  Force  Close  Air  Supports 

(l)  Size  of  Force.  During  Operation  BIRMINGHAM,  e  total  of  1,046 
TAC  close  air  support  air  sorties  were  flown  in  support  of  1st  Infantry 
Division  elements  as  follows: 


TOTAL  LZ  AIR  SKI 


DATS 

SORTIES 

PRE-STRIKE  COVER 

INTERDICTION 

SPOT 

IMMEDIATE 

24  Apr 

71 

25  17 

27 

2  (CAS) 

25  Apr 

44 

42 

2  (Interdict) 

26  Apr 

60 

6 

33 

3  (CAS) 

18  (interdict) 

27  Apr 

77 

10 

48 

19  (CAS) 

28  Apr 

57 

55 

7  (CAS) 

29  Apr 

69 

26 

35 

6  (CAS) 

2  (Interdict) 

30  Apr 

64 

45 

3 

16  (CAS) 

1  Hoy 

60 

39 

21  (CAS) 

2  May 

50 

2 

42 

6  (CAS) 

3  May 

30 

22 

6 

2  (VC  in  open) 

4  May 

20 

10 

2 

3  (CAS) 

5  Hay 

40 

1 

9 

32 

2 

5  (CAS) 

6  May 

37 

3 

32 

2  (interdict) 

7  »by 

40 

11 

24 

5  (CAS) 

0  May 

45 

9 

3-> 

3 

2  (Cover) 

9  May 

42 

25 

17  (CAS) 

10  May 

23 

23 

11  lfay 

42 

6 

34 

2  (VC  in  open) 

12  May 

31 

4 

25 

2  (LZ) 

13  May 

40 

36 

4  (Cover) 

H  May 

• 

35 

35 

15  May 

40 

36 

16  May 

21 

_  21 

TOTAL 

1,046 

09  60 

731 

16 

163 

(2)  Bov  and  Uher  toplcyeds  Tha  7th  BStf  had  the  aiasion  of 
providing  air  support  for  the  operation.  TAC  air  was  cgOoyed  on 
targets  in  the  priorities  liatad  balovs 
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.  (a)  neutralization  of  enemy  forces  in  contact. 

(b)  Destruction  of  reported  enery  formations  end  occupied  base 

areas. 

(o)  Interdiction  of  enemy  routes  of  reinforcement  and  withdrawal. 

(d)  Destruction  of  known  bases  and  storage  areas. 

(3)  Control  Measures:  All  but  the  SKI  SPOT  (Radar  bombing)  flights 
were  FAC  controlled.  Target  clearance  was  controlled  through  several 
aeons.  Brigade  AO  boundaries  :rere  utilized  as  FCL's  during  the  opera¬ 
tion  and  all  strikes  in  the  AOs  were  cleared  by  respective  brigade 
ground  elements  prior  to  execution.  Areas  outside  brigade  AOs  but 
Within  the  division  AO  were  cleared  by  G3  Air. 

(4)  Communication: 

(a)  Preplanned  requests  were  initially  submitted  by  brigades  to 
G3  Air  (Fud)  on  VHF  sole  users  circuits.  These  were  then  passed  to 

II  FFCRCSV,  with  G3  Air  (Rear)  monitoring.  The  VHF  capability  to  the 
brigades  was  lost  midway  through  the  operation  and  preplans  were  passed 
by  either  USAF  HF  radio  or  Liaison  Officer.  Although  the  method  was 
not  eg  satisfactory  as  the  orignal  method,  requests  were  generally  sub¬ 
mitted  in  a  timely  manner. 

(b)  Immediate  requests  were  submitted  in  the  standard  manner  by 
the  FAC  passing  the  request  by  VHF  to  either  G3  Air  (Fwd)  or  Rear,  who 
would  then  pass  it  to  DASC  via  VHF  sole  user.  No  immediate  requests 
were  submitted  directly  to  the  DASC  by  units  on  HF.  It  is  doubtful  if 
the  attempt  would  have  been  successful  due  to  interference  and  antenna 
limitations. 

(5)  effectiveness: 

(a)  Close  air  support  missions  in  support  of  units  in  contact  or 
destruction  of  targets  located  by  units  were  highly  effective.  During 
the  extraction  of  a  Long  Range  Patrol  in  contact  with  a  sizeable  VC 
force,  150  VC  were  killed  by  air.  Success  of  the  extraction  is  attri¬ 
butable  to  the  use  of  tactical  air. 

(b)  Interdiction  missions  were  attempted  by  the  division  for  the 
first  tine  on  a  large  scale.  Same  of  the  results  were  not  wholly  satis¬ 
factory  and  the  interdiction  program  was  Inhibited  by  the  following 
factors: 


!•  Lack  of  experience  In  conducting  an  interdiction  program 
at  all  levels. 

£.  Look  of  sufficient  01  aircraft.  Consequently  FACs  were  able 
to  operate  only  In  the  vicinity  of  brigade  AOe.  Interdiction  targets 
over  ten  miles  easy  from  the  AO  oould  be  hit  only  on  a  lindtod  basis. 

2.  Lack  of  ordnance,  especially  medium  and  large  general  purpose 
bomba.  As  a  result,  a  email  number  of  available  oortlas  hit  fewer  tar¬ 
gets  than  was  desired. 

4.  lack  of  definite  targeting  date  in  the  initial  rhases  of  the 
operation.  Itoat  information  waa  not  currant  and  its  souroe  oould  not  be 
evaluated,  la  the  operation  progressed,  Intelligence  improved  and  mere 
lucrative  targets  ware  developed  during  the  latter  stages. 
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2 

5 

100  (eBt) 
50 
3 
9 
255 
12 


333.5  Tons 
439.7  Tons 
34.3  Tons 
203  Cannisters 
16.9  Tons 

4S 

e.  U3AF  Tactical  Airlift: 

(1)  Deployment.  Initial  plana  called  for  five  infantry  battalions, 
five  artillery  batteries,  and  two  brigade  headquarters  to  make  a  combat 
assault  landing  at  TAX  NHJH  3  Airfield  (4600  foot  laterite  strip)  on 
D-Day.  To  accomplish  this,  13  C-130  aircraft  would  have  to  complete  75 
sorties.  One  infantry  battalion  would  initially  secure  the  strip  and 
the  remainder  of  the  units  would  be  landing  utilizing  a  10  minute  inter¬ 
val  corridor  operation. 

During  a  planning  conference,  1IACV-J4  personnel  stated  that  the  strip 
would  be  unable  to  support  75  sorties  in  one  day,  but  would  probably  sup¬ 
port  a  maxima  of  60.  Plans  were  adjusted  whereby  one  battalion  of  infan¬ 
try  and  one  artillery  battery  were  pre-positioned  at  DAD  TIISIC  on  D-1  by 
C-123  and  a  second  infantry  battalion  was  lifted  into  the  small  dirt 
strip  at  SfcOI  DA  on  D-Day  by  CV-2.  The  remaining  elements  wore  to  be 
lifted  in  approximately  67  sorties  to  TAI  NMI  3.  All  combat  elements 
would  be  moved  by  7  C-130  in  57  sorties  on  D-Day.  The  remainder  would 
be  moved  on  D+1 . 

On  D-Day,  2d  Eta,  16th  Inf,  landed  at  0625,  utilizing  a  formation 
assault  landing,  closing  in  20  minutes.  During  the  day  2200  passengers 
and  400.S  tons  of  equivalent  voro  air  landed  by  C-130.  Fifty-eight 
sortior.  were  flown  and  at  no  time  was  the  area  congested.  By  utilizing 
high  density  loading  techniques,  the  53  sorties  on  D-Day  lifted  all  hut 
five  loads  which  were  delivered  on  D+1 .  It  was  readily  apparent  that 
the  strip  could  have  supported  more  than  60  sorties  on  D-Day. 

(2)  Resupply.  Initially,  all  resupply  was  to  be  by  air  with  tho 
majority  of  Glass  I,  III,  and  7  carried  by  DSAF  fixed  wing  aircraft.  It 
was  the  responsibility  of  1st  Logistical  Command  to  program  this  resupply 
to  their  forward  elements  at  TAX  1JEIH.  A  total  of  6,460  tons  were  deliv¬ 
ered,  primarily  by  C-130  aircraft,  with  a  daily  average  of  306.4  tons. 

Some  resupply  nisei  oris  continued  all  night.  Some  difficulty  was  exper¬ 
ienced  by  pilots  in  finding  the  field  which  was  lit  by  "been  beg"  portable 
lights  and  flare  pote. 


(6)  Results: 

Buildings  destroyed 
Bunkers  destroyed 
Sampans  destroyed 
Cun  emplacement  destroyed 
Rice  destroyed  (tons) 

POL  drums  destroyed 
Bridges  destroyed 
VC  KBA  (BC) 

VC  KBA  (est) 

Secondary  explosion 

(7)  Ordnance  expended: 

33 

Napalm 

Fragmentation 

CBtJ 

UP 

Zuni  Rockets 
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(3)  Extraction.  The  initial  plan  called  for  extraction  of  the 
majority  of  the  units  by  fixed  wing  aircraft  from  Til  NIMH.  Due  to 
the  change  the  area  of  operation,  many  units  were  in  close  proximity 
to  their  base  camps  at  the  termination.  Consequently,  the  USAF  partic¬ 
ipation  in  the  extraction  was  limited  to  movement  of  equipment  and  mat¬ 
erial  that  could  not  be  moved  by  road  convoy  from  TAI  NDIH,  such  as  fork¬ 
lifts  and  salvage  vehicles.  Twenty  sorties  were  floun  to  complete  the 
extraction  phase. 

A  total  of  71 6  C-130  and  C-123  sorties  were  flown  during  Operation  . 
BUCmiGHAIi,  carrying  7063.6  tons.  The  airstrip  remained  in  excellent 
condition  throughout  the  operation,  requiring  a  minimum  of  maintenance 
effort  in  spite  of  moderate  rainfall  during  the  latter  stages. 

f.  U.S.  Amy  Aviation: 

(1)  Size  of  Force: 

1st  Aviation  Battalion 
11th  Aviation  Battalion 

116th  Aviation  Company  (UH-1 ) 

123th  Aviation  Company  (UH-l) 

I62d  Aviation  -Company  (UH-1 ) 

173d  Aviation  Company  (UH-1) 

147th  Aviation  Company  (CH-47) 

173  th  Aviation  Company  (CH-47) 

125th  ATC  (Air  Traffic  Control  Team) 

(2)  How  and  When  itaployed: 

(a)  1st  Aviation  Battalion.  The  battalion  provided  general 
aviation  support  for  the  1st  Infantry  Division,  in  Aviation  Air  Traffic 
Control  facility  :iao  provided  at  TAI  IIIHII  (West)  and  DAU  TI2NG  Airfielda 
during  the  operation.  The  battalion  moved  to  TAI  HDHI  (West)  Airfield  on 
24  April  and  established  a  division  base  airfield  operation  which  con¬ 
tinued  until  termination  of  Operation  BIRI  EHIGIIAj The  battalion  provided 
three  UII-1D  aircraft  for  the  Division  Command  Group  and  four  OH-13  air¬ 
craft  for  the  Division  Tac  CP. 

The  following  was  accomplished  during  the  period  24  April  -  16  I  by: 

CARGO  PASSEEGHR3 

HaraBjaaB  sqsxss  mm  mm — 

011-1  -  1,141;  OH-13  -  400;  4,311  71.7  Tons  4,311 

OV-1  -  121 

(b)  11th  Aviation  Battalion.  The  battalion  was  placed  in  direct 
support  of  the  division.  Initial  planning  Indicated  that  support  oould 
best  be  rendored  from  a  forward  location  within  the  area  of  operations. 
The  Headquarters  Detaobnent(-) ,  two  airmobile  compenioa,  and  one  medium 
helicopter  company(-)  displaced  to  TAI  IHHH  1  Airfield.  Battalion 
liaison  officero  ware  attached  to  each  of  the  participating  brigades  and 
support  ooaaand.  One  air  mobile  oonpany  was  placed  in  direct  support  of 
each  brigade  for  resupply  ml  salons  and  the  medium  holioopter  oonpeny  was 
placed  In  general  export  for  login tio  resupply  of  the  division.  All 
requlrmaants  for  aerial  resupply  of  the  brigades  were  channeled  through 
the  brigade  liaison  offloars  direct  to  the  battalion  for  execution. 

The  battalion,  with  fbur  airmobile  oompenles,  provided  90  UB-ID'a 
and  12  CH-47' s  to  airlift  elnanta  of  the  division  from  LAI  SHE  and  the 
forward  staging  area a  mA  conducted  oaabat  aasaolta  into  preeeleoted 
landing  aonae  in  the  area  of  operation. 
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The  following  was  acconpliched  during  the  course  of  Operation 


BIRinHGBAII: 

116th 

I62d  173d 

m 

173th  TOTAL 

Sorties 

5,376 

227 

5,147  1,141 

226 

2,071 

14,630 

Passengers 

9,397 

461 

S,779  3,9C7 

639 

6,13 3 

29,496 

Cargo  (Ton) 

463.1 

16.1 

376.4  23.9 

305.1 

2,795.2  3,934, 

Hours 

1,740.7 

635.2 

1,613.0  507.2 

168.5 

697.2 

5,374, 

g.  Chord. cal  Operations  Sunniary:  During  Operation  BIKmiGHAII,  an 
unprocodonted  amount  of  riot  control  agent  was  expended  for  1st  Infantry  * 

Division  operations.  A  total  of  ten  E-153  Air  Droppable  CS  Clusters  and 
three  hundred  barrels  of  CS-1  (24,000  lbs)  were  delivered  from  Aray  air¬ 
craft  against  known  and  suspected  VC  troop  concentrations.  In  each  case, 

CS  u3o  was  followed  up  by  air  strikes,  artillory  preparations,  and/or 
infantry  attacks  within  ter  minutes  after  completion  of  the  drop.  In  all 
CS  attacks  but  two,  targets  were  located  so  deep  in  the  jungle  that  fol¬ 
low-up  by  ground  attack  was  not  possible  at  the  time.  In  two  attacks, 
with  E-153  clusters,  the  targets  were  enemy  troops  who  were  directing  fire 
against  helicopters.  In  both  instances,  the  fire  was  suppressed  after  the 
clusters  functioned  on  the  target.  In  tuo  CS  attacks  followed  up  by., 
ground  forces,  no  VC  were  found  in  the  target  urea. 

9.  RESULTS:  a.  Friendly  losses: 

ZIA  56 

VIA  324 

;oa  i 

Equipment  lost:  None 
Bquiment  destroyed:  1-0-1 

2  -  Ii-113  AFC'3 
1  -  5-ton  truck 
1  -  AIl/iRC-69 

1  -  1y-ton  trailer 

2  -  10  leu  generators 
1  -  v-ton  truok 

Equipment  damaged:  15  -  UB-ID's  ' 

6  -  CH-47's 

7  -  11-113  APC's 

1  -  11-48A3  tank 

2  -  5-ton  bridge  trucks 
2  -  5-toa  trucks 

1  -  AIl/iHC-69 
1  -  fuel  tanker 
1  -  front  loader 
1  -  2£-ton  truck 

b.  Sncny  losees: 


KIA  (Body  (boat)  IIS 

EZA  (Probable)  307 

VCC  2C 

70S  162 

Betaraeee  30 


Equip— vt  destroyed  or  oaptared:  130  -  weapons 

66  -  base  ooape 

63  -  eadMs  \ 

%  £ 
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6  -  aid  stations 

3  -  hospitals 

4  -  factories 
6  -  POL  dumps 

1  -  Political  Indoctrina¬ 
tion  Center 

1  -  boat  repair  shop 

4  -  miscellaneous  produc¬ 
tion  facilities 

2  -  bicycle  repair  shop 
106  -  nines  and  booby  traps 
353  -  grenades 

3,339  -  SA  mo 

2  -  250  lb  bombs 
24  -  mortar  rounds 
16  -  howitzer  rounds 
43  -  C3U  bonblets 

2,103  -  xlce  (tons) 

32 3  -  salt  (tons) 

35  -  idieat  (tons) 
l6.5-ni8oellaneous  food¬ 
stuffs  (tons) 

1,240  -  cooking  oil  (cal) 
1,332  -  motor  oil  (gal) 

13,949  -  shirts 
3,603  -  pants 
175  -  bicycles 
24  -  caving  nachines 
2,520  -  kerosene  (gal) 

163  -  boats  and  sampans 

3  -  typeurltora 

5.300  -  cement  (lbs) 

6  -  motors 

935  -  sheets  of  tim 

2  -  refrigerators 

1  -  threshing  machine 
13,000  -  lumber  (board  feet) 

1  -  generator 
1  -  printing  press 

3  -  stoves 
310  -  huts 

1,162  -  batteries  (BA-30) 

1.300  -  soap  (bars) 

3,030  -  Fuel  (gal) 

16,633  -  documents  sareened 
(pages) 


10.  *.  issues  * 

(l)  Preparation.  Preparation  for  Operation  BTEnKCHKt  included  q 
detailed  analysis  of  exoerlenoe  gained  during  pvtviwi  operations, 
•eepedally  Operation  JJSL3SZ,  does  coordination  use  effected  between 
ell  alarm.!*-  of  the  let  Division  Support  Comend,  0-4,  participating 
3-4’ ■,  and  1st  Logiatioal  Qomaad.  Specific  areas  which  proved  of  moat 
importance  wares 

(a)  Preposltlonlng  aircraft  fuels  at  TAX  SIB  1  Airfield  prior  to 

D-Dagr. 

(b)  Jrtebllataant  tiff  tbs  1st  logiatioel  Oamnd)  of  a  Forward 
A— itlon  Oopply  Point  and  controlling  the  aovepent  of  ell  nleeeae  of 
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supply  to  the  forward  areas  £raa  BUSH  HOA  and  TAN  SOI]  1IHDT  Air  Boses. 
In  addition,  l3t  Logistical  Comand  furnished  the  required  I&teriela 
Handling  Equipment  (iJHE),  and  augmented  the  refueling  equipment  of  the 
division. 


(o'  The  establishment  of  a  central  coordinating  point  for  control 
oi'  logistic  aircraft  within  the  Division  Transportation  Office. 


(d)  A  composite  maintenance  facility  and  a  composite  medical 
clearing  station  for  the  support  of  the  entire  force  were  set  up  at 
the  logistical  base. 

(e)  &jtailishoent  of  a  scheduled  passenger  and  cargo  flight  dally 
between  each  Mce  camp  and  the  logistical  base. 

Although  some  adjustments  were  required  during  the  operation,  the 
basio  plans  and  preparations  made  prior  to  the  operation  were  sound,  and 
resulted  in  tho  support  commend  providing  outstanding  logistical  uuppert 
to  all  units  during  the  entire  operation.  The  extension  of  the  tine 
frame  of  the  operation,  and  introduction  of  additional  forces  required 
tho  augmentation  of  certain  facilities.  This  was  done  quickly  and 
effectively  without  hindering  the  logistical  support  rendered. 

(2)  Execution: 


(a)  Supply. 


V  A  . 

.  *  V  . 


1.  Class  I.  Tho  supply  of  this  commodity  was  accomplished  with 
ninimua  difficulty.  Sufficient  "A"  ration  components  were  furnished,  to 
provide  all.tyoops'uith  at  least  one  modified  "A®  meal  .daily.  Support 
troops,  and  all  combat  units  during  the  "rest- period",'  were  providod  v 
modified  "A"  rations,  three  times  daily.  Sufficient  ice  was  made  avail¬ 
able  through  local  procurement  with  Imprest  Funds  and  resupply  fton 
DI  AN  base.  Sundry  packs  were  issued  every  five  days.-  Volume  of  ... 
Operations  ...  •.  i.v  ..,yj  ..*u. 


"A"  ration,  components  ,-.i  *107,380  rations  •  c 

ration  composed to  *  v-.r:,  -*  133,445  rations- 
•'  "C"  ration.  >  72.313  rations 

313,643  or  71C.4  short  tons 


•  ■  Glass  II  and  IV  (less  repair  parts).  Units  carried  antici¬ 
pated  Class  II  and  IV  requirements  in  their  battalion  trains.  However, 
experlenoe  during  tha  operation  indioatad  that  sene  units  did  not  carry 
adequate  Class  II  and  IV  Items  to  sustain  them  during  the  operation} 
this  vau:  noticed  early  in  the  first  week  whan  emergency  requisitions 
were  placed  for  basic  re-supply  items  uhich  should  have  bean  available 
In  battalion  trains.  Extension  of  the  operation  tina  frame  increased 
tho  motor  of  daaande  received  for  Class  II  sad  IV  items.  All  were 
filled  in  a  minimum  of  that.  Typical  of  items  requested  ware  gaa  necks 
and  component  parts,  barrier  materials,  ponchos,  lanterns,  water  oens, 
nylon  rope  end  marker  panels.  Voluas  of  Class  II  and  IV  during  the 
operation  totaled  40  abort  tone. 


1-  Close  m.  Fuel  dispensing  equipemnt  was  tha  limiting  factor 
on  speed  and  sfflaiancy  of  refueling  operations. .  Additional  equipment 
acquired  from  the  1st  Loglrtioal  Qomund  made  it  peaaihla  to  support  the 
operations  affectively.  The  idni-Fort  aystema  again,  proved  their  .axtr mm 
value.  Additional  .dni-Forta  or  greater  capacity  pomp*  and  Boreoon»joo- 
•rte  are  required  to.  lapnawi  the  speed  md  sfflaisoqy  of  raftelUf  open- . 
aUqpw}.  A  total  of  12  each  10,000  gallon  oollapeible  storage  tank  were 
vUUart  giving tfce^^aae  »1»,OQQ  gallon  ;aV»aga  ospedty. 

-  ,  C0NRDE.m' 
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POL  resupply  of  the  logistical  base  vas  accomplished  almost  entirely 
by  air,  utilizing  the  Air  Force  "Flying  Cow",  and  500  gallon  collapsible 
drums.  Sufficient  POL  of  all  types  was  on  hand  during  the  entire  opera¬ 
tion  .  Volume  of  operations: 

106,720  gallons 
111,127  gallons 
1,021,125  gallons 
56.917  gallons 

1,295,339  or  3,444.9  short  tons 

4.  Class  V.  Personnel  from  the  1st  Logistical  Command's  3d 
Ordnance  Battalion  drew  the  required  ammunition  from  the  LONG  BUIH 
Ammunition  Depot,  transported  it  to  the  BUR  HOA  Air  Base,  loaded  the 
items  on  OSAF  C-130  aircraft,  off-loaded,  and  stored  it  at  their  forward 
ASP  at  TAX  NHJH  (Wert).  They  provided  the  personnel  and  materiel  hand¬ 
ling  equipment  (ifflE)  at  both  aerial  ports  to  support  the  operation. 

1st  Infantry  Division  units  draw  the  required  ammunition  from  the  for¬ 
ward  ASP  as  required.  The  forward  ASP  was  automatically  resupplied,  based 
on  the  daily  required  rate  of  supply  established  by  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  DAO.  Stocks  ware  adjusted  based  on  changes  in  the  daily  required 
rate  of  supply. 

At  the  time  the  daily  required  "rate  of  supply  for  105am  and  155cm 
artillery  ammunition  tripled,  it  became  necessary  to  augment  the  airlift 
capability  with  land  ammunition  convoys .  1st  Log  Command's  goal  was  to 
establish  a  three  day  supply  on  the  ground  at  the  forward  ASP  by  the 
seventh  day  of  the  operation.  Thij:  was  accomplished  on  the  sixth  day. 

1st  Logistical  Command  later  required  the  forward  ASP  to  have  three  days 
of  supply  on  the  ground  with  an  additional  two  days  on  the  vehicles 
generated  by  the  second  land  convoy. 

The  DAO  section  established  an  office  at  the  forward  ASP  providing 
the  units  drawing  ammunition  with  "one  stop"  service.  Ammunition  Trans¬ 
portation  Orders  (DA  Form  531)  were  vouchered,  authenticated  and  reviewed 
by  DAO  personnel  located  at  the  ASP  Oporatlons  and  Stock  Control  Office. 
This  also  provided  the  1st  Infantry  Division  and  support  command  staff 
with  instantaneous  Class  V  stock  status  information  throughout  the  opera¬ 
tion.  With  this  information,  critical  Class  V  items  were  closely  moni¬ 
tored  and  adjustments  in  the  amounts  on  hand  made  before  a  shortage  prob¬ 
lem  developed.  At  no  time  during rihe  operation  were  units  tactically 
restricted  due  to  lack  of  ammunition.  , 


MQGAS 

DIESEL 

JP-4 

AVGAS 

TOTAL 


The  brigaae  and  artillery  trains,  located  at  the  Division  Log  Base, 
resupplied  forward  units  by  land,  and  airlift  from  their  trains  supply. 
They,  in  turn,  replenished  their  trains  from  the  forward  ASP,  as  required. 
By  close  liaison,  and  coordination  between  the  DAO,  and  the  brigado  end 
artillery  battalion  S-4's,  anticipated  requirements  wore  known  and  provided 
for  in  sufficient  time  to  preclude  any  problem  areas.  The  trains  were  . 
always  full,  and  the  forward  units  were  always  supplied.  The  only  resup¬ 
ply  problems,  continually  faced  by  the  units,  was  one  of  availability  of 
aircraft  for  lifting  ammunition  forward. 

During  the  final  phase  of  the  operation,  a  large  amount  of  anami- 
tion  was  on  hand  at  the  forward  ASP.  All  1st  Infantry  Division  trains 
were  filled  to  capacity  upon  tbs. termination  ef  the  operation.  The 
except:  of  S4.,njffld-  Ml thd.jidnbludion  6$  Him ,6pekaiiob  vftii 

issued-,  to  the.  25t^r  gentry-' Divieioii,'  end. the  TAX  H2NH~Det4Cto«t>>5th 
febbial  .tprees  (koto p.,  ApprOxlmAtely  72  tone  vere'  beok-haUled  to''the''-. 

LONG  BXKH  Aiaattnltioa  Depot  ty  let  Logistical  Coaand  and  let  Infantry" 
Divisions  a VS  Battalion  tehjelep*  fiperatioee  totaled  3,238 

short  tone.  1  ‘ 
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(b)  Services. 

(1 )  Laundry.  This  service  was  provided  to  all  units.  It  was 
not  used  extensively  and  was  relatively  slow,  averaging  60  hours  fron 
turn-in  to  completion.  However,  it  is  believed  that  this  service  is 
necessary  and  continued  efforts  will  be  made  to  improve  it.  Approxi¬ 
mately  350  bundles  were  processed. 

(2)  Bath.  Initially,  bath  service  was  provided  by  prefabricated 
shower  facilities.  During  the  rest  phase  of  the  operation,  the  bath  unit 
located  at  DI  AN  Base  was  moved  to  the  rest  area  for  troop  uso  during  that 
period.  After  the  rest  phase,  the  unit  was  moved  to  the  logistical  base, 
and  provided  shower  facilities  for  personnel  at  the  logistical  base.  Water 
was  furnished  by  a  5,000  gallon  tanker,  provided  by  the  1st  Logistical 
Command. 


(3)  Graves  Registration.  During  the  period  24  April  1966  through 
15  Hay  1966,  the  following  number  of  remains  were  processed,  and  evacuated 
from  the  Forward  Collection  and  Evacuation  Section  to  the  1st  Infantry 
Division  Collection  Point  at  DI  AN,  Vietnam.  One  enemy  dead  was  evacuated 
to  the  5th  Soeoial  Forces  Detachment  at  TAX  NIMH,  Vietnam,  on  24  April 
1966. 

HUKBZR  BY  DAI  *  '  NUHBBR  BOHITS 


24  Apr 

0 

1st  Bn,  2d  Inf 

22 

25  Apr 

11 

2d  Bn,  18th  Inf 

6 

26  Apr 

6 

1st  Eh,  28th  Inf 

6 

27  Apr 

2 

2d  Bn,  2d  Inf 

5 

28  Apr 

2 

.2d  Eh,  28th  Inf 

5 

29  Apr 

13  (1  non-div) 

1st  Bn,  16th  Inf 

4 

»  30  Apr 

8 

4th  C&v 

4 

1  Kay 

3 

1st  Eh,  18th  Inf 

3 

2  May 

0 

2d  Eh,  16th  Inf 

2 

3  Hay 

1  (non-div) 

1st  Sag  Bn 

2 

4  May 

2 

1st  Eh,  5th  Arty 

1 

5  flay 

2 

HHC  Div 

1 

6  ilny 

0 

8th  Eh,  6th  Arty 

1 

7  Kay 

0 

74th  Avn 

1  (non-div) 

6  Hay 

3 

5th  Sp  Force  Gp 

1  (non-div) 

9  May 

0 

Totals 

64 

10  May 

1 

11  Hay 

1 

12  May 

7 

13  Hay 

0 

14  May 

1 

15  May 

1 

Total! 

6 4 

(c)  Maintfoanoe.  The  maintenance  element  initially  took  direct 
exchange  (DI)  items,  l.e.,  carburetors,  regulators,  distributors,  a  small 
amount  of  major  assemblies  (generator  engines),  end  gaskets  to  suctain  a 
two  week  operation.  Resupply  of  other  supply  items  was  accomplished  by 
air  from  TAI  HINH  Log  Base.  Initial  planning  provided  two  C8-47’s  and 
one  Ult-1  to  support  ooamand  elements  for  logiatioa  resupply.  These  vere 
frequently  not  eve  liable  to  resupply  repair  parts  from  DZ  AS  to  TAX  HINH. 
A  2j-too  trade  load  of  repair  parts  was  required  daily.  Special  flights 
had  to  be  requested  each  day  to  transport  these  parts.  The  CV-2  courier 
serrioe  oould  not  be  need  elnoe  the  aircraft  was  frequently  loaded  by  the 
time  It  reached  BIB  BOA  and  lacked  zoom  for  the  load  of  repair  parts. 
Raeupply  would  have  boam  more  responsive  if  a  C&-47  had  been  available  on 
a  daily  beala.  The  following  Jobs  ware  cwpleted  during  the  operation! 
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48  -  Automotive 
184  -  Electronic 
8  -  Instrument 
21  -  Artillery 
35  -  Snail  Arms 
30  -  Engineer  Equipment 
153  -  Aircraft  and  Components 
434  -  Total 

Removal  of  unserviceable  sub-assemblies  (regulators,  generators,  etc), 
by  using  units  hindered  the  repair  of  equipment.  The  piece  of  equipment 
could  not  be  completed  until  the  unit  returned  the  items  which  had  been 
removGd.  Aircraft  maintenance  was  accomplished  on  site  by  a  contact  team 
which  remained  in  the  log  base  area.  Minor  repairs  end  adjustments  were 
made  on  site.  Major  repairs  vers  accomplished  by  the  maintenance  base  at 
PHD  101.  The  organic  aircraft  flew  a  total  of  33.3  hours  and  carried  52 
passengers  and  3,150  pounds  of  cargo. 

(d)  Medical.  Treatment  of  casualties  at  field  locations  was 
excellent.  Infantry  platoon  aldmen  displayed  outstanding  ability  end 
ingenuity  in  using  field  expedients.  Patients  came  to  clearing  station 
with  arm  and  leg  splints  made  from  tree  limbs  and  ponchos.  Also,  litters 
were  improvised  from  tree  limbs  and  ponchos.  Hospitalization  was  fur¬ 
nished  by  93d  Evacuation  Hospital,  3d  Surgical  Hospital,  !1obile  Army,  and 
3d  Field  Hospital.  Two  surgical  teams  from  3d  Surgical  Hospital,  Mobile 
Army,  consisting  of  six  officers,  and  eight  enlisted  men,  were  attached 
to  1st  Medical  Battalion  for  Operation  BIRMINGHAM.  They  performed  five 
major  surgical  procedures,  and  assisted  in  medical  treatment,  and  provided 
medical  guidance  concerning  care  of  numerous  other  patients. 

Medical  equipment  repair  was  not  needed  which  indicates  excellent  first 
•  echelon  maintenance  of  medical  equipment  throughout  the  division. 

DOSTOFF  made  approximately  150  field  pickups,  evacuating  286  casual¬ 
ties.  At  all  times  there  were  two  standby  aircraft,  and  thre*  during 
the  last  eight  days  of  the  operation. 

This  division  provided  4,755  pounds  (200  cubic  feet)  of  medical  sup¬ 
plies.  One-hundred  and  thirty  unite  of  whole  blood  were  furnished  to  the 
forward  area.  Method  of  resupply  was  exclusively  by  DOSTOFF,  to  include 
three  emergency  resupply  missions  and  one  mission  flown  for  resupply  of 
whole  blood. 

An  evaluation  of  the  medical  portion  of  Operation  BIRM3NGHAM  shows 
that  medical  support  was  adequate.  The  following  casualty  figures  indi¬ 
cate  medical  support  furnished  by  forward  elements  of  1st  ifedioal  Batta¬ 
lion  i 


KlA'o  DOA'a  54 

Injured  aa  a  result  of  hostile  action  3 07 

Mon-battle  injuries  244 

Diseases  356 

Died  of  wounds  in  clearing  station  7 

Dumber  of  air  rraeoations  from  forward  483 

area  to  hospital*  and  reer  clearing 
station 


(e)  Transportation.  Aircraft  requests  for  logistical  resupply 
ware  coordinated  by  the  DT0  throughout  the  operation.  Both  the  DTD 
Forward  and  DTO  Bear  were  used  extensively  tor  this  purpose.  A  courier 
aircraft  (CV-2B  Garlbou)  was  aads  available  to  all  unite.  Itch  bass 
oanp  had  utilisation  of  at  least  on*  full  aircraft  for  a  rand  trip  to 
and  from  the  division  lag  bass*  This  aircraft  was  used  extensively  far 

CONFIDENTIAL 

» 


CONFIDENTIAL 


resupply.  The  DTO  operated  an  aircraft  request  and  coordination  center 
for  all  types  of  aircraft.  Requirements  which  could  not  be  met  with  air¬ 
craft  in  the  operational  area  were  placed  on  the  DTO  Rear  where  addi¬ 
tional  aircraft  were  obtained.  The  courier  aircraft  (CV-2B)  was  under 
the  operational  control  of  DTO  Forward.  The  original  schedule,  estab¬ 
lished  prior  to  the  operation,  was  found  to  be  Inadequate  to  the  needs 
of  the  operation,  and  an  additional  aircraft  was  acquired.  At  the  sug¬ 
gestion  of  AACC  Rear,  the  schedule  was  completely  changed,  reducing  the 
number  of  aircraft  to  one,  and  eliminating  the  round-robin  schedule  in 
favor  of  a  direct  round  trip  flight  to  each  base  camp.  When  initiated 
this  new  schedule  was  found  most  satisfactory  in  that  it  provided  greater 
lift  capability  to  each  base  camp  while  simultaneously  reducing  the  num¬ 
ber  of  aircraft  required.  The  courier  flight  averaged  fourteen  sorties 
daily.  Each  sortie  carried  5,000  pounds  cargo  or  passenger  equivalent. 

The  DTO  supervised  tha  operations  of  the  Air  Transport  Control  Office 
(ATCO).  ATCO  personnel  were  provided  by  the  1st  Aviation  Battalion. 

(f)  Engineer  Support.  One  of  the  primary  missions  of  the  lat 
Engineer  Battalion,  during  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  was  to  open  and  maintain 
roads  from  XT  255500, to  XT  £91678  and  XT  371424  to  XT  483469.  These  roads 
were  opened  and  passed  wheel  vehicles  to  and  from  forward  areas  despite 
adverse  construction  weather.  Four  T-17  membranes  were  installed  to  be 
tfQg&d  as  hasty  helicopter  landing  pads.  Approximately  240,000  gallons 
of  potahle  water  were  processed.  Mine  clearing  operations  were  extremely 
extensive)  approximately  23  mines. in  various  legations  were  encountered 
and  either  removed  or  detonated  in  place. 

J.  4 

(g)  Communications.  The  hot  line  to  Division  Supply  Forward  was 
not  installed  until  D+2,  causing  minor  delays  prior  to  and  during  the 
early  days  of  the  exercise.  The  logistics  operations  are  dependent  upon 
rapid,  reliable  communication  with  the  forward  area. 

b.  Personnel*  Strengths  of  engineers,  artillery,  and  cavalry  were  as 
follows* 


Start  9 1  Opyattffl  fod  of  Operation 


1st  lngr  Si(-) 

HUB  Div  Arty(-) 

3th  Eh,  6th  Arty(-) 

"let  Bn,  5th  Arty(-) 

2d  Bn,  33d  Arty(-) 

3d  Ba,  319th  Arty(-) 

B  Btry,  2d  Bn,  13th  Arty 
B  Btry,  1st  Ba,  7th  Arty 
A  Btry,  6th  Bb,  27th  Aliy 
A  Btry,  2d  Bn,  32d  Arty 
C  Btry,  2d  Bn,  324  Arty 
lat  Sqda,  4th  Cav 


274 

295 

106 

106 

192 

190 

489 

485 

338 

336 

190 

177 

96 

117 

83 

68 

120 

119 

102 

111 

112 

118 

698 

745 

o.  Administrative  matters  for  lat,  2d,  and  3d  Brigades  art  included 
la  tanaaat  1,  J,  and  K. 


11.  SPftiLUt  JKffliHaMT  AND  t&AffllQOESi  a.  Fifty-five  Gallon  Drums  of 
CS-1.  flicn  ihw*,  each  8o  pounds  of  CS-1  (as 

■hipped)  we  rigged  with  two  U-4  Incendiary  Bursters,  s  length  of  safety 
fuae,  and  a  fuse  lighter.  The  fuse  was  out  to  allow  tha  dnai  to  function 
with  s  height  of  buret  of  about  tan  feat.  Tha  draw  vara  dropped  from 
OM7  and  CM  aircraft,  after  ignition  of  the  fuse  with  the  attached 
fine  lighter.  Jtar  odaadans  wars  flats,  throe  with  90  drums  each  (7,200 
of  CS-i)  and  one  with  30  drmm  (2,400  poomto  of  CS-i).  ill 
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were  against  sus;>ected  Viet  Cong  targets  and  one  mission,  after  air  and 
artillery  preparation,  was  followed  within  ten  minutes  by  an  infantry 
attack.  Ground  forces  reported  heavy  residual  contamination  of  the  target' 
area,  with  eye  irritation  reported  nine  kilometers  downwind  from  the  tar-  . 
get. 

b.  Experimental  Fuze  XM595-  Tests  of  this  fuze  were  conducted  by  8th 
&i,  6th  Arty  (155am)  and  1st  Bn,  5th  Arty  (l05mm)  on  6,  9,  and  10  iky. 
Sixty-seven  rounds  were  expended.  The  fuze  is  designed  to  allow  rounds 
to  penetrate  the  jungle  canopy,  but  burst  prior  to  striking  the  ground. 

The  zounds  fitted  with  this  fuze  during  the  test  were  erratic  in  deton¬ 
ating  and  were  observed  to  detonate  above  the  canopy  and  between  the  can¬ 
opy  and  on  the  ground  using  the  same  time  setting  after  a  time  registra¬ 
tion.  ibst  of  the  rounds  that  did  not  burst  in  the  air,  struck  the  ground 
as  duds.  Height  of  canopy  was  estimated  to  be  20  meters.  Recommend  addi¬ 
tional  tests  be  conducted  where  a  higher  canopy  exists  to  derive  valid 
conclusions  as  to  the  fuze  effectiveness. 

c.  Propaganda  Shell.  Ten  rounds  of  105mm  shell,  containing  600  leaf¬ 
lets  each  were  fired  over  the  area  south  of  the  village  of  LO  GO.  The 
projectiles  functioned  well  at  all  heights  of  burst  and  excellent  cover¬ 
age  was  obtained  within  the  target  area.  This  represented  the  first  use 
of  artillery  for  dispensing  leaflets  by  the  division. 

d.  AH/TPS-25  Radar.  Division  Artillery  utilized  the  AH/TPS-25  Sur¬ 
veillance  Radar  in  conjunction  with  firing  elements.  The  radar  proved 
especially  effective  in  detecting  movenent  of  personnel,  with  at  least 
12  targets  being  located  by  radar.  The  equipment  sIbo  provided  surveil¬ 
lance  of  artillery  placed  on  these  targets. 

e.  T-17  ilamfaranes.  T-17  membranes  were  used  on  helipads.  These  proved 
to  be  very  effective  for  DOSTOEF  pads  in  the  medical  areas  and  refueling 
pads  in  the  POL  area. 

f.  K-79  Canister  Round.  The  1st  and  2d  Bus,  28th  Inf  tested  the  can¬ 
ister  round  for  the  H-79  grenade  launcher.  The  round  proved  marginal  in 
its  initial  tests.  The  range  is  quite  limited  and  it  was  necessary  to 
aim  extremely  low  when  engaging  targets  at  a  distance  of  40  meters.  This 
round  is  more  effective  than  the  H 3  round  in  dense  jungle  vegetation. 

12.  Cftl} ’AIDERS  ANALYSIS*  Operation  BIKUNGHAS  was  another  highly  success¬ 
ful  operation  in  which  the  division  again  demonstrated  its  ability  and 
willingness  to  move  rapidly  to  a  distant  area  of  operations  for  the  con¬ 
duct  of  extoeded  jungle  operations  while  retaining  high  morale  and 
fighting  effectiveness.  This  operation  vaa  the  first  deep  penetration 
of  Her  Zone  C  since  1961  and  would  have  bean  deeper  and  more  prolonged 
had  the  approaching  monsoon  season  not  intervened. 

The  most  significant  aspect  of  Operation  BBCONGHAil  was  tbo  large  scale 
destruction  of  vast  quantities  of  VC  supplies  and  facilities  enumerated 
in  paragraph  9b.  This  o.eration  Is  certain  to  have  a  long  tern  adverse 
impact  on  VC  ability  to  shelter,  feed  end  equip  large  numbers  of  personnel 
while  immediate  results  may  force  postponasnt  or  cancellation  of  the 
predicted  VC  *lbosoon  Campaign*.  Ho  thid  the  tending,  the  materiel  losses, 
the  lose  of  praetiga  and  eentrol  in  an  area  formerly  considered  safe 
haven  is  expected  to  result  in  n  demoralising  blow  to  VC  stability  sad 
influence  in  TAX  XXXH  Province. 

Possibly,  no  other  operation  in  Vietnam  has  accomplished  such  exten¬ 
sive  damage  to  VC  logistics  sad  bass  ays  tarns.  ^^questionably,  sons  of 
the  largest  supply  ooohoe  of  tbo  Vietnamese  oonflict  wore  located  and 
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destroyed  during  the  three  week  offensive.  As  the  operational  area  shifted 
westward  to  the  RACK  CAI  BAC  River,  large  stores  of  captured  material  con¬ 
firmed  reports  of  numerous  supply  installations  along  the  CAH30DIAN- Bor¬ 
der.  The  location  of  installations  in  this  area  is  attributed  to  the  con¬ 
venient  access  to  supply  routes  from  CAMBODIA,  the  use  by  the  VC  of  the 
RACH  CAI  BAC  River  and  its  tributaries  as  water  routes,  and  the  fact 
that  B-52  strikes  have  been  offset  500  -  1000  meters  from  the  border  to  / 
preclude  bombs  striking  CAMBODIAN  territory.  The  type  of  VC  installations 
discovered  revealed  that  the  area  is  used  primarily  for  recuperation, 
training,  and  as  a  massive  supply  base.  There  were  few  food  producing 
areas  encountered,  further  substantiating  the  premise  that  most  foodstuffs 
ore  transported  from  other  locations  into  the  area.  In  analyzing  the 
location  of  storage  areas,  it  is  now  established  that  supplies  are  moved 
rapidly,  at  night,  from  their  border  locations  eastward  into  way  stations  / 
between  War  Zones  C  and  D,  thus  effectively  avoiding  B-52  strike  zones. 

The  operation  did  not  succeed  in  engaging  major  VC  forces  although 
one  battalion  of  the  70th  Regiment  was  severely  crippled  at  LO  GO.  The 
number  of  VC  killed  and  captured,  although  not  as  high  as  some  of  our  past 
operations,  represents  a  respectable  total.  An  encouraging  feature  of  the 
operation  ms  the  return  of  thirty  VC  to  GVN  control  j  their  defection 
credited  largely  to  division  operations  in  War  Zone  C.  The  Battle  of 
LO  GO  further  proved  the  effectiveness  of  tho  combined  arms  team.  Follow¬ 
ing  heavy  artillery  and  air  preparations,  two  infantry  battalions  demon¬ 
strated  their  ability  to  maneuver  in  close  terrain  and  successfully 
engage  and  destroy  eneity  forees.  Despite  this  successful  battle  engage¬ 
ment,  there  still  exists  a  requirement  for  additional  training  at  squad 
and  platoon  level  in  fire  and  movement,  marksmanship,  and  quick  reaction 
battle  drills.  To  remedy  this  deficiency  squad  and  platoon  battle  courses 
have  been  designed  at  all  brigade  base  locations. 

The  division  continued  to  improve  airmobile  assault  techniques.  The 
problem  of  delivering  concentrated  firepower  on  LZ’s  was  resolved  by  com- 
prapsiug  the  tine  devoted  to  the  preparation  and  increasing  the  close  air 
support  eartie  rate  and  preparatory  artillery  concentrations.  More  advan¬ 
ced  control  measures  have  been  developed  to  provide  continuous  firepower 
on  the  periphery  of  LZs  subsequent  to  the  airlanding  of  assault  elements. 
Greater  emphasis  is  also  being  placed  on  early  liaison  by  supporting  air¬ 
mobile  elements  down  to  the  infantry  battalion  level.  This  latter  re¬ 
quirement  has  materially  improved  the  precision  of  our  airmobile  assaults. 
During  this  operation  a  standardized  system  of  smoke  signals  was  pres¬ 
cribed  and  coordinated  with  interested  agencies  for  use  throughout 
Vietnam. 


In  the  logistios  area,  the  division  attempted  for  the  first  time  in 
Vietnem  to  utilize  direct  exchange  of  TA-50  (tropical  fatigue  jackets  and 
trouners)  clothing  during  a  combat  operation  away  from  base  camp.  Direct 
exchange  of  unmarked  clothing  permitted  mass  laundering  and  eliminated 
the  need  for  individual  bega,  unit  segregation  and  controlled  handling  of 
laundry.  The  direct  exchange  was  only  partially  successful  bocause  of 
limited  availability  of  replacement  clothing  which  permitted  exchange  of 
only  480  aetj  of  fatigues  in  each  infantry  battalion.  Accordingly,  a  few 
elements  of  the  infantry  battalions  and  all  combat  and  combat  support 
units  did  not  benefit  Area  the  system, 

11.  LESS0H3  LEAFtBPi  a.  Troops  employed  on  ambush  sites  have  a  tendency 
to  fire  prematurely  when  observing  enemy  targets.  Additional  indoctrina¬ 
tion  le  necessary  to  emphasise  letting  the  oneegr  more  in  closer  with  the 
higher  possibility  of  achieving  first  round  kills.  Salts  must  also  ooa- 
doot  additional  marksmanship  training  while  in  base  camps  with  emphasis 
m  rapid,  snap  fire  shooting  and  aiming  low. 
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b.  A  guide  for  the  longth  of  tine  a  unit  should  be  involved  on  extended 
search  and  destroy  operations  during  the  rainy  season  is  from  eight  to  ten, 
days.  Personnel  operating  for  longer  periods  in  wet  clothing  are  quite 
prone  to  the  development  of  sores,  heat  rashes,  and  respiratory  ailments. 
These  ailments  can  be  minimized  with  emphasis  on  personal  hygiene  and 
immediate  treatment,  but  they  will  not  be  eliminated  entirely. 

c.  One  of  the  most  effective  methods  of  surrounding  and  sealing  vil¬ 
lages  is  to  move  elements  during  the  hours  of  darkness,  completing  the 
move  prior  to  first  light,  thus  trapping  local  VC  in  their  homes.  Varying 
the  times  and. methods  of  surrounding  the  villages  enhances  the  chances  for 
success. 

\ 

d.  Company  size  units  require  drying  boxes  or  rooms  for  radios  and 
optical  equipment' to  permit  them  to  commence  operations  with  dry  radios 
and  batteries ,  thus  insuring  greater  reliability  of  the  equipment. 

e.  There  is  a  distinct  need  for  battalion  commanders  to  have  an  LOH 
at  their  disposal.  The  lack  of  prominent  terrain  features  coupled  with 
the  dense  growth  normally  encountered  in  Vietnam  are  sufficient  to  dis¬ 
orient  the  most  experienced  land  navigators.  The  LOH  capability  becomes 
more  imperative  during  movement  to  contact  and  during  pursuit  to  assist 
in  vectoring  units  to  desired  intermediate  objectives. 

f .  Long  range  reconnaissance  patrols  are  one  of  the  most  effective 
Intelligence  gathering  agencies.  These  patrols  must  be  rapidly  reinforced 
once  engaged  to  further  develop  the  situation  and  fix  the  enemy. 

g.  The  use  of  T-17  membranes  on  hell -pads  are  extremely  effective, 
particularly  for  DUSTOFF  (helicopter  medical  evacuation)  end  refueling 
pads.  Membranes  can  be  emplaced  with  a  minimum  of  time  and  effort. 

'  Sandbagging  is  preferable  to  burying  the  edges  to  permit  more  rapid 
displacement  to  a  new  location. 

h.  Expedient  earth  filled  causeways  and  culverts  are  the  best  solution 
to  improving  and  upgrading  roads  particularly  where  VC  have  access  to  the 
woe  at  right  and  can  easily  demolish  bridges.  Culverts,  unlike  bridging, 
are  not  removed  upon  termination  of  operations  in  the  area. 

i.  Massive  CS  attacks  on  suspected  or  known  eaecy  locations  arc  feasible 
and  practical.  The  application  of  CS  should  be  approximately  30  drums 
(2,400  pounds)  per  square  kilometer  of  target  area.  This  munition  Is 
effective  for  terrain  oontamination  and  creates  an  effective  cloud  that 
drifts  with  the  wind.  CS  strikes  should  be  followed  by  air  and  artillery 
preparation  and  when  possible,  exploited  by  ground  forces. 

j.  Troops  should  carry  a  minimum  of  two  quarts  of  water  on  all  opera¬ 
tions  and  no  leas  than  oight  salt  tablets  per  day.  With  profuse  sweating, 
eight  tablets  may  be  oonsussd  dally,  each  dose  to  be  taken  with  water. 

k.  When  their  unit  beoomes  engaged  oomandera  ere  very  often  raluotant 
to  use  all  available  fire  support  because  of  the  difficulty  in  identifying 
their  own  front  line  positions  in  the  jungle.  Pomanders  must  neverthe¬ 
less  continue  to  cell  on  available  sir  and  artillery  support  to  block 
mwsj  routes  of  withdrawal  or  reinforcement  end  to  strike  probable  VC 
rallying  or  attack  petitions. 

l.  VC  base  cmape,  caches  sad  logistical  Installations  continue  to  be 
disoovsred  along  roods,  water  routes  sad  trails.  Operations  oonductad 
in  dense  jungle  areas  lacking  routes  of  oosnuaicatlon  are  generally 
unproductive. 
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a.  The  direct  exchange  of  unmarked  fatigue  clothing  to  allow  mass 
laundering  requires  sufficient  stocks  of  clothing  to  provide  two  sets 
for  all  combat  and  combat  support  troops  engaged  in  the  operation.  . 
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t  ATTWTION  VO! 

*  ■ 

I  US  LONG  BANOS  07  OOR  ARTILLERY  CAN  JlEACH  100  ANIWHERE.  WHETHER  IP 

I  ARB  IN  IBB  MOUNTAINS,  THE  JON  OHS  OR  THE  PADHOS,  THERE  IS  NO  ESCAPE.  '  17  100 

I  .  '  .  . _ 

i  TRY  TO  HUB  3N  TONNELS  OR  CAVES  THEY  WILL  BECOME  TDOR  (SAVES  WHEN  WE  COLLAPSE 

mat  on  mu.  ir  too  remain  in  the  cm  too  will  ee  to®  to.  piecss.  there  is 

NO  XEJBJSE*  WHT  DO  TOO  CONTINUE  TO  STHJOCOS  AGAINST  OOR  OVEBWHSLKHTO  rCWERJ 
SAVE  T00TSEL7  IHCM  A  HORRIBLE  DBATHi  RALLY  NOW  TO  SOHVIVE  AND  SEE  TOOR  FAMILY 
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TRANSLATION  0?  LEAFLET  #7?P05  (aiB0  used  as  an  ISA  by  the  AHVL:) 


CADRES,  SOLDIERS  AND  DRAFTEES  of  TRAINING  CENTER  "  R" 

\ 

attention  frimes, 

THIS  IS  fiTB  VOICE  OF  THE  ARVN  AND  THE  ALLIED  FORCES.  W3  HAVE  YOUR 
TRAINING  CENTER  SURROUNDED. 

.  WE  KNOW  THAT  IDU  WERE  FORCED  TO  JOIN  THE  BLOODTHIRSTY  VIST-CONO  AND 
BETRAY  YOUR  COUNTRY.  WE  SINCERELY  CALL  ON  YOU,  AT  THIS  OPPORTUNITY,  TO  TURN 
YOUR  WEAPONS  AND  SHOOT  THE  V.C.  LEADERS  IN  ORDER  TO  SURRENDER  TO  THE  0P3RATLT 
FORCES.  DO  NCT  WAIT  ANY  LONGER. 

DEATH  IS  WAITING  FOR  YOU  SINCE  THE  FORCES  IN  OPERATION  AND  GIANT  AIRPLAT' 
WILL  STRIKE  AND  DESTROY  THIS  TRAININO  CaTPER.  IT  13  UP  TO  YOU  TO  CHOOSE  KITBE 
DEATH?  LIFE?  IF  YOU  DO  NCT  CHOOSE  NOW,  YOU  WILL  HAVE  NO  SECOND  CHANGE. 

LISTEN  TO  COR  APPEAL  TO  RETURN.  WHEN  YOU  COM3  OUT,  CARRY  THIS  LEAFLET 
AND  REPORT  TO  ANY  OPERATION  FORCES  NEAREST  TO  YOU.  YOU  WILL  B3  MX? 

WELCOMED  BY  ARVN  AND  ALLIED  FORCES  AND  BE  TAKEN  TO  A  SAT?  AREA  AND  SEE  YOUR 
FAMILY  AGAIN. 


5 


5  r" 


TRAKSLATION  OF  LEAFLET  VFQ03 


WHY  HID  HAVE  TO  LEAVE  SOUR  VHU®S  AND  LIVE  WITH  HARDSHIPS  IN  flilE 
JUN&SS  WITH  NO  POOD,  NO  CLOTHES,  NO  MEDICINES  WHEN  SOD  GIST  SICK?  WHO  HAS  Km  . 
CEIVED,  LURED  SOtJ  TO  LIVE  A  MISERABLE  LIFE?  WHO  KAHKSS  Ml  SCO  HOLES  ON  ROADS 
AND  PLANT  HOTS  TO  KILL  SOUR  OWN  OOUTHSKEN?  WHO  TOLD  SOU  TO  USE  VIOLENCE  AND 
FORCE  THE  PEOPLE  TO  PAT  TAXES? 

THEY  ARE  THE  OCHMUNXST  LEADERS,  UNDER  THE  MASK  OF  LIBERATION,  WHO  HAVE 
DECEIVED  SOU. 

LOCK  AT  SOUR  FORMER  COMRADES,  HOW  MANY  OF  THE?’  ASS  STILL  WITH  YOU?  WHERE 
ASS  THEY?  WHAT  HAPPENS  TO  THEM?  THEY  DIED  OF  BCMRS  AND  BULLETS,  SICKNESS  OR  K  • 
TURNED  TO  THE  JUST  CAUSE  AND  ARE  LIVING  HAPPILY  WITH  THEIR  FAMILIES. 

THE  RVNA?  IS  WILUNQ  TO  WSLCOtE  SOU. 

30UST  C.TJV.  HQS. 


translation  of  LEAFLET  mooli 


CADRES,  SOLDIERS  AND  MEMBERS  W  VC  RANKS. 

VHI  ARE  IKE  AR7N  ABLE  TO  CONDUCT  OPERATIONS  DEE?  INTO  300R  EHEOCiB?  i'i 
IS  DDE  TO: 

•INFORMATION  PROVIDED  BY  COR  AGENTS  PLANTED  IN  300R  UNITS. 

-INTOWATION  GIVEN  BY  THE  PEOPLE  TO  THE  GOVERNMENT. 

WE  KNOW  WHERE  YOD.ARE. 

WE  KNOW  WHERE  300  WILL  BE  GOING. 

FACING  THE  ATTACKS,  AIR  STRIKES  AND  CONSTANT  ARTILLERY  FIRS  OF  THE  AHVN 
AND  THE  AUJSRS,'1fiAT  WILL  HAPPEN  TO  300R  LIFE? 

nmnc  OF  3WJR  OLD  MOTHER,  300NG  WIFE  AND  CHILBRisN  WHO  ARE  WAITING  FDR  2D0 

31ST  C.T.A.  HQS. 


<A 

TRANSLATION  OF  LEAFLET  #H)gQ 

FRONT;  (Caption)  "SOMEONE  IS  MISSING  AT  KCKF - IDO" 

B&fXt  (Text) 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  VIET  CONGl 

NET®  DID  IDO  SEE  IOOR  F/ffll  LAST?  HEY  DO  THE  VC  SEPARATE  IDO  FROM  THOSE 
IDO  LOVE?  DO  IDO  HAVE  ANY  CHILDREN?  IF  SO,  NOW  CAN  IOOR  CHILDREN  THDELY 
MATURE  WPEOUT  THE  FATHER  AND  HEAD  OF  THE  FAMILY  PRESENT?  UNDER  WKAT  CCNDITIf. 
OF  POVERTY  AND  HUNGER  IS  YOOR  FAMILY  POSSIBLY  LIVING?  SINCE  THE  VC  VERY  SELDC 
NOTIFY  THE  FAMILY  OF  A  DEATH,  DOES  IOOR  FAMILY  REALLY  KNOW  THAT  IDO  ARE  ALIY? 

USE  THE  NATIONAL  SAFE  CONDOCT  P/SS  AND  RALLY  TO  THE  JUST  CLOSE.  THE  OVK 
WILL  GIVE  IDO  A  LIFE  OF  PEACEFUL  LIVING  WITH  IDOR  FAMILY. 


'  GANG  THlfu  B&N  I ! 


0  3 

TRANSLATION  OF  LEAFLET  fjjgg6» 

ATTENTION  VCJ 

TEE  EXES  OP'  THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  ABE  EVERYWHERE.  THEY'RE  NOT  UL! 

IN  THE  VIUACffiS  AND  JUNGLES,  BUT  AISO  3N  THE  SKY  ABOVE  YOU.  THE  REC0ft!AISS’J'C3 
PLANES  OP  THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  CAN  STRIKE  SILENTLY  ANYTIME,  ANYWHERE. 

ONCE  THEY  SPOT  YOU  TEST  CAN  CALL  IN  MASSIVE  ARTILLERY  POWER  AND  DEADLY  AIR* 
STRIKES  ON  YOUR  POSmtUS,  THEY  FORCE  YOU  TO  LIVE  LIKE  ANIMALS,  ALWAYS  HIDIHG, 

y 

AFRAID  TO  LIGHT  COCKING  FIRES  FOR  FEAR  OF  GIVING  AWAY  YOUR  POSITIONS.  WHY  DO 
YOU' CONTINUE  SUCH  A  MISERABLE  LIFE  FOR  A  WRONG  CAUSE?  RALLY  NOW  TO  THE  GVN 
ANN  BEGIN  A  NEW  LIFE  OF  DCCNITI  AND  HONOR. 


TRANSLATION  OF  LEAFLET  #VF007 


FRONTt  (Caption)  "DO  TOO  WANT  TO  HELP  TEE  VC  PROLONG  THE  *7;R  IN  TOT' 

HCMELAHDF" 

R'.CK;  (Text) 

PEOPLE  OF  THAN  DUN, 

THE  VC  HAVE  DOPED  THE  PEOPLE  TOO  LONG,  MAKING  TEEM  HJY  WORTHLESS  "PUBLIC 
TREASURE"  COUPONS  IN  EXCHANGE  FOR  "PROTECTION".  PROTECTION  FROM  MEAT? 
PROTECTION  FROM  A  CHANCE  TO  BUILD  A  BETTER  LIFE  WHILE  THE  VC  EXPLOIT  YOU  BY 
TANING  YOUR  RICE  AND  MAKS  YOU  PAY  ILLEGAL  TAXES?  THESE  HAYS  OF  EXPLOITATION 
BY  THE  VC  ARE  NUMBERED.  WHICH  THE  VC  HAVE  CONSIDERED  AS  HAVENS  ARE 

R5CEIVIN0  UP  TO  1)00  ROUNDS  OF  ARTILLERY  PLUS  AIR  STRIKES  EVERY  IKY.  GVN 
FORCES  ARE  MOVING  FURTHER  AND  FURTHER  INTO  VC  AREAS  EVERY  DAY.  NO  EFFORT  WILL 
BE  .  SPARED  TO  DESTROY  THE  VC  AND  THEIR  HIDING  PUCES. 

HOWEVER,  WE  HAVE  NO  WISH  TO  HARM  INNOCENT  CIVILIANS.  TOO  OFTTN  THE  VC 
USE  THE  PEOPLE  AS  HUMAN  SHIELDS.  TO  PROTECT  YOURSELVES  AND  YOUR  FAMILIES, 

MOVE  TO  A  GVN  CONTROLLED  AREA.  THE  G0V5HNM3JT  WILL  GIVE  YOU  LAND  AND  MONEY 
TO  KELP  YOU  START  A  NEW  LIFE  ON  PROVIDE  YOU  WITH  HELP  UNTIL  IT  IS  SAFE  TO  HOVE 
BACK  TO  YOUR  OWN  AREA, 

RELEASE  113  YOKE  OF  VC  OPPRESSION,  COME  TO  THE  G  VN. _ 
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DONG  BAD  CO  MUflM  GlUP  VipT  C$HG  K&)  DAi  CU$C 
CHiik  TKAMH  TAM  PHA  QU§  KHONG? 
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|  TRANSLATION  OF  LEAFLET  #F027 

;  |  ■ , ...  . 

?  j  FRONT;  (CAPTION)  "WHY  DO  THE  TO  HAVE  riESORt  i'O  KIDNAPPING  YOUTHS  TO  FILL 

!  |  THEIR  EMPTY  RANKS?" 

ii 

j  I  BACK;  (TEXT) 

YOUR  15-  AND  16-YEAR  OLD  SONS  ARE  BEING  TAKE.!  AGAINST  THEIR  /(ILL  AND  USED 
AS  GANNON  FODDER  BY  THE  NORTH  VIETNAMESE  CADRE.  IN  CAM-SON  VILLAGE,  HAI  HAMLET 
20  YOUNG  YOUTHS  WERE  FORCED  TO  LEAVE  THEIR  FAMILIES  BECAUSE  NO  013  WHO  3SLIL7LD 

I  !  IN  THE  VC  CAUSE  WOULD  VOLUNTEER.  COULD  IT  BE  THAT  NO  ONE  BELIEVED?  SOME  OF 

1  I" 

|  i .  THESE  CAM-SON  CHILIREN  TRIED  TO  RETURN  TO  THEIR  FAMILIES  AND  WERE  SHOT  IK  COLD 

J  BLOOD  BY  THE  VC.  H0-7AN-JNIEN,  WHO  WAS  TAKEN  FROM  HAI  HAMLET  BY  THE  VC,  IS  I-C. 

|  WELL  FED,  RECEIVING  GOOD  MEDICAL  ATTRITION  AND  LIVING  IN  SAFETY  WITH  THE  GVN 

DISTRICT  AUTHORITIES  IN  DAU-TIENG. 

WHY  DO  YOU  ALLOW  YOUR  SONS  TO  BE  TAKEN  INTO  SERVICE  BY  THE  VC  AS  THEY  DID 
IN  CAM-SON?  SEND  TH5M  TO  GVN  CONTROLLED  AREAS  WHERE  THE  GOVERIOTIT  JOES  NOT 
FORCE  CHILDREN  TO  FTCHT  IN  THE  PUCE  OF  MEN.  TRAIN  YOUR  SONS  TO  LOVE  TK~  PEACE 
j  GIVEN  BY  THE  GVN  WHEN  ALL  THIS  FIGHTING  IS  OVER.  YOU  HAVE  SEEN  THE  POWER  OF 

THE  GVN  AND  ALLIED  FORCES  AND  MUST  KNOW  THAT  THE  END  FOR  THE  VC  IS  NEAR.  JOIN 
THE  OTHER  PEOPLE  OF  SOUTH  VIETNAM  AND  DO  NOT  ALLOW  YOUR  YOUNG  YOUTH  TO  BE  TAKEN 
i  BY  THE  VC. 
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TRANSLATION  OF  LEAFLET  #EBgg 
TARGES’  AUDIENCE!  0I7HJANS 

FBCNTl  (ILLUSTRATION  OF  CHILDREN  BEING  BLOWN  OF.) 

BAC8«  (TEXT) 

ON  SUNDAY,  8  MAI-  1966,  TWO  LITTIE  CHJLEREN  WERE  INJURED  BI  A  VC  MINE 

4 

NEAR  AN-PHUOC-HQA  VHJLAOS  POOR  KILOMETERS  EAST  OF  TAI-NINH,  AN  AREA  WHERE 
CHILCREM  ARE  KNOWN  TO  FLAT,  THE  VC  MUST  KNOW,  AS  WZL  AS  WE,  THAT  TOO  CAN¬ 
NOT  KILL  INNOCENT  CHILDREN1  MALICIOUSLY  AND  HOPE  TO  WIN  THE  PEOPLE.  IF  THE 
VC  HEALLI  CARED  FOR  TBS  PEOPLE'S  WELFARE,  AS  THE!  S>v,  THEY  WOULD  NOT  HAVE 
PLACED  A  MINE  IN  AN  AREA  WHICH  IS  OFTEN  USED  BY  CHILIANS  OR  /  WOULD 
HAVE  NOTIFIED  THE  POEPLE  OF  THEIR  INTENTION  TO  PLANT  SUCH  A  MINE,  WHAT  DO 
ISB  THINK? 


TRANSLATION  OP  LEAFLET  IF0Q3 


ATTENTION  VIET  CONG l 

YOUR  CADRE  CONSTANTLY  TELL  YOU  THAT  VICTORY  IS  CERTAIN;  HOWEVER,  YOU 
CAI3JOT  HOPE  TO  CONTINUE  FIGHTING  IF  YOU  HAVE  NOTHING  TO  EAT,  Oil  2$  APRIL 
1966,  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  3RD  BRIGADE,  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION,  CAPTURED  VaST  RICE 
STORES  NEAR  PHUM  BO  NUOND,  TAY  NIHH  PROVINCE.  THIS  POWERFUL  ALLIED  FORCE  V/ILL 
CONTINUE  TO  SEARCH  FOR  AND  DESTROY  YOU  AND  YOUR  STOLEN  FOOD  CACHES .  YOUR 
SACRIFICES  IN  FIGHTING  FOR  A  LOST  CAUSE  WILL  ONLY  RESULT  LI  DEATH  BY  STARVATIO. 
OR,  IF  YOU  ARE  LUCKY,  BY  RAPID  DEATH  AGAINST  THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION'S 
MASSIVE  FIREPOWER.  WHY  DIE  USEIESSLY?  SAVE  YOURSELF  BY  USING  THE  NATIONAL 
SAFE  CONDHJT  PASS  AND  RALLYING  TO  THE  NEAREST  GV1I  OFFICIAL  OR  TO  ANY  ARVN  OR 
ALLIED  SOLDIER.  THE  OVN  GUARANTEES  YOU  HUMANE  TREATMENT  AND  COMPLETE  FOROITE- 
W8S  .  fiALLY  1IOWI 


TRANSLATION  0 F  LEAFLET  FP07 

£raONT»  (Caption)  "THE  ALLIED  FORCES  WORK  FOR  THE  PEOPLB'S  WELFARE" 

BACK*  (Text) 

THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  ASSISTS  THE  GVN  IN  MANY  WAYS.  IN  ADDITION  ”, 
ACTUALLY  FIGHTING  THE  VC,  THE  SOLDIERS  OF  THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  AID  IN 
MANY  CIVIC  ACTION  PROJECTS  IN  SUCH  FIELDS  AS  SCHOOL  CONSTRUCTION  AND  MEDICAL 
HELP.  ONE  OF  THE  PROJECTS  THEY  ARE  CURRENTLY  WORKING  ON  IN  THE  TAY4CTH  AREA 
IS  ROAD  IMPROVEMENT. 

ENGINEERS  OF  THE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  HAVE  IMPROVED  TffftRE  rqaj£  to  EASE 
TRANSPORTATION  IN  THE  AREA  AND  TO  MAKE  IT  EASIER  FOR  FATHERS  TO  ®T  -wrem 
PRODUCE  TO  MARKET. 

IN  VO  CONTROLLED  AREAS  THE  PEOPLE  GST  FAISE  PROMISE  AND  TERRORISM  WHILE 
IN  GVN  AREAS  THE  GOVERNMENT  IS  CONSTANTLY  BUILDING  TOWARD  A  BETTER  LIFE  FDR 
THE  PEOPLE. 
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DEFARTMEilf  GF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 

1ST  BRIGADE,  1ST  IHFiJJTRT  DIVISION 
A>0  O.S.  Forces  96345 

24  May  1966 


SUBJECT:  Combat  Operations  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/13/32) 


THRU:  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 
ATO  U,S«  Forces  96345 


TO:  Commander 

D.S,  Military  Assistance  Command,  Vietnam 
ATTN:  MACV-J321 
APO  U.S.  Forces  96345 


1,  In  accordance  with  MACV  Directive  Number  335-8  the  following  report 
is  submitted: 


1ST  BRIGADE.  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION  OPERATION 
"BIRMINGHAM" 

2.  During  the  peri^xi  240700  April  071 03  May  1966,  the  1st  Brigade 
conducted  a  search  and  destroy  operation  with  the  mission  of  locating  and 
destroying  VC  forces  and  base  camps  in  TAY  NINII  Province  (War  Zone  "C"), 

WT  9775,  WT  9963,  IT  1364,  XT  1375,  IT  3055,  XT  4055,  IT  3046,  and  XT  4046 
*n  AO's  BUICK,  MERCURY  and  FIAT  respectively.  The  1st  Bde  OPORD  14-66 
was  issued  at  220800  April  66,  outlining  plans  for  the  operations. 

^  a.  The  reporting  officer  is  Colonel  Edgar  N.  Glotsbach, 

b.  Task  Organisation  and  Task  Force  commanders  were  as  follows: 
1/2  Inf,  Lt  Col  Richard  L.  Pri Unman,  Commanding 
1/28  Inf,  Lt  Col  Robert  Haldane,  Commanding 
2/^6  Inf,  Lt  Col  Richard  Hathaway,  Commanding 
2/l 8  Inf,  Lt  Col  Herbert  MoCrystol,  Commanding 
1/5  Arty  (-),  Lt  Col  Dbvid  D,  Rogers,  Canaanding 
B  Battery,  2/X}  Arty,  Cept  Dennis  R.  Bruslie,  Conaanding 
A  Troop,  1/4  Cav,  dipt  Ralph  Sturgis,  Caamondlng 

3.  larmjGWCE: 

a.  Ifawqr  Situation  1  Intelligence  received  on  the  area  of 
operation,  looated  adjacent  to  Cenbodio  in  War  Zone  "C",  established  it 
ae  a  nojor  logistical  bane  area  through  which  men  and  material  ore  in¬ 
filtrated  tram  ft-*"**"  Into  SV*.  One  hospital  oanplex,  two  production 
sites  and  —mom  supply  nod  storage  points  were  reported  looated  In  the 
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1st  Ddo  area  of  operation.  Prior  to  this  operation  the  VC  had  unrestricted  use 
of  the  area,  free  of  intrusion  by  AItVN  and  other  FWF.  This  provided  the  VC 
with  the  ideal  place  for  training  newly  conscripted  personnel,  forming 
new  units  and  on  opportunity  to  refit,  regroup  and  rest  his  active  units. 


Order  of  battle  information  received  was  one  to  three  months 
old.  It  indicated  the  93i#egt,  K8-72  Regt,  C230  Bn,  C  517  Bn,  one  unident¬ 
ified  Regt  and  several  unidentified  battalions  as  having  been  or  still  being 
in  the  operational  area. 

Although  the  enemy  was  credited  with  the  ability  to  attack 
anywhere  in  War  Zone  "C"  with  up  to  four  (4)  Main  Force  Battalions  supported 
by  local  force  units  and  to  reinforce  with  two  (2)  Main  Force  Regiments  and 
two  (2)  Main  Force  Battalions  within  throe  days,  it  was  felt  that  he  would 
only  defend  his  major  installations,  resort  to  sabotage,  harassing  fires  and 
ambushes  to  inflict  casualties  and  other  wise  avoid  decisive  engagements. 


b.  VC  Strength,  Activity  and  Situation  Found  During  tlio  operation: 

(1)  During  the  conduct  of  the  operation  it  became  evident 
that  the  intelligence  information  received  and  estimate  made  prior  to 
the  operation  wore  basically  correct.  Numerous  supply  points,  storage 
areas,  rico  caches  and  one  hospital  complex  (located  approximately  7000 
meters  further  north  than  previously  reported  by  intelligence)  were  found 
along  the  South  Vietnamese  side  of  the  RaCI!  CAI  BAC  River  in  area  of 
Operation  BUICK.  Locations  of  installations  reported  and  actually  found 
are  contained  in  inclosures  to  this  report,  A  complete  list  of  equipment  end 
material  captured  or  destroyed  is  contained  in  paragraph  8,  RESULTS.  VC 
uniforms  daptured  indicated  manufacture  in  Red  China  and  infiltration  packs 
captured  tend  to  confirm  infiltration  routes  through  War  Zone  "C,!. 


Several  training  camps  and  areas,  instructional  aids  and 
field  manuals  captured  substantiate  the  use  of  War  Zore  "C"  as  a  training 
area.  The  absence  of  elaborate  field  fortications  other  than  protection 
from  air  attacks,  depicts  tho  sonoe  of  security  from  ground  attacks  enjoyed 
by  tho  VC  in  this  area.  It  is  intorosting  to  note  that  when  A  1/28  Inf 
retumod  to  a  supply  point  on  27  April  to  conplcto  destruction  of  notorial 
captured  tho  ,revious  day,  A  l/28  found  that  the  VC  had  booty-trapped  the  area 
overnight.  This  i;  plies  that  many  of  the  mines  end  booby-traps  encountorod 
by  friendly  forces  had  hastily  boon  placod  in  their  path  of  adv;mco,  under¬ 
lining  that  tho  VC  had  not  anticipated  on  intrusion  into  this  socure  aroa. 
Although  designations  wore  takon  fruti  captured  document s  no  positivo 
identifications  by  actual  contact  wore  made. 

Tho  actions  of  tho  VC  wore  in  accord  with  the  intelligence 
estimate.  VC  continually  harassed  friendly  units  with  SA  fire  both  day  and 
night.  On  two  occasions  indirect  fire  was  received  at  night.  With  the  exception 
of  light  SA  firo  on  throe  occasions,  helibomo  assault  landings  and  extractions 
were  unopposed  although  VC  ground  firo  against  aircraft  w.s  quite  froquont. 

Tho  VC  did  not  dofond  thoir  installations  which  wore  ontorod  oithor  unopposed 
or  after  brief  ongagenonts  with  light  delaying  forces. 

During  tho  entire  o; oration  only  one  major  engagement,  tho 
battlo  of  LO  (JO  (XT  9775  )v-s  fought,  on  30  Apr.  Prior  to  30  April  the 
1/2  Inf  had  received  sporadic  SA  firo  from  the  Cambodian  3ido  of  tho  RACIi 
CAI  1  AC  River  whilo  executing  a  so.rch  end  destroy  mission  whilo  advancing 
north  along  tho  river.  During  the  morning  hours  of  April  30  tho  1/2  Inf 
made  light  contact  with  the  VC  which  by  noon  had  developed  into  a  major  battle 
at  LO  00  (XT  9775).  Tho  VC  Battalion  also  force  was  deployed  partially 
at  LO  GO  facing  south  with  tho  remainder  of  the  forco  deployed  on  the  Cambodian 
side  of  the  river  facing  east  end  attempting  to  cross  over.  The  valiant 
effort  of  the  1/2  Inf  and  2/16,  combined  with  artillery  fire  power  and  supported 
by  TAG  Air  thwarted  the  crossing  attempt  and  ovontually  caused  the  enecy 
located  east  of  the  river  to  retroat  into  Cambodia,  leaving  54  XIA  (BC) 
and  another  100  CA  possible  on  tho  battle  field. 
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It  was  surprising  that  a  VC  battalion  size  force  having  neither 
a  numerically  superior  force,  the  element  of  surprise,  fighting  from  well 
fortified  positions  or  some  other  tactical  advantage  stood  against  two  US 
Battalions.  Since  the  operational  plan  had  not  included  an  advance  north  of 
LO  GO  it  can  be-tonly  theorized  that  VC  losses  of  equipment  and  material  of  the 
previous  days  had  made  him  despera.te  ta  the  point  of  attacking  the  US  Force 
in  an  attempt  to  delay  the  advance  to  gain  time  to  evacuate  material  further 
north  and  into  Cambodia.  A  second  reason  could  have  been  to  gain  time  to 
prepare  these  installations  for  defepse  to  include  reinforcements. 

c.  terrain  and  Weather: 

(1)  During  tho  early  phases  of  the  operation  the  weather 
was  dry  and  hot,  changing  to  cloudy  skies,  thunderstorms  and  increased 
humidity  towards  the  end.  Tho  terrain  in  Area  BUICK  was  primarily  heavy 
jungle,  yet  with  sufficient  clearings  to  allow  helicopter  resupply*  In 
Area  FIAT  tho  terrain  was  mostly  open  with  rubber  plantations. 

(2)  Field  fortifications  encountered  consisted  mostly  of 
trenches  and  AA  weapons  emplacements,  with  air  she  tors  in  base  camps.  No 
extensive  tunnel  systoms  wore  located.  A  diagram  of  a  hospital  located  at 
vie  WT  977736  is  attached  as  inclosure  5.  Diagrams  of  base  camps  found  vie 
XT  006647  and  vie  XT  429473  are  attached  a3  inclosures  6  and  7. 

4.  MISSION:  From  1st  Infantry  Division  OPORD  8-66  (Operation  BIRMINGHAM) 
dated  19  April  1966: 

1st  Brigade: 

(1)  Attached  2/l6  Inf  on  afternoon  of  24  May  66. 

(2)  One  airmobile  company  DS  offoctivo  23  Apr  66, 

(3)  Move  by  C-130  aircraft  to  TAY  NINK  3  airfield  on  24  Apr  66. 

(4)  Conduct  airmobilo  assault  in  AO  BUICK  on  24  Apr  66. 


(5)  Conduct  search  end  destroy  operations  in  AO  IUICK. 


(6)  On  order,  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  NASH 

and  AO  DODGE. 


5.  CONCEPT  OF  OPERATION:  1st  Brigodo  operations  will  be  conducted 
in  five '  (5)  Phases:  (See  Operations  Overlay)  (Incloouroa  1^4) 

a.  Maneuver: 

Phase  I  (24  April):  1st  Brigade  roves  by  C-130  and  CV-2 
airoraft  from  PHUOC  VINH  to  TAY  NIITH,  and  P1IU0C  LONG  XT  331575,  transloads 
to  helicopters,  conducts  airmobilo  assault  on  LZ  RED,  establishes  arty  base 
on  LZ  RED,  doors  tho  arc a  contiguous  to  LZ  RED,  prepares  to  conduct  search 
and  destroy  operations  in  zoos  on  25  Apr  66. 

Phase  n  (25  Apr  -  28  Apr):  1/2  Inf  and  1/28  Inf  conduct 
search  and  destroy  operations  in  mono  ootnenoing  250730  Apr  66. 

Phase  HI  (29  Apr  -  2  May):  1st  Bde  conducts  operations  in 

AO  HASH. 

Phase  XV  (3  He y  -  6  fey):  1st  Bds  conducts  operations  in 

AO  DODGS. 
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Phase  V  (7-8  May):  1st  Dda  Redeploys  to  PHUOC  VINH  by  air 
7  it  and  ground  convoy, 

b.  Fires: 


(1)  Arty:  1/5  Arty  provides  and  coordinates  arty  fire 

support, 

(2)  Air: 

(a)  Preplanned  requests  to  this  Ilqs  by  0600  hrs  the 
day  proceeding  the  strike, 

(b)  Immediate  requests:  SOP 

(o)  Axned  helicopters  support  this  operations  as  required, 

c.  1/2  Inf:  Throe  (3)  dono  toons  A  1st  Engr  SPT 

(1)  Movo  by  CV-2  (Caribou)  fron  PHUOC  VINH  to  PHUOC  LONG 

XT  331575, 

(2)  Upon  arrival  at  PHUOC  LONG  XT  331575  transload  to  HU1D 

helicopters. 

(3)  Conduct  landing  on  LZ  RED. 

(4)  Secure  area  contiguous  to  LZ  RED  out  to  1000  motors. 

(5)  Occupy  west  portion  of  Bde  perimeter. 

(6)  Conduct  soarch  and  destroy  operations  in  zone  commencing 
••250730  Apr  66. 

(7)  Furnish  one  (1)  rifle  squad  to  Bde  Hqs  on  23  Apr  66  for 
defense  of  Bde  TAC  CF. 


d.  1/26  Inf: 

(1)  CO  1/26  Inf  designated  PHUOC  VINH  Base  Camp  comander 
effective  241200  Apr  66. 

(2)  Furnish  one  (l)  rifle  squad  to  B  1/4  Cav  during  hours 
of  darkness  during  conduct  of  this  operation. 

(3)  Prepare  to  execute  1st  Bde  OPLAN  2-65  (STOPGAP). 

(4)  Furnish  one  rifle  squad  to  Bde  Hqs  on  23  Apr  for  dofonse 
of  Bds  TAC  CP. 

e.  1/28  Inf:  Three  (3)  dono  teams  1st  Engr  SPT: 

(1)  Move  hy  C-130  from  FJUOC  VINH  to  TAX  NINH. 

(2)  Upon  arrival  TAT  NINH  trcnsload  to  HU1D  helicopters. 

(3)  Conduct  alxcobdlo  assault  on  LZ  RED. 

(4)  Secure  LZ  RED  and  receive  one  (l)  btry  (105)  1/5  Arty. 

t 

($)  Upon  dosing  of  1/2  Inf  on  LZ  RED  secure  area  contiguous 
to  LZ  SB  out  to  100  asters. 

(6)  0 court  east  portion  of  Bde  perimeter . 
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(7)  Conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  zono  coi-inoncing 
250730  Apr  66. 

(8)  Furnish  one  (l)  riflo  squad  to  Bde  Hqs  on  23  Apr  for 
defonso  of  Bde  TAC  CP. 

f.  2/16  Inf: 

(1)  On  order,  Move  to  L2  RED  on  25  Apr  66. 

(2)  Upon  arrival  LZ  RED  secure  Arty  Bcse. 

(3)  Maintain  one  (l)  rifle  company  on  30  min  alert  in  base  area 

(4)  Conduct  operations  in  area  adjacent  to  LZ  RED  as  directed 

by  this  Hqs. 

g.  1/5  Arty  (-)  (DS): 

(1)  Move  by  C-130  aircraft  from  PIIUOC  VINH  to  TAY  MINK. 

(2)  Upon  arrival  at  TAY  NINH  transload  to  CH-47  aircraft, 

(3)  On  order  nove  to  LZ  RED. 

(4)  Coordinate  arty  fire  to  insure  continuous  support. 

h.  B  1/4  Cav: 

(1)  Troop  (-)  ronains  under  0PC0K  of  parent  battalion. 

(2)  B  l/4  Cav  rear  continue  present  mission. 

(3)  B  1/4  Cav  roar  prepares  to  receive  one  (l)  rifle  squad 
1/26  Inf  during  hours  of  darkness  for  defense  of  troop  perimeter. 

i.  A  1st  Engr  (-)  (DS): 

(1)  Two  platoons  remain  under  0PC0U  parent  battalion. 

(2)  Furnish  three  (3)  demo  to.iiB  ocoh  to  1/2  Inf  and  1/28 
Inf  for  this  operation. 

G)  Roar  detachment  continue  present  mission. 

j.  HHC  1st  Bde: 

(1)  Move  1st  Bde  TAC  CP  tc  Bdo  base  area  on  24  Apr. 

(2)  Provide  and  coordinate  support  of  1st  Bde  TAC  CP. 

k.  1/1  MP  (DS) 

(1)  Provide  two  (2)  squads  to  HilC  1st  Bde  on  23  Apr  66. 

(2)  Platoon  (-)  continue  present  mission. 

l.  Coordinating  Instructions: 

(l)  CooBond  and  oontrol  aircraft  UU1  D/LOH/available  on 
mission  basis. 


(2)  Biot  control  ngonts  authorised  for  us#  against  tunnel 


and  bunker  complexes. 
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(3)  All  personnel  will  carry  protective  masks. 

(4)  Das  use  olose-in  indirect  fire  around  defensive  perimeters 
during  the  hours  of  darkness. 

(5)  Arty  fires  around  defensive  periaeters  will  bo  registered 
prior  to  darkness. 

(6)  Units  carry  sufficient  snoke  grenades  and  narking  panels 
to  nark  positions  during  Air/Arty  strikos. 

(7)  Destroy  VC  caches  in  plr.ee  only  on  approval  of  this  Rqs. 

(8)  Units  participating  on  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  leave  nininum 
force  behind  to  provide  ba.se  carp  security. 

(9)  Ccmanders  will  insure  that  non-combatants  and  their 
property  ere  safe  guardod  consistent  with  the  tactical  situation. 

(10)  Units  carry  additional  claynore  nines  consistent  with  load 
carrying  capability. 

(11)  Units  carry  sufficient  concertina  to  provide  single  band 
around  defensive  perinotors  (base  areas). 

6.  EXECUTION t  The  Bde  initiated  CIORD  15-66,  Operation  BIRMINGHAM, 
on  24  Apr  66  with  Bde  elenents  noving  by  C-130  and  CV-2  aircraft  to  TAI-NINK 
3  Airfield,  transloading  to  IIU1D  and  CH-47  helicopters  to  a  Bde  base  area  ✓ 
located  at  XT  025652,  The  following  events  occurod  during  conduct  of  FhaBe.'I 
(24  Apr):  At  1510  hrs,  1/2  Inf  conducted  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  WHITE.  Bn 
engaged  unknown  nunber  of  VC  at  1735  hrs  vie  XT  0064  resulting  in  7  US  XHA  and 
13  US  WKA.  1/28  Inf  and’2/l6  Inf  closed  LZ  RED  without  incident  at  1350  and 
1643  hrs  with  negative  aontact,  and  both  units  began  saturation  patrolling  vio  _ 
LZ  RED  (XT  025652).  ' 

Operations  in  AO  BU1CK  (25  -27  Apr)  were  as  follows:  At  251020H 
1/2  Inf  located  and  destroyed  a  VC  Baso  Coup  vie  XT  004647  consisting  of  ^ 

three  (3)  huts,  trenches,  clothing,  a  bicycle  and  sono  food.  B  2/16  Inf 
received  SA  fire  and  three  (3)  rifle  grenades  from  vie  XT  020643,  at  25H05H,  ^ 

no  casualties  or  damage  rocelvod.  At  25131 5H  vie  XT  028650,  Rocon  2/l6 
received  one  (l)  rd  sniper  firo  and  two  (2)  riflo  grenades  resulting  in  one 
(l)  US  KHA.  Armed  helicopters  struck  the  location  and  VC  evr.dod  upon  pursuit. 

1/28  Inf  reported  negative  contact  during  their  saturation  patrolling  operation. 

At  260700H,  1/2  Inf  secured  LZ  for  its  extraction  and  introduction  of  2/1 6 
Inf,  1/2  Inf  assunod  nisaion  of  securing  Arty  bass  and  completed  holifift 
to  LZ  RED  at  0845  hrs.  At  261405,  2/l6  Inf  engaged  a.  VC  forco  of  undetoroinod 
sise  vie  XT  978660  resulting  in  one  (l)  VC  KIA  (Est).  At  261430H  1/28  Inf, 
conducting  operations  botweon  WT  982655  and  WT  990645  along  the  RACH  CAI  BAG 
River,  cane  under  SA  fire  vie  WT  990658.  Dur!^  ;  pursuit  of  VC,  the  Bn  locateu 
and  destroyed  2  snail  baso  oonps  with  nr.torial  and  foodstuffs.  C  2/16  captured 
an  AK  assault  rifle  arid  killed  one  VC  at  261435K  vie  WT  979658.  At  261450H, 

A  2/16  reoeivod  SA  fire  fron  3  VC  .across  river,  unit  returned  firo  and  resultod 
in  2  VC  KIA  (EC),  At  270245U  1/2  Inf  received  3  rds  of  friendly  Arty  in 
their  base  conp  position  sustaining  throe  (3)  WKA.  A  1/28  found  largo  anounts 
of  VC  supplies  and  a  rico  ocohcr.  vic"VT  989652  at'  0840  lire.  IUco  cache  was 
booby  trapjod  and  unit  sustained  13  WHA.  At  0950  hrs,  B  1/28  located  and 
destroyed  r.t  WT  990649,.  six  (6)  huts,  nesshall  and  classroom,  44  Chioon  grenades 
with  wooden  handles,  1/2  ton  rioo,  200  lbs  groin,  cno  aninol  pen  end  assorted 
domnents.  The  docunonts  were  ovnouatod  to  Bde  collecting  point.  At  1000  hrs 
B  2/^6  located  and  destroyed  200  lbe  of  polished  rice,  200  lbe  of  unpolished 
rice,  50  lbs  of  salt  ruad  ano  hut  vio  WT  978664.  B  1/28  located  and  destroyed 
50  tons  of  rloe  and  ono  hut  at  101 5  hrs  vio  WT  990649.  At  1030  hrs,  B  1/28 
located  and  destroyed  100  tons  of  rice,  25  tons  of  rock  salt,  500  lbs  of  doth 
in  bolts  and  5  natal  anloal  drawn  amo  carts  via  WT  990649.  Two  (2)  tons  of 
rice  was  destroyed  by  0  2/16  at  1103  hrs  vio  WT  964656.  At  1245  hrs  B  1/28 
looated  the  following  itecs  vio  WT  989649:  Ono  (l)  bottle  magnesium  sulfato 
crystals,  ono  (1)  bottle  of  oasphar,  one  (1)  bottlo  vitenins,  poppor,  ono  (l) 
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cannister  of  sanitary  napkins,  two  (2)  shirts,  one  (l)  pair  pants,  nine  (9) 
signs,  fouro(4)  documents,  three  (3)  bicycles  and  one  (l)  document  with 
instructions  on  how  to  make  bombs 1  A  2/16  engaged  approximate  VC  squad  at  1250 
hrs  vie  WT  960668  resulting  in  three  (3)  US  Vi  LA  and  two  (2)  VC  KIA.  (BC)  and 
the  capture  of  one  (l)  each  US  carbine  and  Russian  Rifle.  At  1310  hrs,  l/2 
Inf  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  BLUE.  The  unopposed  assault  was 
preceded  by  a  30  min  airstrike  and  a  20  minute  Artillery  preparation.  At  1558 
hrs  A  2/16  located  and  destroyed  800  black  uniforms,  63  tons  of  rice, 

16  boats,  and  6000  khaki  uniforms  vie  WT  961677.  At  1645  hrs,  B  l/2<  located 
and  destroyed  5.9  tons  of  rice  vie  WT  990659.  Recon  2/16  discovered  a  trench 
system  at  WT  960678  at  1647  hrs  and  9,5  tons  of  rice  was  located  and  destroyed 
at  1710  hrs  vie  WT  989647.  At  280S30H,  1/2  Inf  made  initial  contact  with  the 
VC  when  SA  fire  was  received  from  across  the  RACE  CAI  BAC  River  vie  WT  969700. 
Unable  to  determine  location  of  SA  Fire,  unit  continued  search  and  discovered 
a  rice  cache  of  32  tons  which  was  destroyed  in  place  vie  WT  966700,  at  0908  hr3. 
During  the  destruction  of  rice  cache,  unit  again  engaged  the  VC  resulting  in. 
two  (2)  US  WIIA  and  1  VC  KIA  (BC).  At  0955  hrs,  A  1/28  located  and  destroyed 
14  huts  with  black  boards,  training  aids,  furniture,  3,000  sheets  of  paper  and 
onVblepes,  24  flashlight  batteries,'  ten  (10)  oil  1.x 5s,  two  (2)  g  allons  of  oil 
40  shirts  and  trousers,  50  yds  of  poncho  material,  and  5(  lbs  of  assorted  food 
(fish,  candy  and  rice)  vie  WT  9880SO.  At  1003  hrs  the  aggressive  search  by  the 
1/28  Inf  again  .locatod  and  destroyed  valuable  VC  supplies  vie  WT  987681  consis¬ 
ting  of  three  (3)  shotguns,  throe  (3)  bicycles,  assorted  documents  (which  were 
evacuated)  training  aids,  signs  and  posters.  At  1010  hrs,  A  1/28  located  at 
WT  995679  and  C  1/28  located  at  WT  984677,  found  and  destroyed  respectively: 

Two  (2)  buildings,  five  (5)  tons  of  rice,  nodical  supplies,  and  training  aids; 
a  base  camp  consisting  of  30  buildings,  a  day  room,  a  dining  hall,  ping  pong 
tablo,  propaganda  leaflets,  kitchen  tables,  kitchen,  eight  (8)  stores,  two  (2) 
wheels,  a  training  room,  black  boards,  posters,  a  four  bed  hospital  and  one  (l) 
ton  of  rice  and  400  lbs  of  fish.  At  1030  hrs,  A  l/2  received  2  US  VRIA  from 
a  claymore  mine  vie  WT  972704.  In  order  to  maintain  contact,  3  1/2  cxocuted 
a  sweeping  movement  to  the  oast,  regaining  contact  with  the  VC  until  1245  hrs. 


Unit  roceived  soven  (7)  WHA,  and  one  (l)  KIA  during  this  action 
^rom  a  claymore  mine,  a  grenade  and  small  arms  firo.  Artillery  and  Airs trikes 
were  used  to  block  the  enemy’s  escape  and  a  forward  observer  directed  fire 
on  VC  attempting  to  swim  tho  RACII  CAI  BAC  River  vie  WT  966723  at  1600  hrs. 


At  1030  hrs  D  1/28  Inf  locatod  a  Jba  .0  ca-ip  vie  WT  .988673  consisting 
of  (See  rosults,  para.  8). 


Bocause  of  tho  aggressive  movement  of  tho  Inf  Bn's,  Bde  TAC  CP 
and  Arty  base  was  relocated  to  provide  close  and  continuous  fire  support  to  the 
advancing  battalions.  Arty  base  wes  moved  to  LZ  via  XT  033718  terminating 
operations  in  A0  BUICK. 


During  operations  in  A0  LiERCURY,  tho  following  events  took  place: 

At  290827H,  A  1/28  engaged  on  ostin:>.tod  15  VC  vie  XT  032712  dug  in  well  fortified 
positions.  Firo  was  exchanged  resulting  in  three  (3)  US  KIA,  throe  (3)  US  WHA 
and  three  (3)  VC  KIA  (P0SS).  Moving  along  the  oast  shore  of  RACI!  CAI  BAC  River, 
l/2  Inf  sustained  throo  (3)  WUA  from  booby  trap  vie  WT  970720  at  1105  hra.  1 
At  1119  hrs,  while  securing  LZ  FREE  (XT  032710)  A  1/28  locatod  and  destroyed 
one  (l)  claymore  oino  intact  with  wire  and  battery.  At  1120  hrs  C  1/2  Inf 
located  and  destroyed  22  tons  of  rice  vie  WT  970720  and  B  2/16  located  and 
deatroyod  30  tons  of  rico  vie  WT  967724  while  clearing  a  tunnel  network  at  1130 
hra.  At  1300  hrs,  B  2/16  oxchangod  SA  fire  with  undetermined  number  of  VC 
vie  WT  974728  resulting  in  1  VC  XLA  (BC).  At  1442  hrs  B  1/28  made  contact 
with  one  VC.  Unit  pursued  VC  into  jungle.  Firo. was  exchanged  and  B  1/28 
sustained  one  (l)  US  KHA.  At  1632  hrs  2/18  Inf  bocano  0FCC1J  1st  Bde  and 
conducted  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  0RAIJGE  (XT  015730).  An  HU1D  lifting  dement, 
from  2/18  received  SA  firo  from  vie  XT  626447  wounding  one  crow  man.  Aimed 
helioopters  took  area  under  fire. 
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2/18  closed  LZ  ORANGE  at  1728  hrs.  At  1735  hrs,  B  l/2  Inf  sustained  3  US  KHA 
4  US  WHA  from  a  claymore  mine  vie  WT  S70740.  At  300345H,  1/2  Inf  engaged  a 
V  li  sniper  vie  WT  971745  sustaining  one  US  WIIA,  unit  pursued  sniper  but  lost  contact 
0  I  when  VC  fled  into  the  jungle.  At  0915  hrs  the  battalion  began  receiving  machine 
gun  fire  from  across  the  RACK  CAI  EAC  River  vie  WT  970754,  At  the  sane  time 
two  (2)  VC  squads  were  sighted  east  of  the  river.  The  battalion  used  armed 
|  helicopter^  artillery  and  TAC  Air  to  block  the  onemy  and  remained  in  contact 

until  1420  hr  si  During  this  epcoilhter,  Bn  sustained  6  KKA  and  8  WHA  while 
inflicting  33  HA  (BC)  on  the  VC  and  75  HA  (PGSS).  2/l8  Inf  located  and  des¬ 
troyed  a  snail  VC  base  camp  with  accomodations  for  approximately  two  (2)  VC 
companies,  at  0930  hrs  vie  XT  013641.  At  1013  hrs  the  2/18  Inf  nanouvorod 
I  to  block  VC  ongaged  by  1/2  Inf  and  2/16  Inf  but  could  not  gain  contact.  At 

I  0940  hrs  2/16  Inf  maneuvered  with  1/2  Inf  on  east  side  of  tho  ItACII  CAI  BAC~ 

River  inflicting  8  HA  (BC)  on  the  VC  on  east  side  of  the  river  and  25  HA 
I  (FOSS)  on  the  west  Side,  At  1205  hrs  B  2/16  engaged  4  VC  vie  WT  969760 

l  killed  them  and  captured  their  individual  vreapons.  At  1210  hrs,  B  1/28  Li' 

r  sighted  one  VC  vie  XT  027714  and  took  him  under  fire.  A  search  of  tho  area 

|  was  made  revealing  a  blood  trail  leading  into  the  junglo,  accounting  for  one 

VC  HA  (P0SS).  At  1335  hrs  C  1/28  mr.de  contact  with  six  (6)  VC  vie  XT  044705. 
f;  Company  maneuvered  and  engaged  with  SA  fire  and  artillery.  VC  returned  firo, 

fled  their  positions  by  means  of  trenches  and  disappeared  in  the  jungle, 
action  resulted  in  one  US  KKA  and  two  (2)  US  WHA.  An  air  strike  was  called 
on  VC  avenues  of  escape,  A  search  of  the  area  revealed  a  base  camp  with 
miscellaneous  supplies  and  20  buildings,  C  1/28  Inf  destroyed  the  buildings 
and  evacuated  tho  supplies  and  equipment.  1/28  Inf  discovered  and  destroyed 
a  'rC  base  enrrp  vie  XT  036694  at  011030K,  capturing  2  VC  women,  and  one  child. 
Other  VC  fled  into  jungle  and  was  pursued  by  Artillery.  At  1101  hrs,  D 
1/28  captured  one  VC  armed  with  a  Thompson  SMG  vie  XT  036692.  A  1/28  received 
one  WHA  from  sniper  fire  at  1120  hrs  at  XT  032713.  At  1201  bps  T /?.  Inf  was 
extracted  from  LZ  XT  0273  and  reverted  to  0FC0N  of  3rd  Bde,  closing  A0  AUSTIN 
at  1242  hrs.  At  1305  hrs  1/28  Inf  located  and  destroyed  a  wey-station  with 
several  fox  holos  at  XT  010730  and  an  old  bolt  action  rifle  was  found.  At 
1330  hrs  a  sniper  fired  several  rds  of  SA  fire  into  Log  Base  area  vie  XT 
3248,  elements  returned  fire  resulting  in  one  (l)  VC  HA  (BC)  and  no  friendly 
casualties.  C  1/28  located  and  destroyed  51  tons  of  rice,  and  8  huts  at 
1412  hrs  vie  XT  036686.  All  Edo  elements  reported  negative  contact  during 
tho  hours  of  darkness. 


On  02  May  66  operations  commenced  in  A0  FIAT  with  1st  Bde  elements 
moving  by  helilift  to  vie  XT  3250  commencing  0645  hrs  and  closing  area  at 
1429  hrs,  Tho  remainder  of  the  day  and  3  and  4  !&y  66,  were  used  to  establish 
defensive  perimeters  and  to  conduct  maintenance  and  cr.ro  and  cleaning  of 
equipment.  Operations  in  A0  FIAT  continued  with  tho  following  actions  :  At 
041200H,  A  1/4  Cav  was  attached  to  1st  Bdo  and  nssund  tho  mission  of  securing 
■tjhe  Arty  base  vio  XT  378428,  At  Q41930H,  2/l6  Inf  was  directod  to  conduct 
a  rapid  overnight  march  to  conduct  early  morning  surprise  seal  and  search 
operation  on  Objectives  1  (XT  37057)  and  2  (XT  375458) .  C  2/16  reached 
attack  position  near  Gbj  active  1  at  050300II  and  seulod  area.  At  0630  hrs 
ooarch  was  conducted  with  District  Chief  and  revealed  tho  ciroa  had  been  abandoned 
for  some  time.  C  2/16  then  established  a  blocking  position  North  of  Objective 
2  to  support  with  tho  remainder  of  the  battalion.  Bn  (-)  conducted  scorch  of 
Ob j active  2  following  rn  airdrop'  *d  CS  attack  with  negative  contact  but  dis¬ 
covered  a  small  arms  arxmnition  cache  at  XT  375479  at  1258  hrs,  capturing  and 
evacuating  60  rds  7.621X1,  one  US  Groncde,  ono  modical  bag,  two  55  gal  druns 
of  polishod  rice  and  10  feot  of  dotonation  cord.  (See  appendix  1  to  After 
Action  Report  concerning  Air  Dropped  CS). 


8 


^  CONFIDENTIAL 


nliilliiifciirtWi 


J 


4 


1 


& 


^  Co t  Ol  a/t 

At  1310  hrs,  C  2/18  Inf  engaged  an  unknovm  number  of  VC  vie  XT  420477,  unit 
pursued  VC  but  lost  contact  when  VC  dispersed  and  fled  into  jungle.  At  1317 
hrs  B  2/18  located  and  destroyed  a  snail  base  camp  vie  XT  429473  consisting 
of  7  huts,  2  Brail  trenches  and  bunkers.  At  1330  hrs  A  1/4  Cnv,  conducting 
local  security  operations  apprehended  two  (2)  VCS  at  XT  415443  and  one  (l) 

VCS  at  XT  395433  and  evacuated  then  to  division  base.  C  1/28  apprehended  one 
VCS  vie  XT  296499  at  1337  hrs  and  D  1/28  located  and  destroyed  two  (2)  ox 
carts,  one  bicycle,  one  tow  chain,  450  punji  stakes  and  20  fox  holos  with 
overhead  cover  vie  XT  342511  at  1400  hrs.  At  1530  hrs,  C  2/1S  Inf  in  pursuit 
of  an  unknown  number  of  VC  vie  XT  435475,  sustained  2  US  KHA  and  7  WHA  from 
Artillery  which  had  been  called  in  to  cut  off  VC  avenues  of  oscape.  At 
1550  hrs,  D  1/28  located  and  evacuated  two  mortar  rounds,  caliber  unknown, 
vie  XT  336507.  On  06  May  at  0918  hrs,  A  1/2S  located  and  destroyed  a.  communi- 
entions  liaison  station  vie  XT  338512  consisting  of  six  (6)  buildings,  several 
books,  cooking  utensils,  two  (2)  grenades  and  25  lbs  of  rice.  Several  doc¬ 
uments  and  the  books  were  evacuated  to  division  base.  2/18  Inf  received 
light  SA  fire  through  out  the  morning  And  first  contact  was  established  by 
the  Redon  Plat  at  1034  hrs  vie  XT  450468*  VC  fled  into  jungle  end  one  was 
believed  to  bo  wounded.  At  1054  brs,  C  l/28  located  and  destroyed  three  (3) 
foxholes  with  overhead  cover  vie  XT  350481 .  B  2/18  made  contact  with  unknown 
number  of  VC  at  1119  hrs  vie  XT  455457,  resulting  in  one  VC  KIA  (BC)  6 
VC  KIA  (P0SS)  one  M~1  rifle  captured.  VC  fled  into  jungle  end  broke  contact 
at  1230  hrs.  At  1230  hrs,  A  2/18  engaged  and  pursued  4  VC  vie  XT  450450  wheo 
returned  fire,,  .dispersed  and  fled  into  jungle  breaking  contact  at  1258  hrs. 
Results  were  5  US  WHA  and  2  VC  KIA  (FOSS).  On  7  May  at  0730  hrs,  Bde  HIIC 
commenced  airlift  to  base  camp,  PIIU0C  VI NH,  utilizing  10  lifts  of  C  130 
aircraft  owing  base  camp  1430  hrs,  thus  tornnating  Operation  BIRMINGHAM. 

7.  Supporting  Forces: 

a,  1st  Bn,  5th  Arty  (-):  (DS) 

(1)  This  organization  consisted  of  Headquarters  and  Sorvice 
Battery  and  two  (2)  .firing  battories  l  A  &  B  )  with  B  2/13  Arty  attcichod 
from  24  Apr  66  thru  7  May  66. 

(2)  How  and  Whan  Employed: 

(a)  Hqs,  A,  and  B  Btry's:  Woro  airlifted  into  TAY  NIMH  3 
Airfield  by  C-130  end  Cv-2  Aircraft.  Personnel  &  equipment  woro  then  lifted 
by  CII-47  aircraft  to  Arty  Base  vie  LZ  RED,  (XT  0246)  established  defensive 
positions  and  provided  fire  support  for  area  of  oporation. 


(b)  Btry  D: 

vie  FHU0C  VINIi  (XT  9849). 


Provided  fires  in  support  of  baso  camp  area 


(0)  Btry  D  2/13  Arty:  Was  Air  lift od  into  or on  of  operation 
by  CH-47  Aircraft.  The  btry  was  attached  to  1/5  Arty  (-)  to  givo  additional 
support  to  1st  Dde  and  ocouyiod  fixing  positions  vie'  Arty  Base  (XT  0246) 


thru  2  May  66: 

105ob>  HE 
105an  WP 
105bc  UIq 


(d)  Period  and  number  of  rds  fired  by  typo  24  Apr  66 

preparation  U&  U 


8915 

37 

17 


412 

10 


3505 

18 


12,832 

65 

17 


TOTAL  HU  MISSIONS*  1193 
TOTAL  PREPARATIONS t  37 
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b,  U.S.  Ait  Force :  In  adpport  of  Operation  EHBC1K5IIAM  (24  April-6 
Q?K  May  66),  a  totcl  of  one  hundred  end  eight  (108)  strike  ni3sions  wore  flown 
Or  resulting  in  a  total  of  324  sorties.  Fighter  sorties  wore  as  follows: 


24  Apr  66 

25  Apr  66 

26  Apr  66 

27  Apr  66 

28  Apr  66 

29  Apr  66 

30  Ajr  66 

1  May  66 

2  May  66 

3  May  66 

4  May  66 

5  May  66 

6  May  66 

10 

6 

10 

12 

8 

7 

12 

9 

6 

5 

6 

S 

. .  9 

TOTAL 

108 

8,  Results  of  Operation: 

a.  Equijnont  Evacuated: 

QUANTITY 

ITEM 

48 

Uniforms  Black 

48 

Unif  onis  Khaki 

2 

Refrigerators 

40 

Leaflets 

100  boxes 

Documents 

50 

Books 

100  lbs 

Medical  Supplies 

20 

Suall  Arms  Weapons 

1 

Mortar  Round 

7  10 

Bicycles 

b.  Equipment  Destroyed: 

QUANTITY 

iIBi 

1533.8  Tons 

Rice 

240.55  Tons 

Salt 

6.5  Tons 

Fish 

320  lbs 

Grain 

3*5  Tons 

Sugar 

344  Cano 

Kilk 

1240  gals 

Cooking  Oil 

10 
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.9  Tens 
2305 
5067 
2400 
26o0 
20 

90  sets 
121 

100  lie  tors 
500  lbs  in  bolts 
1750  meters 
20 

2000  prs 
20 
1 
8 
3 
1 
1 

10,000  boerd  ft 
20  lbs 
20  tubes 
1 

40  lbs 
100  bags 
100 

1000  ea 

36 

1500  bore 
10  lbs 
900  lbs 
100 


Uniforms,  Black 
Uniforms,  Khaki 
Shirts,  Groan 
Shirts 
Sweaters 
Underwear 
Shirts,  Black 
Flannel  Material 
Black  Material 
Plastic  Materials 
Racks 
Sandies 

Canteens,  Plastic 
Rice  Mill  * 
Kitchen  Stoves 
Guitars,  Electric 
Radio,  Trans-8 
Portable  PA  Set 
Lumber 
Nails 

Printers  Ink 
Ping  Pong  Table 
Marijuana 
Cement 
Oil  Leaps 
fcnrolope,  Paper 
Battery,  BA-30 
Soap 
Carbide 

Medical  Soppliee 
Mil* 
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ITEM 

250  lbs  (approx) 

Parts,  Boat, 

Motor 

2 

Typowritors 

1 

Printing  Press 

c. 

FOIENDLX  LOSSES: 

DATE 

WHA 

KHA 

MHA 

DOW 

24  Apr  66 

13 

7 

0  ' 

0 

25  Apr  66 

0 

1 

0 

0 

26  Apr  '6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

( 

27  Apr  66 

19 

0 

0 

0 

28  Apr  66 

9 

4 

0 

1 

29  Apr  66 

10 

7 

1 

0 

30  Apr  66 

11 

7 

0 

0 

1  May  66 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2  May  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3  May  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4  May  66 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5  May  66 

7 

2 

0 

0 

6  Mav  66 

5 

_ 0_ 

_ o_ _ 

JL _ 

TOTAL 

75 

2$ 

1 

1 

d.  FPJENDLT  MATERIAL  LOSSES; 

mssm  '  • 

1 

1 

o,  ETOMC  LOSSES; 

DATS  EIA  (BC) 

24  Apr  66  0 


ITEM 

AN/.RC  69,  Dostxoyod 
5  KW  Gonorr.tor,  Doatroyod 


25  Ajar  66 

26  Apr  66 

27  Apr  66 

28  Apr  66 

29  Apr  66 


0 

3 

3 

1 

1 


SA-tBSS) 

o 

o 

i 

i 

o 

3 


VCC  CA 
0 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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1  .(BC)  IgA  (POSS)  VCC  CA.  RED 


30  Apr  66 
1  1  May  66 

2  May  66 

3  May  66 

4  May  66 

5  May  66 

6  May  66 


9.  AIMNISTRATIVE  MATTERS: 

a,  Administrative  matters  woro  adoqunto  to  ensure  rosupply  of  committee, 
units.  The  utilization  of  the  direct  support  aviation  company  for  resupply 
aircraft  greatly  assisted  in  tho  rapid  response  to  taot/n  requirements  and 
changes  duo  to  tho  tactical  sit’ir.tion. 

(l)  Supply: 

(a)  Techniques  of  supply  used  during  the.  operation  woro  of 

throe  (3)  t  Tpos! 

1  Six  (6)  each  UII1D  halicoptors  irero  used  daily  to 
dolivor  Hupplios  to  ( the  forward  baao  area  and  RON  positions  north  of  the 
Division  Logistical  Daso.  During  tho  early  morning  and  Into  nftornoon 
hours  maxinum  effort  was  placed  on  tho  extraction  of  unnecessary  oquipoont 
in  RON  positions,  Tho  remainder  of  tho  day  was  dovotod  to  rosupvlying  the 
forward  baso  aroa  normally  occupiod  hy  on  artillery  b  ttolion,  ono  infantry 
battalion  and  an  olonont  of  brigade  headquarters.  This  system  was  usod  when 
rosupply  could  not  be  offocted  by  road  convey. 

g  CII-47A  helicopters  woro  used  to  deliver  artillery 
onnunition  and  whon  UH1D  holicoptors  woro  not  available  for  rosupply  of  units 
in  tho  forward  baso  area.  Iloucvor,  tho  uso  of  CII-47A  halicoptors  is  not 
foo.siblo  for  delivery  to  RON  positions  aa  normally  largo  LZ's  are  not  availablo 
and  loading  and  unloading  is  time  consuming  since  supplies  oust  ho  man  handled. 

2  When  tho  Brigade  units  woro  locatod  in  tho  rubber 
plantation  vie  XT  3247,  road  convoys  were  utilizod  cn  a  daily  basis  to  rosupply 
those  excopt  when  battalions  woro  conducting  socrch  and  dostroy  operations  ■ 
awry  from  this  base.  Usually  the  battalion  carried  enough  supplies  to  sustain 
themselves  until  they  returned  to  tho  base  area  or  minimum  supplies  woro 
delivered  by  UH1D  holicoptors. 

(b)  During  tho  opomtion,  300  tons  of  material  was  dolivorod 
by  UH1D  holicoptors .  An  undetermined  tonna.go  of  artillery  nxnmition  was 
dolivorod  by  CH-471  aircraft  as  well  cs  rosupply  of  units  by  rood  during  tho 
latter  part  of  tho  operation, 

(o)  Units  entered  .bo  opo ration  with  a  basic  load  of  om- 
unition,  rations  and  necessary  supplies  and  roplonishod  axpondituros  from  tho 
Division  Logistical  Baso  as  required. 
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(d)  Weapons  and  ammunition  carried  by  assault  troops  of 
infantry  battalions  includod  M-16  riflos  end  60nn  mortars.  81m  nortars 
with  crow  and  ammunition  wero  airlifted  into  RON  positions  at  night  and  extractod 
tho  following  norning.  Those  units  who  brought  107m  nortars  to  tho  operational 
area  utilized  those  weapons  in  tho  defense  of  tho  Division  Logistical  Daso. 

(2)  Maintenance :  No  significant  problems  wore  onc-..untered  by 
attached  units.  Tho  utilization  of  a  'division  ri'JIntcnanccr  contact  torn  appears 
to  be  noro  responsive  to  unit  roquirenonts  ns  repair  parts  can  bo  obtained 
easier  and  fastor  from  an  element  of  this  typo  rather  than  tlie  shipmont  of  parts 
from  tho  Brigade  Kono  Base, 

(3)  Troatnont  of  Casualties  and  Evacuation  and  Ho  spit ili action 
(See  para  (6)  below) 

(4)  Transportation:  The  uso  of  CV-2  aircraft  for  tho  delivery 
of  men  and  material  from  Brigade  Homo  Bases  i/as  onoouragod.  However,  units  » 
observed  that  undor  tho  original  schodulo  of  multiple  stops  prior  to  arrival 
at  the  Division  Logistical  Base,  tho  aircraft  was  filled  before  arriving  at 
the  Brigade  Hone  Base  (EHJOC  VINH)  and  consequently  nogligible  cargo  or 
pcssonger  spaco  was  available .  Tho  change  of  the  schedule  to  incorporate 

a  trip  from  tho  Division  Logistical  Base  to  tho  Brigade  Home  Baso  end  return, 
insured  that  each  major  unit  had  ample  space  for  non  and  supplies. 

(5)  Communications:  No  major  communications  problems  wore 
experienced  during  tho  operation*  Communications  onaloyod  were  adequate  to 
moot  tho  requirement  of  the  Brigade  Ccmondcr  end  subordinate  unit  comondors.  . 
During  tho  first  phase  of  the  operation,  VHF  between  division  and  brigade 

was  established,  howover,  it  is  believed  that  tho  VHF  configuration  is  too 
bulky  for  airmobile  type  operations.  Tho  airlift  requirements  for  tho  VHF 
facilities  was  three  (3)  CH-47A  loads.  Tho  gonomter  trailer  and  AN/MBC-69 
sholtor  wore  both  sling-loaded  on  a  CH-47  and  whilo  lifting  to  a  LZ,  the 
sling  broke  resulting  in  complete  loss  to  both  items. 

(6)  Modical  Evaluation:  During  tho  operation,  a  composite  clearing 
station  was  established  in  tho  fen/ard  area.  Tills  cleaning  station  consisted 

of  doctors,  a  dentist,  an  aid  nan  rad  medical  supplies  from  tho  Brigade  and 
Battalions  sizo  units  involvod.  A  nurse  anesthetist  and  surgical  teen  from  the 
Third  Surgical  Hospital  was  also  available.  Medical  evacuation  helicopters 
wore  on  "Stand-By"  at  all  tiia.es. 

The  medical  coverage  .afforded  by  tliis  clearing  station  was 
excellent.  Tho  prosonco  of  tho  nodical  evacuation  aircraft  at  tho  doming 
station  markedly  decreased  ovaouation  time  from  tho  front  linos  to  tho  nodical 
installation.  Tho  location  of  tlie  cloaring  station  in  a  fairly  secure  aroa 
with  adequate  facilities  and  ample  physicians  and  medics  re  suit  od  in  oxocollont 
orargoncy  oare.  On  one  occasion,  too  surgical  team  performed  lifo-saving 
surgery.  Once  tho  patient  had  boon  sta.blizod  at  tho  cloaring  station,  ovaeun- 
tion  further  to  tho  roar  was  accomplished  with  a  mininua  of  dengor  and  discomfort,. 


b.  Personnel  Status  During  (^oration  BIRMINGHAM: 
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10.  SPECIAL  BQUIR4ENT  AND  TECHNIQUES: 

a.  Tho  employment  of  cn  increase  of  massive  artillery  fires  to 
seal  and  clear  aroas  for  advancing  ground  forces  conducting  search  and 
destroy  operations,  proved  very  effective  and  enhanced  tho  maneuver  dements 
to  move  uninterrupted  and  rapidly. 

b.  Tho  airmobile  novo  of  tho  Bde  TAC  CP  to  forward  locations  by 
CH-47  aircraft  was  mother  technique  introducod  and  usod  effectively. 

c.  Special,  equipment  usod  (See  appendix  1) 

11.  COMMANDERS «S  ANALYSIS:  The  most  significant  anpoct  of  Operation 
BIRMINGHAM  was  the  destruction  of  vast  quantities  of  VC  supplies  and  facilities 
along  tlie  RACK  GAI  BAC  River  botwoon  Cambodia  and  South  Vietnam.  Hie 

impact  of  this  operation  should  have  a  long  torn  offoct  on  VC  ability  to 
shelter  and  food  largo  numbers  of  personnol. 

The  battle  of  LO  GO  once  again  dononstratod  tho  offoctivonoss  of 
the  conbinod  eras  team.  Following  a  devastating  artillery  and  air  preparation, 
two  Infantry  Battalions  demon stra. tod  their  ability  to  nanauvor  in  close 
terrain  end  successfully  ongago  and  destroy  cn  onony  force.  •'  >, 

•  0" 

Not  withstanding  tho  material  lossos,  tho  loss  of  prostigo  and  oontrol 
in  an  area  formally  considorod  a  sofo  havon  should  result  in  a  demoralising 
blow  to  VC  stability  and  lnfluenco  in  TAT  NINII  Province.  This  Brigade  plans 
to  exploit  its  victories  over  the  VC  in  TAT  11NH  Province  through  its  wide¬ 
spread  Psychological  Worfaro  media. 

Another  aspect  of  tho  operation  which  has  tactical  significance  was 
the  ability  of  tho  Brigade  Task  Force  to  roaot  rapidly  to  a  fluid  tactical 
situation.  By  uso  of  HU1D  and  CH-47  aircraft  tho  Brigado  was  able  to  novo 
swiftly,  orienting  itsolf  on  bus poet  VC  locations  rather  than  spooifio  geo¬ 
graphic  objootivos. 

Operation  BIRMINGHAM  added  another  first  to  tho  1st  Brigado  list  of  aab- 
iveosnts  bgr  having  been  tho  Brigado  furthost  vast  into  War  Zone  0. 
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In  Conclusion,  Operation  BIKMING1IAM  beconies  another  Hallmark  in  the 
counter-insurgency  effort  in  Vietnam* 


FOR  THE  COMMANDER: 


10  Incl 

1.  Op  Overlay  in  AO  BUICK 

2.  v  .AO  MERCURI) 

3.  Op  Overlay  in  AO  FIAT 

4.  .Op  Overlay  in  AO  FIAT 

5.  Hosp  Base  Area 

6.  Base  Camp 

7.  Base  Camp 

0,  Intell  Legend 

9.  CS  After  Action  Report 

10.  [PS!  War  Op 


'JSAMBEL  J.  ilffiZRMr 


Major,  Infantry 
Adjutant 
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Inclosure  2  (AO  MERCURY)  to  After  Action  Roport,  let  Bde  Operation  BIRMINGHAM 
dtd  24  May  66. 
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InoloBuro  7  (Ease  Camp)  to  After  Action  Report,  1st  Bde  Operation  BIRMINGHAM, 
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■  Inc lo mire  fl  (Intell  Legend)  to  After  Action  Report,  let  Edo  Operation 
BIRMINGHAM,  dtd  24  Hay  66. 

LEGEND  FOR  REPORTED  INTELLIGENCE  INFORMATION 

"2J  REPORTED  F/6 

L 

• 

DETENTION  CA’G? 

% 

BASE  CAMP 

+ 

MEDICAL  FACILITY 

STORAGE/SUPPLY  AREA 

K 

PRODOCnOiJ  AREA 

C5 

ADMNISTRATIVE  FACILITY 

vV 

n 

STRONG  POINT 

•  # 

ROAD  COT 

v _ / 

INFILTRATION  POINT 

ru~u 

TRENCH 

LEGEND  FOR  ACTUAL  LOCATIONS 

. 1  BASE  CAMP 

.  2  SIMLY/STORAGE  POINT 

.  3  RICE  AND/OR  SALT  CACHE 

» 4  FUEL  DUMP 

.  5  DEFENSIVE  AREA 

«  6  HOSPITAL 

•  7  OX  CART  FACTORY 

Sheet  1  of  2  Sheets 

CONFIDENTIAL 

\6t 


CON  F-fO  a  Kj  T/A  L 


Incl  8  Con't 


vV 


r 


9f 


v's  ' 


bto  & 


n 


rJ,%' 


«7 

,X  ••i 
.1*  ^  ' 

*'■ al  (•) 


o*. 


o— 


^  * 


Of 


*3  c  L 


•■L 

o-L 

•L 


,  •? 
*J-  ;**L 

V.  .  ■• 

•7. 


•»* 


j»  • 

n  in; 


/«  •  t- 


?7I 


>■' 


& 

*1 


».  y 

'4.J 


n\ 

'i  k 


N¥ 


.  ± 


L._  x 


.J _ ! 


«X 


+  .  -T 


Shaet  2  of  2  SbMta 

/ 


0 1 


ix 


. -  ! !  . * 


e 


rr 


$ 


\  / 


C4 

r<:  4‘ 

A/ 


(■  i  v  confidential 

w  -  /  v/  X  /  Jr-  i  \i  /  /k.  I 


V 


i 

Incl-v.ro  S  (CS  ....'tor  Action  ■  -w"  "On j  cg  • —  Oi.i*  »6xxc<i.  -kC^.olrti  1  so  »-  .,o 
Cy erotica  EIIiMLHGHAM,  dtd  24  i-iay  66. 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARMY 
HEADQUARTERS 

1ST  BRIGADE,  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  U.S,  Forces  96345 

AVID-SP-0  24  May  1966 

SUBJECT!  After  Action  Report,  Use  of  CS  on  Objective  2,  1st  Brigade 
FRAG  ORDER  5-66  Operation  BIRMINGHAM 


TO:  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 
ATTN* 

APO  U.S.  Forces  96345 


1 .  PURPOSE: 

( 

a.  To  test  the  effectiveness  of  Riot  Control- Apent  (RCA)  CS  in  the 
preliminary  portion  of  the  preparatory  fire  on  a  selected  target  area  suspec¬ 
ted  to  contain  VC  in  permanent  and/or  semi  permanent  underground  positions. 

b.  To  test  the  capabilities  of  masked  troons  to  operate  in  heavily 
wooded  areas  contaminated  by  a-ent  CS  under  long  periods  of  time. 

2.  MISSION:  Support  the  mission  of  2/l6  Inf  to  search  and  clear  appro¬ 
ximately  one  square  kilometer  of  jungle  area,  (center  of  mass  XT  37447?)  by 
use  of  massive  concentration  of  RCA  CS. 

3.  GOVERNING  FACTORS: 

a.  Design  of  CS  Drum  Bomb: 

,  (l)  Each  drum  contained  80  pounds  of  spent  CS  in  10  each  8 
pound  sacks.  Total  weight  of  filled  drum  168  pounds. 

(2)  Detonatin"  charge  for  each  drum  consisted  of  two  each  M-4 
bursters,  a  non-electrical  blasting  cap,  a  length  of  time  fuze  cut  to  a  spec¬ 
ific  length  to  obtain  an  optimun  height  of  burst,  and  a  M2  non-electric  fuze 
lighter. 

b.  Delivery  of  CS  Drum  Banb: 

(1)  The  drums  were  dropped  manually  from  CH-47  helicopters, 
each  fuze  lighter  was  pulled  individually  to  light  the  time  fuze  and  the 
drum  pushed  out  of  the  helicopter. 

(2)  Factors  that  determined  the  HOB  of  each  drum  were: 

(a)  .  Length  of  the  time  fuzo 

\ 

(b)  Altitude  of  the  holicopter 

(c)  Lag  timo  from  when  the  lighter  is  activated  until 
the  drvsa  is  dropped  from  the  helicopter. 

o.  Weather  Conditions: 

(1 )  An  inversion  condition  existed  in  the  target  area.  Wind 
speed  was  approximately  1  knot  in  a  westerly  direction. 
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(2)  Wind  speed  and  direction  was  determined  by  colored  smoke 
grenades  thrown  by  2/l6  Inf  to  mark  their  positions  as  the  helicopters  app¬ 
roached  the  target  area. 

4.  EXECUTION: 

a.  Two  passes  by  three  CH-47  helicopters,  30  drums  per  helicopter, 
were  made  over  the  target  area.  The  first  pass  began  at  0800,  along  a  line 
from  XT  372474  to  XT  380480.  The  second  pass  was  made  at  0807  along  a  line 
from  XT  387483  to  XT  368477. 

b.  Immediately  after  the  CS  drop  an  airstrike  was  made  by  five  Air 
Force  fighter  bombers  followed  by  artillery  to  kill  enemy  driven  above  ground 
by  the  CS. 

c.  Troops  from  companies  A  fr  B,  wearing  masks,  entered  the  target 
area  at  approximately  0900.  Masks  wore  kept  on  until  1030  when  an  all  clear 
was  given 

(1)  Troops  were  told  to  remask  5  times  for  periods  from  5  to 
15  minutes  from  1 030  to  1230  as  contaminated  areas  were  uncovered. 

(2)  Troops  masked  initially  at  approximately  0820  when  CS 
traveling  down  wind  reached  their  attack  position. 

(3)  Total  time  troops  were  masked  between  0820  to  1230  was  app¬ 
roximately  3  hours. 

5.  Effects  of  CS  Bombs  in  the  Target  Area: 

a.  Drums  that  detonated  above  ground  caused  a  contamination  radius 
extending  to  75  meters  around  the  impact  area. 

b.  Vegetation  was  contaminated  causing  stinging  to  exposed  skin. 

c.  The  impact  of  drums  was  sufficiently  close  together  to  form  a 
barrier  thru  which  unprotected  personnel  could  not  pass. 

d.  Premature  detonation  of  CS  drum  bombs  caused  CS  to  be  detected 
up  to  an  altitude  of  1300  ft  and  7000  meters  down  wind  from  the  high  air 
burst. 

e.  The  affected  area  retained  the  CS  contamination  longer,  as  wind 
in  dense  jungle  areas  did  not  remove  CS  in  air  suspension  thereby  allowing 
it  to  settle  on  underbrush. 

6.  LESSONS  LEARNED: 

a.  A  requirement  for  a  more  accurate  method  of  detonating  at  dea tre¬ 
ed  HOB  oust  be  developed  because  the  HOB  for  individual  drums  varied  from 
ground  level  to  an  altitude  of  750  ft. 

b.  CS  contamination  of  tho  target  area  was  sufficient  to  cause  un¬ 
protected  personnel  groat  discomfort  and  rend  or  them  Incapable  of  effectively 
defending  positions. 

c.  Thick  jungle  underbrush  reduce*  the  overall  effective  radius  of 
each  CS  boob. 
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d.  Masked  troops  can  operate  in  CS  contaminated  areas  with  mini¬ 
mum  difficulty  in  movement  thru  the  heaviest  underbrush., 

e.  Large  areas  can  be  contaminated  by  this  type  of  CS  bomb  form¬ 
ing  impassable  areas  to  unprotected  personnel.  The  expected  length  of  per¬ 
sistence  of  such  a  barrier  is  approximately  30  days. 

7l  RECOMMENDATIONS : 

a.  A  timing  device  be  used  to  obtain  low,  25-50  feet,  height  of 
burst  to  reduce  downwind  loss  of  agent  from  the  target  area.  The  timing 
fuze  used  on  the  E~1 58  CS  bomblet  would  be  sufficient  for  this  use. 

b.  Future  targets  be  selected  that  are  known  enemy  strongpoints. 
This  T^pe  CS  bomb  is  an  overkill  for  reconnaissance  type  usage.  - 

c.  Drops  should  not  be  made  when  troops  are  downwind  from  the 
target  area  to  reduce  the  time  masks  must  be  worn. 

d.  Troops  be  instructed  to  cover  as  much  exposed  skin  as  possible 
prior  to  entering  a  CS  contaminated  area. 

e.  This  type  CS  bomb  be  employed  to  form  impassable  barriers  for 
unprotected  personnel. 

f.  Aviation  units  within  the  operational  area  must  be  notified 
when  CS  is  to  be  employed  due  to  the  effects  caused  by  climatic  conditions 
and  the  method  of  detonation  presently  used. 

FCR  THE  COMMANDER: 

‘'SAMUEL  J.  AZZARELLI 
Major,  Infantry 
Adjutant 
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Operation  BIi£»IKGHAii 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  ARM 
HEADQUARTERS 

1ST  BRIGADE,  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  U.S.  Forces  96345 

AV3D-SP-0  24  Kay  i960 

Phase  I  24  April  1966  PSY  WAR  OPERATIONS 

C-47  based  at  Bion  Hoa  flew  coordinates  WT  9967-XT  0267-WT  9964- 
XT  0164  dropping  100,000  leaflets  (50,000  #3p-893,  25,000  #13?,  and  25,- 

000  #191). 

Phase  II  25  April  1 966 

C-47  based  at  Bien  Hoa  flew  coordinates  WT  9768-WT  0068-WT'  9770- 
WT  0071  dropping  100,000  leaflets  (50,000  #Sp-893,  25,000  #188,  25,000 
#191). 

26  April  1966 

U-10  flew  coordinates  WT  9767-XT  0167-XT  0169-WT  9669-WT  9671- 
WT  9771  dropping  54,000  leaflets  (19,000  #S p-893  #AH33000uAH52000,  25,- 
000  #186  and  10,000  #192). 

28  April  1966 

U-10  flew  over  coordinates  XT  0464-XT  0764-XT  0672-XT  0872 
playing  l£  hours  Chieu  Hoi  tape  #8,  XT  0072-XT  Q275-WT  9895-WT  9873- 
WT  9773-WT  9875  dropping  20,000  #137,  XT  0373  dropping  5,000  1st  Div 
Good  Guy  Leaflets,  WT  9975-WT  9977-XT  0883-XT  0881  dropping  20,000  #- 
192,  XT  0976-XT  0675-XT  0670-XT  0869  dropping  19,000  Sp-893  #AH988001- 
AH1 00000.  XT  0172  Americans  are  here  to  defeat  the  VC  10,000. 

29  April  1966 

U-10  flew  over  Vicinity  of  Lo  Go  dropping  40,000  #  193  and  playing 
3  horn’s  of  Chieu  Hoi  tapes  #38  and  #58  along  Rts  13  and  22. 

30  April  1 966 

U-10  flew  coordinates  WT  9965-WT  9968-XT  O565-XT  O568  dropping  ' 
79,000  leaflets  (19,000  #Sp-893  #AR247000,  20,000  #188,  20,000  #137,  20,- 
000  VC  Life  vs  ARVN  Life). 

Phase  III  1  May  1966 

U-10  flew  coordinates  WT  9675-WT  9775-WT  9676-WT  9776  dropping 
25,000  #F005. 

2  May  1966 

U-10  flew  coordinates  XT  4943 -XT  5345-XT  5634-XT  5835  dropping 
50,000  leaflets  (40,000  #100  and  10,000  #969). 

3  May  1966 

Moved  to  1st  Bdo  Hqs  and  coordinator  It!.  8-5. 

4  May  1966  planned  for  5  May  1966  sweep  of  Plantation. 

U-10  flow  over  entire  Ben  Cul  Plantation  dropping  200,000  leaflets 
(50,000  #Bp-893,  50,000  #137,  60,000  #003,  40,000  No  Safe  Haven  leaflets) 
and  playii*?  Chieu  Hoi  tawa.for  2  hours. 
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UH1D  flew  over  objective  #2  and  dropped  10,000  CS  leaflets,  10,000 
#137,  and  5,000  #190. 

5  May  1966 

Moved  out  with  2/18,  2nd  Bde  in  Ben  Cui  Plantation  sweep, 

6  May  1 966 

Returned  with  2/1 8  and  1 st  Bde  to  Tay  Ninh. 

TOTAL  LEAFLETS  FOR  OimiTIi.'IJ  AKD  TIMES 

Phase  I  24  April  50,000  #Sp-893  Safe  Conduct  Passes 
25,000  #137  Surrender  Instructions 
25,000  #191  Unable  to  Fight  On  Our  Terms 

Phase  II  25  April  50,000  #Sn-G93  Safe  Conduct  Passes 
25,000  #1®'  Get  Sturt 
25,000  #191  Unable  to  Fight  On  Our  Terms 


26  April  25,000  #186  Stop  Fighting 

10,000  #192  Rally 

19,000  #Sp..,893  S'So  Conduct  Passes 

27  April  20,000  #137  Surrender  Instructions 

19,000  #Sp-u93  Safe  Conduct  Passes 

28  April  20,000  #137  Surrender  Instructions 

10,000  Americans  Are  Hero  to  Defeat  the  VC 
5,000  1st  E4v  Good  Guy 
20,000  #192  Rally 
19,000  #Sp~893  Safa  Conduct  Passo3 

29  April  40,000  #193  Assist  tho  GV11 

30  April  19,000  #St-G93  Safe  Conduct  Passes 

20,000  #1GG  Get  Snort 

20,000  #137  Surrondor  Instructions 

20,000  VC.  Lifo  Vs  AHVi?  Life 


1  May 

2  May 

5  May 


25,000  F005  CHIEU  HOI 

40, 000  #100  CIIIEU  HOI 
10,000  #969  lutolligunco 


50,000  #S p-C93  Safe  Conduct  Passes 
50,000  #137  Surrondor  Instructions 
60,000  #003  We  Aro  Everywhoro 
40,000  No  Safe  Haven 


10,000  CS 

10,000  #137  Surrender  Instructions 
8.000  #190  Appoul  to  Trapped  VC 
786,000 


TOTAL 


Inolocuro  10  Contrd 


TAPES  AND  THEMES 


Phase  II  27  April  1.5  Hrs  Tape  #39  Chieu  Hoi 

28  April  1.5  Hrs  Tape  #8  Chieiu  Hoi 

29  April  3.0  Hrs  Tape  #38  and  #58  Chieu  Hoi 

5  May  2^0  Hrs  Tape  #8  Chieu  Hoi 


TOTAL  8.0  Hrs  Tape 
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DEPARTMENT  C*  THE  ARMY 

HEADQUARTERS  2D  BRIGADE  1ST  INFANTRY  DIVISION 
APO  U.S.  FORCES  963I1S 

AVID-AMP  7  June  1966 

SUBJECT*  Combat  After  Action  Repo&i  •(MAC  /RCS/J3/32) 

(Operation  BIRMINGHAM) (U) 


THRU*  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Division 

ATTN:  avxd-t 

APO  U.S.  Forces  963 hS 


TO*  Commander 

US  Military  Assistance  Comand,  Vietnam 

ATM*  J321 

APO  U.S.  Forces  9621*3 


1.  (U)  NAME  AND  TIPS  CP  OPERA^CN*  Operation  BIRMINGHAM, 

Brigade  Search  and  Destroy  Operation* 

2.  (U)  DATES  OF 'OPERATION*  08Hj30H  May  -  l£U*i5H  Hay  66  (2d 
Brigade  participation). 

3.  (C)  GENERAL:  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  was  initiated  by  Headquar¬ 
ters,  1st  Infantry  Division  OPCPJ)  8-66  (BIRMINGHAM)  dated  19120OH  April 
1966.  The  original  plan  far  this  operation  envisaged  the  employment  of 
only  two  Brigades,  the  1st  and  3rd  Brigades.  However,  on  1*  May,  the  2d 
Brigade  was  ordered  into  the  operation  ar.  i  in  TAT  KWH  Province,  31st 
1RVN  DTA.  Entering  combat  on  8  May,  the  brigade  assumed  command  of 
forces  at  BASE  IV,  a  critical  cross-road?  menaced  by  sizable  VC  forces. 
Once  the  VC  threat  subsided,  2d  Brigade's  area  of  operations  shifted  to 
BINH  DUCKG  Province,  32d  ARVN  DTA.  2d  Brigade  OPLAN  6-66  issued  072300H 
May,  became  OPCRD  9-66  at  091?r~'3  May  66,  Operating  under  this  order, 

2d  Brigade  moved  to  EAU  TIENG  c*:  10  May.  The  Brigade  tactical  plan  for 
this  portion  of  the  operation  called  for  n  attack  BE  along  the  east 
bank  of  the  Saigon  River  toward  the  IRON  1*IANQI2« 

Throughout  Operation  BIRMINGHAM,  the  2d  Brigade  maintained 
a  Rapid  Reaction  Force  that  could  be  employed  in  the  event  an  element 
of  the  Brigade  made  contact  with  a  major  VC  force* 

The  operation  was  conducted  in  aix  phases.  See  paragraph  6. 
During  these  phases,  2d  Brigade  was  never  cut  if  range  of  its  DS  Art¬ 
illery,  which  provided  continuous  support  during  the  operation*  2d 
Brigade  participation  In  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  was  conducted  under  1st 
Infantry  Division  control.  Operations  were  In  conjunction  with  3rd  Bri¬ 
gade,  let  Infantry  Division,  conducting  almUlar  type  operations  la 
the  sans  general  area* 

a.  Reporting  Gffloert  Cr>i  A.K.  Millay,  (Mg 

b.  Task  Organisation*  (Initial) 

i/2  Iif  t  Lt  OolJLLJr'Ilmn,  Cedg'  ’ 

2/16  Znft  it  Col  VJS,  Hathmny,  Cmdg 
i/lB  Znft  Lt  Oca  E-R.M.  Horton;  Cmdg 
1/28  Inf  i  It  Ool  B*  Dane 
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2/l8  Inf  :  Lt  Col  &  McCrystal,  Credg 

l/U  Cot:  Lt  Col  L.  Leirane,  CniJg 

8/S  Arty:  Lt  Col  J.R.’  McGiffert  II,  Cmdg 

l/5  Arty  (DS)(Reinf ):  lit  Col  D.C.  Rogers,  Crrig 

Brigade  Troops: 

HHC  2d  Bde  {-) 

r.  2d  Pity  1st  MP  Co 

.  L.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE t  « 

a.  Available  information  prior  to  commencement  of  Operation 
BIRMINGHAM  indicated  that  a  VC  buildup  w;;  in  progress  within  Zone  C. 

Hie  271,  272  and  the  273rd  VC  Regiments  wnre  reported,  from  various 
sources,  to  have  moved  from  Zone  D  to  unknown  locations  in  Zone  C* 

C0SV1N  Headquarters  was  also  reported  in  the  operational  area.  Other 
information  consisted  primarily  of  reported  enemy  installations  and  for¬ 
tifications.  All  in'  jlligence  ’rformatico  initially  came  from  G-2,  xst 
Infantry  Division. 

b.  Enemy  Situation:  No  major  engagements  between  large  VC 
units  occured  during  this  operation.  The  VC  conducted  harrassing  and 
defensive  tactics,  employing  mines,  booty  traps  and  sniper  activity  to 
protect  their  installations.  Significant  installations  discovered  dur¬ 
ing  the  operation  included: 

(1)  Recon  Platoon,  l/2  Infantry  at  O9U1LOH  May,  located 
a  base  camp/commo  center  vie  XT29769?.  Two  rifles,  a  PPG  1*0,  uOmm  roc¬ 
ket  launcher  and  a  document  containing  uncoded  communications  informa¬ 
tion  were  captured.  The  complex  also  contained  a  radio  of  unknown  nom¬ 
enclature  believed  to  have  been  destroyed  by  SA  fire. 

(2)  C  2/l8  Infantry  lreated  a  VC  base  camp  at  120900H 
May  vie  XT550391  containing  a  weapons  cache  of  23  US  Cal  .1*5  pistols 
(pistols  were  wrapped  in  water  proof  <  .  per  marked  "To  South  America"), 

25  P38  pis tola ,19  Cal  ,22'eir^leshoVRussiaft  RifleA,  sP.Cal  .22mag&?ine 
loaded  Csech  rifles,  92  mines,  grenades  and  booby  traps  and  250  £Lb 
blocks  of  TNT.  25  bicycles  and  150  uniforms  were  also  discovered.  Doc¬ 
uments  in  the  complex  indicated  the  c;  ip  was  occupied  by  D963  Bn  which 
changed  its  name  to  Group  18  in  1965. 

c.  Fortifications:  No  significant  fortifications  were  found. 

d.  General:  The  area  contained  various  small  supply  caches, 
generally  located  near  populated  areas  a*;i  well  defined  trails  and 
streams.  These  appeared  to  be  defended  by  guerrilla  or  local  force  units 
acting  as  caretakers.  Two  villages,  vie  X1530580  and  XT58531jO,  were  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  under  VC  control  along  with  the  plantation  vie  XT>1*39. 

One  VCC  stated  that  the  plantation  owner  v”>s  a  VC  who  provided  jobs  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  for  the  'nl  and  gave  hem  miss  --ns  at  night.  The  majority 
of  ire  surrounding  populace  sec  to  bo  t,  pathetic  towards  the  VC. 


e.  Psy  War/Civil  Affairs:  Civic  action  given  on  Operation 
BUN  -)  GHAM  was  primarily  in  the  medical  field.  Six  medical  patrols  and 
one  large  sick  call  ware  conducted  for  a  total  of  1,350  persons  receiving 
symptomatic  treatment.  Psychological  operations  ware  conducted  during 
the  etitura  and  search  of  the  village  of  EW  SCC  (XT580335).  Airborne 
loudspeaker  appeals  were  wed  to  move  the  entire  population  (approximately 
TOO)  out  of  the  village,  to  facilitate  the  search.  Che  a  assembled,  the 
populaoe  was  treated  fay  the  aedeap  ten  and  spoken  to  by  the  Vletaassse 
Fkoriaoe  Chief,  890  DOCMQ  Prorinoe.  The  8-5,  TRI  TAM  District,  assisted 
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2/l8  Inf  *  Lt  Col  &  McCrystal,  Cmdg 

l/l*  Ca?:  Lt  Col  L.  Lewane,  Cmdg 

8/5  Arty:  Lt  Col  J.R.'  ’TcGiffert  jl,  Cmdg 

1/5  Arty  (DS)(Reinf  j:  "Lt  Col  D.C.  Rogers,  Cmdg 

Brigade  Troops: 

HHC  2d  Bde  (-) 

2d  Pit;  1st  MP  Co 

.  It.  (C)  INTELLIGENCE:  t 

a.  Available  information  prior  to  commencement  of  Operation 
BIRMINGHAM  indicated  that  a  VC  buildup  wa  in  progress  within  Zone  C. 

The  271,  272  and  the  273rd  VC  Regiments  were  reported,  from  various 
sources,  to  have  moved  from  Zone  D  to  unknown  locations  in  Zone  C* 

CGSV3N  Headquarters  was  also  reported  in  the  operational  area*  Other 
information  consisted  primarily  of  reported  enemy  installations  and  for¬ 
tifications.  All  in  ;lligance  *r 'formation  initially  came  from  G-2,  1st 
Infantry  Division. 

b.  Enemy  Situation:  No  major  engagements  between  large  VC 
units  oc cured  during  this  operation.  The  VC  conducted  harrassing  and 
defensive  tactics,  employing  mines,  booby  traps  and  sniper  activity  to 
protect  their  installations.  Significant  installations  discovered  dur¬ 
ing  the  operation  included: 

« 

(1)  Recon  Platoon,  1/2  Infantry  at  091i*l*OH  May,  located 
a  base  camp/coimo  center  vie  XT297697.  Two  rifles,  a  PPG  1*0,  UOmm  roc¬ 
ket  launcher  and  a  document  containing  uncoded  communications  informa¬ 
tion  were  captured.  The  complex  also  contained  a  radio  of  unknown  nom¬ 
enclature  believed  to  have  been  destroyed  by  SA  fire. 

(2)  C  2/l8  Infantry  located  a  VC  base  camp  at  120900H 
May  vie  XT550391  containing  a  weapons  cache  of  23  US  Cal  .1*5  pistols 
(pistols  were  wrapped  in  water  proof  1  .  per  marked  "To  South  America"), 

25  P38  pistols  ,3$  Cal  .22'sii^leshoti -Russian Rifle f,  vg.Cal  .22mag»ine 
loaded  Czech  rifles,  92  mines,  grsnad <s  and  booby  traps  and  250  $lb 
blocks  of  TNT.  25  bicycles  and  150  uniforms  were  also  discovered.  Doc¬ 
uments  in  the  complex  Indicated  the  *;■•  mp  was  occupied  by  D963  Bn  which 
changed  its  name  to  Group  1*8  in  1965. 

c.  Fortifications:  No  significant  fortifications  were  found. 

d.  General:  The  area  contained  various  small  supply  caches, 
generally  located  near  populated  areas  av«  well  defined  trails  and 
streams.  These  appeared  to  be  defended  b.r  guerrilla  or  local  force  unite 
acting  as  caretakers.  Two  villages,  vie  XT530580  and  XT58531jO,  were  be¬ 
lieved  to  be  under  VC  control  along  with  the  plantation  vie  IT5l*39. 

Che  VCC  stated  that  tHo  plantation  owner  »r»s  a  VC  who  provided  Jobe  dur¬ 
ing  the  day  for  the  VG  and  gave  hem  miss  -'ns  at  night.  The  majority 
Of  i>r  >1  surrounding  populace  Beet..'  to  bo  :  .pathetic  towards  the  VC. 

e.  Pay  War/Civil  Affairs:  Civic  action  given  on  Operatic!* 

BIK  IMHAM  was  primarily  in  the  medical  field.  Six  medical  patrols  and 
one  large  sick  call  were  conducted  for  a  total  of  1,350  persona  receiving 
qjrmptomtio  treatment.  Psychological  operations  were  conducted  during 
the  seizure  and  search  of  the  village  of  801  3UC  (XT580335).  Airborne 
loudspeaker  appeals  were  used  to  move  the  entire  population  (approximately 
TOO)  out  of  the  village,  to  facilitate  the  search.  Cbee  assembled,  t ha 
popolaoe  was  treated  by  the  medoap  team  and  spoken  to  by  the  Vletnameee 
htflBM  Chief,  B3M0  DOCMO  Prarlnoe.  The  8-5,  TRI  TAK  District,  assisted 
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the  effort.  Coordination  was  achieved  th  ough  MACV  Advisory  Team  #91 
at  DAU  T2EN0.  An  extensive  printed  media,  psychological  campaign  was 
cor'i'cted  in  support  of  the  Brigades  action.  The  leaflet  drops  were 
con' -oiled  and  supervised  by  the  Division  0-5  and  attached  Psy  War  units. 

5.  (C)  MISSION 

a.  2d  Brigade  assumes  command  of  forces  at  BASE  17,  defends 
BASE  IV,  prepares  for  operations  to  north  (6-9  May). 

b.  2d  Brigade  conducts  cordon  and  search  ,  search  and  destroy 
operations  vie  BASE  II  and  SE  to  Objective  21  (10-35  May). 

6.  (C)  CCNCEPT  OF  OPERATIONS!  ' 

a.  Maneuver!  This  operation  was  conducted  in  six  phases  as 

follows! 

Phase  Ii  A  verbal  order  issued  on  U  May,  initiated  this 
phase  of  Operation  BIRMINGHAM,  CD  5-6  May,  Brigade  Headquarters  (-)  and 
l/l8  Inf  moved  to  BASE  I  located  at  TAT  NINH  airfield  and  began  planning 
for  Brigade  *s  deployment  in  Operation  BIRMINGHAM. 

Biase  Hi  A  verbal  order  issued  on  8  May,  sent  the  2d 
Brigade  into  combat  at  BASE  17,  a  critical  crossroads  15  miles  NE  of 
TAT  NINH.  Once  operational,  the  Brigade  assumed  OPCCN  of  four  Battalions 
and  began  patrolling  extensively  from  thi3  site.  A  co-located  fifth 
Battalion  (ARVN)  worked  with  the  Brigade  in  close  coordination  and  co¬ 
operation. 

Phase- HIi  OPCRD  9-66  and  FRAG  0  1  to  OPCRD  9-66  were 
published  on  10  May  gg,  Bde  conducted  an  administrative  airmobile  move 
-  to  DAD  TUNG  airfield.  On  arrival,  two  Battalions  moved  to  assembly 
areas  in  zones,  a  third  Battalion  remained  vie  of  airfield  as  Brigade 
Rapid  Reaction  Force. 

Biase  17:  CD  11  May,  two  Battalions  attacked  SE  in  zone 
to  seize  Objectives  ALPHA  and  BRAVO,  destroying  VC  forces,  facilities 
and  bases  enroute.  The  third  Battalion  remained  as  the  Brigade  Rapid 
Reaction  Force. 

Phase  Vi  FRAG  0  2  to  OPCRD  9-66.  On  13  May,  two  Battalions 
oontlnued  to  attack  SE  to  seise  Objectives  21  and  21A.  A  third  Battalion 
was  employed  as  the  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction  Force. 

Phase  VIi  FRAG  0  3  to  OPCRD  9-66.  2d  Brigade  elements, 
redeployed  from  Operational  Area  by  cir  to  PHD  LOI  where  they  boarded 
trucks  for  a  motor  march  to  BEARCAT  base  camp. 

b.  Fire  Support!  Fire  support  was  provided  by  Artillery,  TAG 
Air  and  UTTs.  These  were  used  for  on  call  fires,  and  also  to  interdiot 
VC  concentrations  and  routes  of  withdrawal.  The  direct  support  artillery 
battalion  was  reinforced  by  a  l5£m\/8n  battery  during  a  portion  of  the 
operation.  As  often  as  possible,  the  Brigade  maintained  at  least  one 
helicopter  fire  team  on  standoy  f.t  the  Brigade  CP  to  esoort  resupply  and 
Dust  Off  missions,  provide  air  cover  for  ".envoy  moves  and  conduct  exper¬ 
imental  night  recon  flights  with  the  aid  of  Starlight  Soopes. 

7.  (0  EXBCDTICNi 

a.  Chronolryi 

19  April  -  2d  Brigade  received  ;t  Division  OPCRD  8-66  (BIR¬ 
MINGHAM).  2/16  and  2AB  Inf,  Brigade  uni -f  to  participate,  began  planning. 

23  April  4  2/i£  Inf  (1  Co  attaohed  to  l/h  Car  upon  arrival  1st 
Bda}.v  2/18  Inf  (attached  to  3rd  Bde  upon  arrival),  and  B  Btaty,  1/7  Arty 
( attached  to  2/18  Inf)  departed  base  can>  for  Operation  BIRMINGHAM. 
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h  May  -  At  0U08l5K,  2d  Brigade  received  verbal  orders  from 
Division  to  cease  operations  an;!  be  prepar  ed  to  move  to  BIRMINGHAM  AO. 

At  0UU20H,  HHC  2d  Brigade  and  l/l8  Inf  were  ordered  to  move  by  air  to 
TAY  NINH  WEST  airfield  on  5  May  and  6  May  respectively.  Planning  for 
movement  continued. throughout  the  day. 

5  May  -  Beginning  at  050835H,  HHC  2d  Bde  was  lifted  to  BIR- 
MINGrl.M  AO  by  C-123  aircraft.  A  quartering  party  from  l/lft  Inf  accom- 
panied  this  move.  At  051155H,  final  elements  closed  TAY  NINH  WEST.  HHC 
2d  Brigade  occupied  a.  sector  of  the  perimeter  defense  around  TAY  NINH  WEST 
airfield  (Division  Base).  2d  Brigade  began  planning  for  employment  in 
subsequent  phases  of  Operation  BIRMINGHAM. 


6  May  -  l/l8  Inf  airlifted  to  BIRMINGHAM  AO.  Upon  arrival. 
Battalion  was  released  to  Division  Control,  2d  Brigade  was  notified  that 
2/l6  Inf  and  l/5  Arty  would  come  under  its  operational  control  for 
next  phase  of  the  operation.  Planning  continued.  At  061530H,  Brigade 
CP  left  TAY  NINH  WEST  and  closed  to  new  location  ESE  of  TAY  NINH  VEST  at 
061705H.  At  061700H,  2/l6  Ihf,  l/2  Inf  and  l/5  Arty  were  placed  under 
OPCGN  2d  Brigade,  At  O618OOH,  Brigade  received  Division  FRAG  0  R6-66 
(BIRMINGHAM).  At  062000H,  2d  Brigade  published  OPLAN  5-66  (BIRMINGHAM), 
a  contingency  plan  to  reinforce  TF  HOLLINGSWCRTH  during  operations  near 
the  Cambodian  Border, 


7  May  -  At  070800H,  l/2  Inf  reverted  to  OPCCN  3rd  Brigade. 
Tliroughout  the  day,  the  Brigade  continued  planning  for  future  operations. 
At  072300H,  2d  Brigade  published  OPLAN  6-66  (BIRMINGHAM),  a  contingency 
plan  for  operations  SE  in  the  MICHELIN  Flotation  Area. 

8  May  -  To  counter  VC  threat  NE  of  TAY  NINH,  2d  Brigade  was 
ordered  to  move  the  2/l8  and  2/l6  Inf  to  BASE  IV  and  assume  -command  of 
US  forces  there.  ,2/l8  Inf  began  moving  to  BASE  IV  at  081230H,  closing 
there  at  08ll*00H.  Upon  arrival  of  2d  Brig  la  Conrvand  Group  at  08lb30H, 
2d  Brigade  assumed  control  of  1/2  Inf  and  .  /u  Cav  located  at  BASE  IV. 
dose  coordination  and  cooperation  with  th-  7th  Battalion,  ARVN  Airborne 
Brigade,  also  located  at  BASE  IV,  was  effected.  Movement  of  the  2/l6 
Inf  was  delayed  until  after  extraction  .  of  3rd  Brigade  from  12  to  the 
north.  At  081725H,  2/l6  Ihf  (-)  commenced  movement  by  helicopter  to 
blocking  positions  N"  of  SOUI  DA.  C  2/l6  moved  to  position  vie  of  Bri¬ 
gade  CP  to  assist  in  the  defense  of  the  Brigade  CP.  Artillery  support 
for  operations  around  BASE  IV  was  provided  by  8/6  Artillery  (DS).  lo¬ 
cated  within  BASE  IV,  and  3/5  Artillery  (DS- Reinforcing),  located  at 
the  Artillery  Base.  Brigade  CP  moved  to  position  east  of  SUOI  DA.  At 
O816OOH,  Brigade  received  IRAQ  0  lt7-66  (BIRMINGHAM),  directing  it  to 
conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  MICHELIN  Plantation  Area* 


9  Way  -  airing  the  evening  o'  8-9  May,  maneuver  Battalions 
of  2d  Brigade  defended  their  sector  of  the  perimeter  around  BASE  IV, 
ambush* ng  extensively.  At  first  light.  Battalions  sent  out  platoon  and 
company  siaed  patrols  within  their  AO.  Patrols  from  2/l8  inf,  2/16  Inf, 
AFVN  ?th  Bn  and  l/U  Car  ranged  throughout  their  areas  without  contaot. 

In  opeiations  NE,  Recon  l/2  Inf  located  0  small  VC  village  and  later 
i*ade  eencaot  with  VC  elements  in  a  jungle  communications  complex.  '.gjfc 
ktfflble*  was' 7l&stro9hd;  .  Recon  l/2  Inf 

auf?-.  .\  d  1  KIA  and  3  WIA  in  this  action  whils  killing  1  VC  (BC),  captur¬ 
ing  1  -arbino,  1  recoiless  rifle  and  1  SMO.  Fighting  at  times  was  at 
very  close  range.  Recon  maintained  contact  with  the  VC  for  80  minutes. 
Meanwhile,  B  1/2  Ihf  was  called  upon  to  mareurei  Stf  to  NE  and  engage  the 
retreating  VC  on  their  flank.  Before  elements  of  1/2  Inf  could  link  up 
contact  had  been  broken  by  the  VC.  B  and  Recan  1/2  Inf  then  joined  to- 
gather  Md  continued  to  patrol  their  Motor  throughout  the  night  without 
furt.  nr  contact.  During  the  day,  the  7th  ARVN  Battalion  was  airlifted 
from  BASE  IV  and  Motors  of  responsibility  within  the  perimeter  were 
adjusted.  8/6  Artillery,  which  h*}  been  DC  to  2d  Brigade,  moved  durirg 
the  day  to  the  Artillery  Base  anii  reverted  \o  a  08  mission. '  l/$  Art¬ 
illery  rssslnsd  DS  from  the  Artillery  Base.  At  night.  Battalions  estab¬ 
lished  11  ambush  sitM  without  contact.  At  091200B,  GPLM  6-66  (BDOGNO- 
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HAM)  became  OPCRD  9-66  and  FRAO  0  1,  reflecting  attachment  to  l/2  Ihf 
for  operations  in  MICHELIN  Area,  was  Issued.  < 

10  May  -  A^ter  ambushing  extensively  all  night  without  con¬ 
tact,  2d  Dde  units' Mfracted'thSir  ""bush  sites  at  first  light  and  be¬ 
gan  preparing  for  an  airmobile  move  to  DAU  TIENG  airfield  and  subsequent 
offensive  action  to  SE.  By  100?20H,  Recon  and  B  1/2  Inf,  which  had  con¬ 
tinued  to  patrol  ME  during  the  evening  without  contact,  had  returned  to 
BASE  IV.  With  l/h  Car  securing  the  P7,}  2d  Brigade  units  commenced  move¬ 
ment  to  DAU  TIENG.  Upon  departure  of  the  last  helicopter  from  BASE  IV, 

1/k  Car  returned  to  Division  control*  Upon  arrival  at  DAU  TIENG,  1/2 
Inf  received  a  mission  change  and  reverted  to  OPCON  3rd  Brigade*  By  10- 
093*H,  2/l8  Inf  and  2/l 6  Inf  had  closed  at  DAU  TIENG  airfield  and  had 
moved  SB  in  zones,  conducting  detailed  searches  along  their  routes  into 
RCN  positions.  At  101600H,  l/l8  Inf,  which  had  been  OPCCN  1st  Infantry 
Division,  reverted  to  2d  Brigade  control  and  began  to  move  to  DAU  TIENG 
closing  there  at  101710H.  Upon  arrival,  they  assumed  mission  of  Brigade 
Rapid  Reaction  Force,  vie  DAU  TIENG  airfield. 

11  May  -  Commencing  at  110001H,  2/l6  Inf  moved  from  RCN  position 
and  surrounded  the  village  of  BEN  TRANH.  at  110615R,  Battalion  began 
a  search  of  the  village,  collecting  a  total  of  55  villagers.  After 
screening  the  villagers.  Hi  of  them  were  considered  VC  suspects,  and  javacuated. 

While  searching  the  village  ,  Battalion  drew  several  rounds  of  SA  fire  . ' 
from  a  treeline  to  the  south.  At  llllkOH,  2/l6  attacked  SE  towards  Obj¬ 
ective  BRAVO,  securing  it  at  111610H.  Battalion  established  RCN  position 
and  called  for  resupply.  During  resupply,  Battalion  received  SA  fire 
from  S  &  SE  along  with  approximately  12  rifle  grenades  sustaining  3  WIA. 

Gun  ships  were  dispatohed  and  mortar  fires  placed  on  the  source, of  this 
fire*  Ambushes  were  then  sent  out  by  all  2/16  elements.  While  emplacing 
an  ambush  north  of  THAN  AN,  C  2/l6  engaged  an  unknown  number  of  VC, 
suffering  5  US  WIA.  Eneny  casualties  were  unknown*  In  action  to  the  . 
east  of  2/l6  Inf,  ?/l8  Inf  ambushed  extensively  during  the  uo.ght  of  10- 
ll  May  and  attacked  SE  at  110800H  May  66,  towards  Objective  ALPHA.  Dur¬ 
ing  the  day  they  located  and  destreye  '  !*.125  tons  of  rice  and  an  old 
base  camp.  By  111510H,  they  had  secured  Objective  ALPHA  and  commenced 
active  patrol  activity  in  the  vicinity ,  Throughout  the  day,  l/l8  Inf  re¬ 
mained  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction  Force. 

12  May  -  During  the  night  of  11-12  May,  2d  Brigade  units  es¬ 
tablished  12  ambush  sites.  One  of  th.  se  ambushes  made  VC  contact  on  two 
separate  occasions.  Under  cover  of  darkness,  2/l6  Inf  surrounded  the 
village  of  THANH  AN,  completing  encirclement  at  120555H.  Search  of  the 
village  began  at  firet  light.  At  320620H,  A  2/16  received  SA  fire  south 
of  the  village,  suffering  5  WIA.  Fire  war  returned  with  unknown  results. 

At  120730H,  Bn  received  SA  fire  from  nort  of  the  village.  US  casualties 
from  thia  sniping  were  1  KIA  and '1  WIA.  run  ships  were  sent  out  to  the 
area  but  spasmodiac  sniping  continued  throughout  the  morning  resulting  in 
10  additional  WIA.  The  intensity  of  this  fire  ordinarily  increased  when 
Med  Evac  helicopters  landed  to  extract  wounded  but  by  121200H,  all  cas¬ 
ualties  had  been  extracted.  Within  the  village,  2/l6  Inf  found  a  uniform 
factory  with  100  black  uniforms  tn  varlou  stages  of  assembly,  75  tons 
of  rice,  some  tunnels  and  trench  s,  some  dical  supplies,  and  many  pro- 
VC  signs.  At  121355H,  the  Disc-hot  Advit  ,  District  representatives, 
a  local  Pay  War  Team  and  CA  representatives  of  0-5  departed  by  helicopter 
from  riiANH  AN  where  they  established  a  collection  and  screening  station 
for  "illagers.  After  assisting  In  screening  200-250  villagers,  2/16 
moved  into  *  series  of  ambush  sites  around  the  villager  of  THANH  AN. 

During  the  day,  2/18  Inf  conducted  saturation  patrolling  to  the 
south,  east  and  north  in  tones.  By  120700H,  all  companies  had  established 
patrol  bases  from  which  to  conduct  operations  for  the  day*  Patrols  re¬ 
ported  eaiall  encounters  with  VC  during  the  day,  killing  1  VC  (BC)  and 
wounding  1  (Prob).  At  120900H,  C  2/15  came  upon  a  large  weapon’s  cache 
at  which  fuel,  rice,  bicycle*,  medical  supplies,  miscellaneous  documents 
an 1  two  sampans  were  Also  located*  Later  B  2/lB  Inf  patrol  was  hit  t j 
a  claymore  sat  off  in  a  tree.  Tbs  petrol  suffered  2  05  WIA,  a  third  08 
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WIA  resulted  from  subsequent  sniper  faring.  Throughout  the  day,  l/l8 
Inf  remained  at  DAD  TIENG  as  Brigade  Rapid  Reaction  Force,  on  two  hour 
alert  for  employment  as  Division  Rapid  Reaction  Force  and  at  various 
times  on  alert  to  assist  in  the  evacnriion  of  dcrwred  aircraft, 

13  Way  -  During  tiro  night  of  12-13  Way,  2d  Brigade  units  es¬ 
tablished  ambushes  vicinity  RON  positions.  In  the  morning.  Brigade 
assumed  OPCCN  of  l/28  Inf  and  transported  them  into  positions  vicinity 
Clijective  BRAVO,  airlifted  l/lB  Inf  into  positions  of  2/18  Inf,  and  ex¬ 
tracted  2/l8  Inf  back  to  BEARCAT  base  camp.  During  the  day,  l/5  Arty 
(-)  Base  and  Brigade  CP  also  displaced  to  new.  locations  north  of  THANH 
AN.  At  13U30H,  2/16  Inf  which  had  secured  an  LZ  for  the  arrival  of  l/28 
Inf  continued  their  attack  SE  in  z one.  At  131307H,  lead  elements  suf¬ 
fered  1  WIA  from  a  claymore  and  made  contact  with  an  unknown  number  of 
VC.  At  131720H,  a  small  arms  cache  was  located.  VC  sniper  activities 
hindered  the  Battalions  movement  throughout  the  day.  At  131130H,  l/l8 
Inf  began  attacking  SE  in  zone.  At  1311i3$H,  l/l8  Inf  made  contact  with 
unknown  number  of  VC  suffering  3  WIA  from  claymores  and  sniper  activity. 

An  Air  Force  Evac  helicopter  wan  requester,  but  came  under  heavy  sniper 
fire  as  it  hovered  over  the  pick-up  area  -cu  began  to  lower  a  hoist. 

The  Air  Force  Evac  helicopter  then  aborted  the  evacuation  attempt. 

Wounded  were  then  taken  to  a  distant  clearing  and  evacuated  by  team 
leader  of  UTT  fire  team.  Sniping  activity  directed  against  Battalions 
continued  throughout  the  afternoon.  Throughout  the  day,  l/28  Inf  pat- 
rolle?  extensively  in  THANH  AN  area  without  contact.  At  night,  however, 
their  perimeter  was  probed  by  VC  force  of  undetermined  size  on  two  sep-  • 
arate  occasions*  Results  unknown, 

lli  May  Under  cover  of  darkness,  2/l6  Inf  attacked  SE  to 
surround  the  village  of  BEN  SUC.  While  moving  into  position  to  search 
the  village,  a  man  in  A  2/16  Inf  Command  Group  steped  on  a  mine,  7  WIA 
resulted.  By  l!i0720H,  Battalion  had  surrounded  the  village,  which  was 
protected  by  an  earthen  berm,  barbed  wire  and  a  mine  field.  Periodic 
SA  and  grenade  fire  were  received  from  VC  within.  At  lli0830H,  a  Psy 
War  team  arrived  and  began  broadcasting  for  the  inhabitants  to  evacuate 
the  village.  The  Psy  War  effort  was  successful  and  villagers  evacuated 
BEN  SUC  as  ordered.  At  liilOO^H,  a  village  elder  led  a  patrol  to  the 
entrance  of  a  tunnel  network,  protected  by  a  fortified  bunker.  A  brief 
fire  fight  ensued  in  which  the  patrol  suffered  2  US  WIA.  The  tunnel 
network  was  explored  for  several  hours  without  results.  At  lhl02£H,  the 
sweep  of  the  village  began.  No  arms  or  supply  caches  were  found,  but 
29  emplaced  mines  ware  discovered.  At  liiloOOH,  Battalion  moved  to  RCN 
position.  At  U»0800H,  l/l8  Inf  attacked  tf>  to  surround  village  of  SUOI 
CAT.  Lead  elements  discovered  two  small  base  camps/food  caches  enroute 
and  on  one  occasion  made  fleeting  contact  r'.th  a  small  VC  force.  By 
Uil5l$H,  encirclement  of  village  was  complete,  but  search  revealed  vil¬ 
lage  was  partly  burned  and  sparsely  inhibited.  No  arms  or  supply  caches 
were  found.  During  encirclement,  A  l/lS  killed  1  VC  (Prob).  Battalion 
began  moving  to  RCN  positions  in  late  afternoon,  closing  there  before 
dark.  Enroute,  the  Bntbalion  dir  covered  e  base  oamp  and  made  contaot 
with  three  VC.  While  pursuing  thim,  lead  *<:  ments  were  hit  by  a  clay¬ 
more.  2  US  WIA  resulted.  At  lhlllOH,  A  I  i8  engaged  2  VC,  killing  one 
(Prob).  l/78  Inf  patrolled  vigor lously  around  Objective  BRAVO  during  the 
day  locating  three  extensive  tunnel  networks  and  destroying  15  sampans, 
a  lar  wheat  and  rice  cache  and  considerable  kerosene.  Contact  with  TC 
thro  .  out  the  day  was  fleeting. 

IS  May  -  During  the  evening  of  lii-lS  May,  2d  Brigade  unite 
conducted  local  patrolling  and  established  ambushes  vicinity  Objective* 
BRAVO  and  21.  C  l/E8  »  patrol  suffered  1  KIA  fro*  friendly  artillery 
during  the  night.  Commencing  at  15O0OOR,  3/l8  and  2/16  Inf  ware  ex¬ 
tract-id  from  a  P t  vie  Object* to  21  and  airlifted  to  PSD  LOT.  From  FHJ 
I£Sl  they  moved  by  motor  march  back  to  bane  cmp.  Brigade  Headquarter*  (-) 
wee  airlifted  from  FZ  vie  Objective  BUVO  to  PHD  LOX  and  from  there  aleo 
moved  by  motor  march  beck  to  base  cu*>.  1/S  Arty  (-)  and  l/28  Inf, 
being  let  Brigade  unite,  were  airlifted  directly  to  IBJOC  V3NH.  During 
the  day,  2/]6  mid  l/lfl  Inf  bad  no  VC  c  itact.  However,  3/28  Inf,  which 
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remained  on  Objective  BRAVO  until  almost  *1  "1700H,  encountered  VC  on 
three  separate  occasions,  capturing  1  VC,  tilling  1  VC  (BC)  and  woun¬ 
ded  1  VC  (Prob).  Miscellaneous  supplies  •  :re  also  discovered  by  this 
Battalion  during  the  day.  At  151610H,  the  Battalion  began  airlift  to 
PHUOr  VINH  fcy  TJH-lD,  CH-U7  and  CH-3  aircraft.  Upon  arriving  at  PHOOC 
VINK,  the  Battalion  reverted  to  OPCCN  1st  Brigade. 

8.  (C)  SUPPORTING  FCRCESl 

a.  Artillery:  l/5  Arty,  which  was  in  Direct  Support  of  the 
2d  Brigade  throughout  this  operation,  operated  effectively.  Oh  one 
occasion,  this  battalion  was  reinforced  by  an  8"  Battery  from  8/6  Arty* 

b.  Air  Force:  TAC  Air  was  employed  on  both  preplanned  and 
Immediate  targets.  The  Brigade  ALO  processed  all  air  requests  for  the 
Brigade  and  encountered  no  problems.  The  effects  of  TAC  Air  strikes 
were  hard  to  guage,  however,  as  troops  usually  did  not  enter  all  the 
areas  struck.  Air  Force  rescue  helicopters  with  winches  were  employed 
on  one  occasion  without  success  as  the  helicopter  was  hit  by  SA  fire  as 
he  cams  into  pick-up  a  casualty. 

c.  Any  Aviation:  Cfa  four  separate  occasions.  Battalions 
moved  by  means  of  army  aviation.  Movements  mads  wore  well  coordinated 
and  effectively  executed. 

_ 9,  (C)  RESULTS: 

a.  ‘3W.end3y  Loeeeai  / 

KIA:  3 
■  VIA:  36 


b.  Enemy  Losses: 


KIA*  3  (BC) 

,  KIA:  21  (Prob) 

VIA:  U  (Projt)  - 
VCC:  1 
VCSt  16 
Ralliers :  1 
Weapons:  80 
TNT  Charges:  250 
Miscellaneous  SA  Amo 
Booby  Traps:  h5 
Grenades:  100 

Bicycles:  2$  &  parte  for  making  75-100  more 
Base  Camps:  9 
Huts:  3 

Tunnel  Complexes:  1) 

Several  Tranches,  Bankers  Foxholes 

1  Comma  Center  v/1  radio  set,  1  headset  At  18*  wire 

Rice:  155*975  Tons 

Tobacco:  1.5  Tons 

Salt:  l5i  Tons 

ftanuts:  2001he 

250  Uniform  (Black) 

1  Harness 


1,110  galloos  Fuel 
,  Kerosene:  10  gal 
10  Z  UO  sheets  of  tin 
2U  qta  Duplicating  Ink 
1,055  Flashlight  Batteries 

Miscellaneous  cleaning,  mac  oil  supplies,  eqdpmant  sad 
'  documents.  _ 


CONFIDENTIAL 


v 


1  / 


g  g 

Conf/oent/al 

10.  (C)  AEMINISTOATIVE  MATTERS: 
a.  Personnels 

(l)  Strength  23  April  1966  to  1*  May  1966: 


Unltl 
2/36  Inf 


Rear  Detachments: 
209  to  170 


Combat  Strengths 
r -lor  to  Opn:  After 

b"“w6  EH  7TW 

31  1  809  37  1  866 


-fen: 

EM 


2/18  Inf 

190  to  258 

36 

2 

823 

39 

2 

837 

B  3/7  Arty 

10  to  .  15 

la 

1 

U3li 

hi 

5 

U:3 

| 

(2)  Strength  5  May  1966  to  15  1966s 

Units 

Combat  Strengths 

Rear  Detachments: 

Prioj 

oUc 

to  Opn: 

Br 

After 

7TW 

j  HHC  2d  Bds 

86  to  9U 

25 

h 

130 

28 

6 

131 

\  2/16  Inf 

2i8  to  ?59 

37 

n 

X 

871 

37 

1 

90U 

l  1/18  3hf 

355  to  I19 

37 

883 

37 

2 

9Hh 

}  2/l8  Inf 

236  to  307 

38 

2 

836 

39 

2 

878 

l;  B  l/7  A.'ty 

9  to  10 

\6 

9 

'.5>5 

>7 

0 

197 

b.  Administrative  Plans:  Administrative  plans  awl  procedures 
continue  to  be  adequate* 

o.  logistics:  The  Brigade  Trains  consisted  of  the  Brigade 
S-li  section  (-)  and  attached  Battalion  Trains. 

(1)  Medicals  The  forward  clearing  station  was  operated 
ty  Co  B,  1st  Medio  Battalion  with  attached  elements  of  the  93d  Evacua¬ 
tion  and  3rd  Surgical  Hospital* 

(2)  Maintenances  Contact  teans  of  signal,  automotive, 
armament  and  small  arms,  provided  by  Headquarters  and  Co  A  701st  Main¬ 
tenance  Battalion, we re  adequate* 


adequate. 


(3)  Supply:  Prescribed  loads  carried  vers  considered 


(U)  Transportation  i  Resupply  within  the  Brigade  was 
o  endue  tad  from  the  Division  log  Base  utilising  air  delivery  techniques. 
Items  not  available  from  the  Division  Log  ase  were  delivered  to  the  Log 
from  Bass  Caq>  utilising  CV-2  alroraf  i. 


(5)  Class  nit  All  Class  DTI  retirements  were  fullflllvl 
on  a  2U  hour  basis  by  the  Division  S£T  Battalion* 

11.  (C)  SPECIAL  DQUIPHOtT  AMD  TECHNT  TUBS: 

a*  Battali < —  'raquently  uncovered  siseabls  caches  of  rico 
and  other  foodstuff:  i~.  the  Jungle.  Because  of  the  else  and  location  of 
these  caches,  it  was  after  impossible  to  extract  them  by  bolioopter  ttd 
they  tad  to  be  destroyed  in  plaoa.  Under  these  conditions,  adequate 
destruction  of  rice  end  foodstuffs  wee  usually  time  consuming  and  re¬ 
quired  excessive  amounts,  fif  conventional  explosives  or  special  equipment* 
One  unit  of  this  Birgade  reported  that,  when  time  Is  critical,  detonation 
of  a  claymore  mine  burled  dome  to  the  bottom  of  the  rice  facing  up, 
spread  the  rice  ever  a  sufficiency  wide  tree  that  the  oaoht  was  oopmldesmd 
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b.  Evacuation  of  wounded  jp.-sonnel  continued  to  be  a  pro¬ 
blem.  Cnee  contact  had  been  made  with  the  VC  and  the  first  03  casualty 
taken,  the  ground  commander  was  all  too  frequently  faced  with  the 
choice  of  allowing  the  VC  to  break  contact  so  that  he  could  call  in  a 
med  evac  helicopter,  or  using  litter  teams  to  cany  casualties  forward 
while  attempting  to  maintain  contact*  By  insisting  that  litters  be  carried 
fcy  compaiy  medics,  compary  conmandera  within  this  Brigade  were  able  to 
maintain  contact  with  the  VC  for  longer  periods  of  time  after  they  had 
received  some  casualties*  This  did  not  mean  that  they  delayed  calling 
a  med  evac  helicopter,  rather  it  meant  that  they  continued  moving  while 
waiting  for  the  helicopter  to  arrive  in  the  area* 


12*  (C)  COMMANDERS  ANAfi&IST  Vt  the  statistical  re- 

sulta  of  2d  Brigade  operations  is  not  truly  indicative  of  the  impact  of 
operations  in  the  BIRMINGHAM  AO.  While  the  amount  of  supplies  which 
were  destroyed  by  this  Brigade  is  imposing,  the  operation  was  even  more 
successful  in  light  of  the  following  t 

a*  In  Phase  IU,  the  2d  Brigade  reacted  quickly  to  a  changing 
situation  and  stopped  the  planned  attack  of  three  VC  Regiments  in  an* 
area  NB  of  TAT  NINE. 

b.  In  Phases  IV  and  7,  the  Brigade  deployed  rapidly  to  MU 
THING*  Prom  there  it  moved  southerly  Into  an  area  never  before  searched 
ty  US  forces*  Since  GVN  forces  had  not  been  in  this  area  for  over  a  year, 
2d  Bde  operations* along  the  east  bank  of  the  SAIGON  River  were  able  to 
reestablish  government  oentaot  with  the  village  of  BEN  StJC* 


13.  (C)  CONCTUSIOtS  AND  LESSONS  LEARNED t 
a*  Conclusions t 

(1)  While  relatively  -eeeasful,  search  and  destroy  op¬ 
erations  in  the  BIRMINGHAM  AO  would  have  been  even  more  successful  had 
battalions  been  able  to  return  to  areas  they  had  rapidly  passed  through 
and  conduct  mors  extensive  searches* 

(2)  The  rapid  displacement  of  D8  Artillery  by  helioopter 
to  areas  inaccessabla  by  air  contributed  significally  to  the  2d  Brigade's 
freedom  of  movement. 

b.  Lessons  Leaned » 

r^lV\l\OnAUvlr- 

(1)  Green  troops  have  a  tendency  to  fire  too  soon  when 
observing  a  target.  They  must  bo  indoctrinated  to  let  the  eney  get  In 
close  with  the  idea  of  a  first  round  kill. 

(2)  When  a  break  is  plannr J  during  an  operation,  battalions 
should,  if  feasible,  hare  its  own  mess  hru’s.  Two  per  Battalions  would 

suffice. 

(3}  Che  het,  meal  each  day  would  have  a  tremendous  impact 
on  t;- ;  morals  of  troops  and  provide  a  break  in  the  steady  diet  of  "CM 
ratio,  a, 

(a)  Hot  meals  should  be  planned  prior  to  eaoh 
operation  to  insure  proper  accountability  for  rations  drown* 

(b)  A  minima  of  two  msecs*  should  be  utilised  to 
prepare  the  meal.  Unit  mesa  personnel  should  accompany  the  meal  to  in¬ 
sure  proper  distribution*  Nhs  personal  remain  overnight  and  go  out 
on  the  morning  extraction. 

(a)  The  use  of  p-pir  pistes  sad  plastic  spoons  re¬ 
duces  the  cleaning  reqalra<*&t  in  t be  field  and  at  Trains. 

(ii)  Heavier  Trains  are  required  for  aus coined  operations 
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in  tha  field.  Battalion  S-Mfl  should  be  able  to  draw  from  S&T  in  the 
field  to  replace  lost  and/or  damaged  equipment. '  One  of  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  problems  is  nebd  of  -a  lauftdfy^-f ao ility  to  provide  a  steady  rota¬ 
tion  of  clothes  for  the  units  in  the  field.  Ihis  should  be  located 
within  the  •Resins  area. 

Airmobile  operations  £”e  getting  better  and  better, 
however,  they  still  require  pluming  and  ar  opportunity  for  the  ground 
commander  to  coordinate  with  the  lift  commander  or  a  responsible  repre¬ 
sentative,  sufficiently  in  advance  to  permit  time  for  adjustments  to  be 
made* 

(6)  Aircraft  for  resupply  should  be,  in  so  far  as  possible, 
kept  separate  so  that  units  can  resupply  at  a  tine  most  compatible  with 
each  units  tactical  situation.  Che  aircraft  per  battalion  would  sufice. 

(7)  Too  many  men  evacuated  from  the  field  for  necessary 
but  minor  medical  reasons  were  evacuated  all  the  w sgr  to  the  rear* 

(8)  In  tbs  interest  of  tha  unity  of  effort  and  smooth 
response  to  order,  the  tactical  tailoring  of  units  based  on  habitual 
association  is  extremely  desirable  when  praticable.  — 

(9)  Comprehensive  load  lists  for  all  -types  of  aircraft 
are  mandatory  if  the  battalion  is  reacted  rapidly  and  smoothly  to  an 
order  for  an  airmobile  operation* 

FOR  TOE  COM*  ANDES 1 


DISTRIBCTICW 1 

20  -  03,  1st  Inf  Div 
1  -  CO 

1  -  xo 
1  -  2/16  Inf 
1  -  l/l8  Inf 

1  -  2/18  Inf 
1  -  3/7  Arty 

1  -  l/h  Car 
6  -  S3  Files 


2  Inc Is 

1  -  Phase  m 

2  -  Phase  17  & 


-W-WSTUTR".  ?A«W3S_ 

Major  Inf  j^lfcry 
Adjutant 


Confidential 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PHASE  III  OPN  BIRM 


2 


I 


10-12  MAY 


t 


rt  DL.UK. 


X 


fit 


.-^iuMJiiKrEKs  yj  brigade 
1st  Infantry  Division 
APO  US  Forces  96345 


UVI1WID-C 


SUBJECT j  Confcat  Opera ti cor  After  Action  Report  (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 


15  Juno  1966 


THfiUt  Commanding  General 

1st  Infantry  Lu  vision 
ATTN:  G3 

*PO  US  Forces  96545 


TO*  Conmander 

US  Military  assistance  Command  Vietnam 

aTTN:  J321 

APO  US  Forces  96243 


1,  llthlS  aWO  TTHS  0?  OPERATION:  Operation  BIRXDEHaH  -  Search  and  Destroy* 

.  2.  DATES  OF  OPOsgt^j  240700  apri.1  to  171730  May  1966. 

/  3.  LOCATION  OF  OPEPATIOH:  TaX  dMT  Province  and  UAfi  ZONE  C, 

/  4.  OCMtiWU  HESDJlV-HTFHS;  3d  Brigade,  1st  Infantry  Division. 

5.  UKIT  OOKUllKa: 

Brig  Gen  Jos.  a  HolHngawr.rth,  Task  Perce  Hollingsworth 

Colonel  Vdl..  ^ua  D  Br^dbeck,  CO  3d  Brigade 

Lt  Col  Kyle  Scwie,  00  2/28  Infantry 

Lt  Col  Lee  ..  Henry,  Jr,  00  1/16  Infantry 

Lt  Col  Jack  j  Conn.  00  2/2  Infantry 

Lt  Col  Rid  .rd  Prillaman,  00  l/2  Infantry 

Lb  Col  Her'  or  McChryetoI,  00  2/18  Infantry 

Lt  Col  Retort  Haldane,  00  3/28  Infantry 

Lt  Col  Frcrjk  R  Timms,  OC  2/33  Artillery 

6.  TASK  ORGa  .TAaTIOW  t 

Keadquart  rn  3d  Brigade 
2/28  Infr.  ‘  y 
1/34  Inf* -ary 
3/2  In!a».t:y 

2/7  Infc -^.ry  y 

2/18  Irf-oitry  v 

3/~G  Inf  wiry  ^ 

7.  FEWC.*: 

a.  2/33  <a\-iU«T »  V 

vl)  Steo  of  F.  roei  Four  305am  hawltssr  batteries,  two  l$5m>  ^ 

hndtaer  battorir*  and  Hoadq-i  rtors  Battery  (»)  in  direct  support  of  the  Jd  Brio 
gad*  Task  -co.  one  of  the  1C 5m  batterioe  woe  attached  from  the  iff  Artillery 
throughout  tli«s  opera tim.  anoth-r  battery  was  attached  from  the  1/5  Artillery  fir  *  , 
a  short  period  of  time.  Two  155ms  h*dtief  batterioe  from  the  8/6  Artillery  were  1  j 
ales  in  direct  support  of  the  Brigade  Task  Foret  for  s  short  period  of  time,  ' 

Bsssvwrters  Battery  (-),  oc«  305mm  hmdta  ?  battery,  1  eight  inch  hwdtssr  bmt- 
tesy  sod  oos  175tam  gun  battery  wore  in  support  of  tbs  LaI  US  boos  smp. 


(2)  How  and  When  Deployed  i 
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JjJIBJJGCT:  Conbat  Operations  After  Action  Repor*-  (i-eiCV/R£i/J3/32) 

I  X  (a)  The  2/33  Artillery  ( r-^-ed  by  C130  aircraft  from  Liil  KHB 

to  TaX  fUrJH  3*  Tfae  battalion  (-)  was  moved  from  TaX  HL1I  3  into  the  operational 
area  by  CH47.  One  battery  was  moved  directly  from  LaX  aHE  by  CH47  aircraft  into 
the  operational  area. 

(b)  luring  Operation  EtiCiliftJHAh  the  battalion  tdth  attached  bat* 
teriea  expended  25,721  rounds  of  105m  ara  1,298  rounds  of  155m  on  a  to  cal  of 
3*5 G4  separate  missions. 

(3)  Results  of  Effectiveness:  Throughout  operations  the  fires  of 
the  battalion  were  accurate  and  violent.  *11  missions  were  accomplished  in  a, 
highly  professional  manner.  The  battalion  gained  much  needed  experience  in  air¬ 
mobile  operations  by  displacing  over  200  miles  by  air.  Although  no  large  Viet 1 
Cong  forces  were  encountered  the  battalion  with  attached  batteries  fired  over 
25,000  rounds  on  preparation  fires  for  landing  zones,  preparation  fires  in  support 
of  infantry  plans,  and  known  and  suspected  VC  targets. 

\ 

b.  *ir  Force:  The  sir  Force  flew  497  close  air  sorties  in  support  Of' 
the  3d  Brigade  Task  F<-rce  during  Operation  JlittilEGHAh.  Twenty  sorties  were  flown 
to  prepare  landing  zones.  The  fighter  sorties  were  flown  as  listed  below: 


\ 


24  Apr  1966 

35  sorties 

25  Apr  1966 

21  sorties 

26  Apr  1966 

36  sorties 

27  Apr  1966 

24  sorties 

28  Apr  1?'6 

33  aor.ios 

29  Apr  1966 

31  sorties 

30  *pr  1966 

24  sorties 

1  V. ay  1966 

40  sorties 

2  hay  1966 

26  sorties 

3  hay  i960 

11  sorties 

4  1-iay  196j 

10  a  jrtiee 

5  Hay  1?  '6 

21  sorties 

6  ha/  lr-jo 

9  sorties 

7  May  06 

0  sorties 

8  hay  ,t:66 

42  sorties 

9  hay  J  ,66 

6  sorties 

10  hay  "966 

8  sorties 

11  toy  i960 

21  sorties 

12  hay  1.966 

29  sorties 

13  Ha;-  19o6 

24  sorties 

24  Uo>  i960 

20  sorties 

15  Hr.v  1966 

26  sorties 

./ 


There  were  19  sorties  used  as  immediate  nirstrikes  suppressing  sniper 
fire.  The  remainder  of  the  sorties  were  used  to  destroy  base  camps*  supply  arcao 
sod  to  search  for  possible  VC  locations  and  boss  camp  areas.  There  wore  no  dig* 
nifioant  e^.Ht ‘ or  findings  through  the  sir  support  portion  of  Operation 
Ql&Jiuuk. 

c>  Army  nir  Support:  During  Ope  ration  iilHiliCH/ih  the  3d  Brigade  Aviation 
Section  f jew  a  total  of  515  missions  for  a  total  of  307  hours.  The  section  operated 
forward  Krintenarue  elements  at  the  Brigade  Tr 'ins  location  to  accomplish  daily 
mintenauct.  The  Brigade  Avn  See  scheduled  two  C*!13S  helicopters  daily  in  support* 
Of  the  operation.  On  future  operations  n  rrfn<"*,n  of  one  OH-13  for  each  battalion 
and  qhs  OH- 13  for  Brigade  Headquarters  will  be  required.  The  3d  Brigade  Aviation 
Section  eanrot  support  this  requirement  with  current  resouroes.  Ho  significant  \ 
Operational  problem*  v<re  encountered  fay  the  3d  Brigade  aviation  Section  during  •' 
Operation  UIRhlNOHAh.  175  Avn  Co  in  05  of  3d  Odo  flew  5876  eortise  for  a  total  of 
1123,3  bx  -  which  include -t  9375  poeeen gere  ord  463.1  tons  of  cargo. 


8. 


a.  RstiaoU  of  VC  Strength:  Intelligence  received  on  the  operational 
,  UsB  ZO*  C,  established  It  os  a  major  VC  logistical  base*  training  ores 
sal  safe  haven  for  VC  foreee  utilising  threw  major  ‘nfiltratioo  routes  along  the 
Tlstwismss  fnehrrftlsn  border  ot  1141  BA  WT9478,  10  00  WT9775*  end  XQ ii  QZDA  UT9769* 


Astimtes  of  VC  strength  were  not  given)  b 
the  VC  COO  battalion  (XTC281)  tod  0320  (XX4254) 


,  00  infonutian 
the  only  confirm* d 
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units  in  the  operational  area.  Possible  undt-i  were  two  unidentified'  battalions 
t  (XT2168  aud  172263),  Reported  units  consist-,*U  of  three  unidentified  regiments* 
(XT2869,  AT 1767  and  WT9677),  the  512 til  battalion  (XTQ372),  the  531st  Battalion 
(XT0450)  and  G335  Company  (XT2666), 

Other  units  that  were  reported  as  influencing  the  area  of  operations 
as  operation  BlkwIRGiLiA  progressed  were  C40  Company  (XT1943)*  305th  Regt  (XT.1868)  * 
U763  and  U764  Regiments  (UT9659#  1719359,  ’.-9353  and  17X9756} $,  30th  Regiment,  (XT0;.yQ)# 
70tb  Regiment  (exact  location  unknown;  however*  1  battalion  was  reported  to  be  54 
BlRH  DUORG  province  and  a  second  battalion  from  XT33 39  to  XT 56 35  and  a  third  bat# 
talion  from  XT33S9  to  XT0976),  and  272  Regiment  believed  to  be  in  the  M1CHELIH 
RUBBER  PUiJTrtllOii  area. 


OB  information  indicated  the  largest  concentration  of  VC  installations 
such  as  base  camps*  storage  areas*  medical  facilities*  and  production  areas  ih\ 
the  land  mass  between  the  R^CH  0,1  BhG  river  and  the  R*(JH  BEE  Bit  River  (WI9757#  \ 
XT0557#  WX9771  and  XT0571)*  > 


b.  Source  of  Intelligence  Received  Prior  to  the  Operation:  Head^iartef&y 
1st  Infantry  Division  was  the  primary  source  of  intelligence  information,  prior1  $0  \ 
and  during  the  operation*  OB  information  was  given  in  the  form  of  overlays  and  > 
proved  to  be  a  tremendous  improvement  over  previous  practices  of  producing  detailed 
lists  of  OB  information  which  required  posting  and  evaluation  at  Brigade  level 
prior  to  dissemination  .to  units.  Photo  coverage  prior  to  D-DaX  for  the  raid  0 it, 

CDBVE  headquarters  was  excellent  ‘in  quality  of  photos  and  allowed  sufficient  ii® 
for  units  to  propose  sand  table  plans  fo"  the  eyeowM or.  of  *he  raid. 


c.  Situation  Anticipated  in  Objective  Area:  It  was  generally  felt 
the  same  situation  would  be  encountered  as  has  been  experienced  in  previous  Divi-i 
•  Sion  or  Brigade  size  operations— that  the  VC  would  not  stand  and  fight  duo  to  the 
Sige  of  the  force  deployed*  except  when  tripped  or  to  project  important  ba$e§  <c$ 
installations.  It  was  anticipated  that  the  VC  would  use  mines,  booby  traps  ah$ 
f  snipers  extensively  to  harass  and  delay  the  advance  of  US  troops  to  allow  time 
'  for  evacuation  of  important  installations  and  to  avoid  heavy  engagements* 


d*  Situation  Encountered  During  the  Operation:  There  Was  no  major  tSiSn 
tact  made  by  elements  of  the  3d  Brigade  Task  Force;  however*  Several  instances  Cf 
contact  were  made  by  units  on  discovery  cf  base  carps  and  other  installations  as 
the  personnel  manning  these  installations  Xcvght  roar  guard  and  harracsing  acaiC-'** 
The  most  significant  engagements  were  made  by  the  1/16  Infantry  in  a  base  carp  a.'sa 
yiC  XTO02574  when  they  engaged  a  VC  force  of  13  to  24  VC*  The  VC  in  this  camp 
were  well  trained  and  docioive  in  their  reactions  find  defended  the  camp  and  it* 
contents  stubbornly  until  driven  out,  4  VG  had  been  positioned  and  tied  in  troc* 
near  the  camp  to  provide  security  and  sniper  fire*  The  VC  were  driven  from  the 
Camp  to  provide  security  and  sniper  fire,  Tho  VC  were  driven  from  the  camp  with 
5  VC  KIA  (PC)*  5  VO  KX*  (Est),  8  VC  WIa  (Est)  and  4  US  KL*  and  soven  US  WlA.  Feu* 
i960  model  Ohicom  8am  bolt  action  rifles  were  captured*  a  large  amount  Of  medical 
supplies  and  documents  were  discovered  upon  search  of  the  camp.  The  camp  consist* 
cd  of  a  hea’^ly  trenched  and  tunnelled  system  to  include  fivo  huts.  The  Camp  had 
U0w  been  adequate.1  y  prepared  for  ground  defense  although  the  trenches  and  tunnels 
did  provide  excellent  rover  from  either  artillery  or  airs  trikes,  1  of  tho  VC  KIA 
va-  a  meJa. .  a.  id  from  U,e  unusually  large  amount  of  medicines  found  in  tho  Camp  ft* 
appear  ,  U  9  >een  an  aid  station. 


?/?3  Infantry  made  contact  with  an  estimated  25  VC  in  a  tunnel  and 
t ":-:r  r?.  ?8;,624  ;V.  LUc  \uc  afternoon  of  24  «%p*il  1966,  In  engaging  this  VC 

force  they  discovered  an  amainition  storage  area.  However*  it  was  late  in  th^ 
day  and  the  storage  complex  woo  not  fully  exploited  at  that  time.  The  following 
day  2/18  In_,  itxy  in  making  further  search  of  the  area  encountered  several  booby  \ 
traps  that  h:  a  not  been  there  earlier,  This  action  of  the  VC  gives  an  indication^ 
of  the  relative  security  enjoyed  by  the  VC  in  Usd  Z04B  C  as  in  most  boss  carp  Cd»\ 
plexus  discovered  by  US  troops  primary  fbrti.fl cations  were  for  the  protection  froa  \ 
airs  trikes  and  not  firm  the  advanos  of  ground  troops*  On  tbs  whole  less  booby  trap 
devices  were  encountered  than  had  been  anticipated* 


In  the  vicinity  o 1 230264  there  oars  indication*  of  t  major  VC  trains 
|AI  ares  as  evidenced  by  the  anber  of  wooden  aimlators  of  CSIOOH  potato  mated 
grenades  sod  elmlAted  bunhsr  potltlcv  _ - _ _  ■ 


At  an  IZ  and  later  at  3d  Brigade  CP  (XT0278)  an  extensive  bunko?  nftt 
(  Li  trench  system  was  found  by  2/2  Infantry  from  vie  XTG20731  to  XTQ27BSO  along  til® 

/'  1  wood  line*  Although  this  trench  and  bunker  system  did  not  show  signs  of  recent 

use  and  had  probably  been  built  for  resistance  to  French  paradrop  techniques*  • 

It  could  have  been  fail/  successful  in  resisting  US  heliborne  operations  had 
it  been  properly  manned  and  had  the  VC  chosen  to  fight  in  that  particular  area* 

In  the  populated  areas  southeast  of  TaX  NINH  City  local  operation? 
gave  evidence  of  VC  control  of  the  local  population# 

Rosters  of  persons  inhabiting  the  area  were  found  as  well  as  extent 
sive  amounts  of  propaganda  material.  It  appeared  that  no  large  VC  units  were  jit 
the  area*  but  that  village  and  hamlet  governments  were  pro-VC#  V 

*  •  \ 

1  The  OB  information  provided  by  G2  1st  Infantry  Division  proved  t® 

quite  reliable  information*  Specific  locations  of  case  camps  and  other  install 
lations  were  not  always  correct,  but  in  areas  where  03  information  held  numeVoUt 
installations  this  always  proved  to  be  true,  ^ 

e#  Terrain  features.  Obstacles  and  Weather:  Terrain  in  the  area  waff 
flat  land  with  gentle  slopes,  with  the  exception  of  1JUI  Da  Ddtl  Mountain  (XT2 
Most  elevations  were  less  than  50  meters,  wo  operations  were  carried  on  in  the 
vicinity  of  NUI  Ha  DiSN  Mountain  so  it  was  not  a  'oinaerance  but  rather  an  aid  iii\ 
air  -nd  land  navigation  as  a  very  distinctive  terrain  feature, 

Dense  Jungl®  area  inters neraed  with  rice  paddies,  stream  areas* 
an<}  some  Jungle  clearing®  which  provided  helicopter  landing  zones  was  the  typd  of 
terrain  encountered  in  the  area  north  of  'lOt  M1NH  City. 

/  S 

(  Terrain  in  tl\o  area  southeast  of  Tax  NLH  City  was  flat  paddy  area\ 

except  for  rubber  plantation  and  •  o  •* 'iulor  > :  patches  of  jungle.  \ 

f  \ 

/  /  Natural  obstacles  in  the  area  i/ero  the  RaCK  CaI  BkCH  and  RaCH  R5N  DA 

S  River®  which  were  too  deep  in  mo3t  places  to  be  forded.  VC  field  foitJLficatlOS® 

!  were  primarily  trenches  and  protective  shelter  from  aircraft  raids*  \  \ 

Weather  during  the  early  part  of  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  was  hot* 


op«n»  t ions 


9*  MIHbJuW:  From  1st  Infantry  Division  CHORD  8-66  (Operation  BIRMINGHAM) 
(U)#  dated  1,2000  April  1966: 

1st  Infantry  Division  in* conjunction  with  aRTN  III  Corps  conduct®  opcKus 
Cion®  deep  into  WAR  ZONE  C  to  locate  and  destroy  VC  forces  and  base  camp®  during 
th®  period  24  April  to  ?  May  1966# 

a#  tuagade: 

(X)  *tta<?Hd:  2/lB  Inf  ?3  Apr  66* 

fd>  j.  airmoolle  company  Ut>  effective  23  Apr  06. 

,  Conduct  initial  aimed  hie  accaul.t  into  AO  FORD  from  Lei  6K3 
on  24  Apr  '  .Lh  1  Infantry  battalion  and  1  artillery  battery. 

vO  Deploy  Ddo  (•)  to  T..X  NJi.-.  “  .  "Ir^rcft  on  24  Apr  66| 
intr^iuoe  .  ..■  force.*  into  ao  FUAu, 

v, '  Dcnduct  soarch  ard  destroy  op* rations  in  aO  FORD, 
io)  On  order  conduct  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  OIDSHODUB 


Be  prepared  to  release  1  1  nfarl  ;y  battalion  au  Division  res  cm 


004  PUH0U7H. 

Oft  1  hour  e# 

Hove  1  rifle  company  from  battalion  remaining  at  LaX  KHS  lot  ({® 
defense  of  HK::  101  on  23  opr  66*  On  arrival  this  company  attached  to  Uv  Arty  fa? 
|b®  defense  cf’PHU  101. 

a#  Coordinating  Xnetmctiom: 

(1)  Submit  'aircraft  requirement#  to  this  headquarters  ASAP* 

(2)  Authority  grouted  to  Brigade  Oommtop  to  employ  RCA  in  aeoafdfcBOi 
oith  eadaUng  directive#* 


4 


O)  rueponsibit  for  pvovjUjing  artillery  advisories  to 

Artsy  aircraft, 

(A)  A  quartering  p,.rt/  will  be  mwud  to  TaX  i«IhH  3  airfield  oa 
24  April  to  receive  the  road  movement  elements  from  base  coops. 

10.  CONCEPT  OF  0P-'<.u/ri0rib :  From  3d  brigade  GPORD  8-66  (Operation  BlKklUdH/Ji) 


3.  EJuSCUTIOd: 

a.  Concept  of  Operation:  3d  Brigade  TF  moves  by  ground  and  air'to 
aO  FORD  on  23  Apr  66  and  2A  Apr  66  to  conduct  S&D  operations  against  VC  forces  ' 
and  installations .  TF  VaNGUaIU)  prepositions  at  DaU  TIBHG  on  23  April  1966  and  \  x 
is  attached  to  3d  Brigade  upon  arrival,  TF  DEVIL  conducts  an  airmobile  assault  '•  \ 
vie  BaDE  1  to  establish  Brigade  base  followed  by  an  airmobile  assault  by  2/ 18  Inf  ' 
to  secure  BaDE  3.  Bde  (-)  moves  by  C130  to  TaX  iJlffil  3j  transloaus  to  UH1D  and  CH»\ 

47  helicopters  for  movement  of  i/l6  Inf  to  il.DE  3  and  2/33  arty  (-)  and  Bdo  CP  to  \ 
BubiS  1.  B  Btry  1/7  Arty  moves  by  CH47  from  UaU  T.TENG  to  IL.8E  1.  1/16  Inf  and  '  \ 
2/18  Inf  on  order  conduct  coordinated  8&D  in  AO  MERCURX  and  LIUCOLN.  2/Z  Inf  'coa** 
ducts  independent  company  size  operations  in  AO  CChET  and  FaLCON.  /dr  Force  only 

for  preparation  of  LZ’s  vie  luiSE  1  and  Dj&E  3*  Thereafter  16  battalion  supports 
from  BaSE  1,  GS  from  HiSE  2.  CaS  preplanned  and  on  call. 

b,  TF  DEVIL: 

(1)  Ko lease  B  Btry  2/33  arty  upon  arrival  of'  command  group  Z/3$ 

Art  y  uite  B.LE  1, 

(2)  On  o.t*dv.r  be  prepared  to  revert  to.  Division  Reserve  within 


I  hour* 


Brigade  Trains. 


1/16  Inf:  S&D  in  aQ  MERCURX  on  order. 

TF  VaNGIaM): 

(1)  Secure  BiiSE  3  for  landing  of  1/16  Inf. 

(2)  .  txsdJ  in  .iO  LINCOLii  or.  order. 

(3J  B  Btry  1/7  arty  detached  upon  departure  from  DAU  TIENG. 

2/28  Inf j 

(1)  Conduct  operations  along  Hwy  13  on  23  Apr  66  for  passage  of 


(2)  LaI  KHE  base  camp  security  force, 

X.  2/3.3  nrty:  D6. 

g.  D  Dtry  1/7  arty:  .  x 

(1)  hove  from  DaU  TIEa'G  to  Il-iS£  1  by  CR47  on  24  Apr  66,  ' 

(2 '  Upon  arrival  in  Ba.SE  1  attached  to  2/3 3  Arty# 

h.  1  Co  1st  Engr  Bn:  Provide  engineer  demo  teams  to  each  infantry 
battalion  less  LaI  KHE  t-  .oe  camp  security  force. 

i.  Due  Trains:  ^ 

( i)  Hove  by  motor  march  to  PHU  LOI  on  B-l  to  arrive  NLT  1330  hr#. 


minimum  of 
mortars. 


(2)  Attached  DLv  Arty  on  arrival  for  motor  march  to  AO, 
j.  Coordinating  Instructions: 

(1)  The  2/2  Inf  and  l/l6  Inf  vdll  leave  behind  at  Lai  KHti  a 
one  81”un  mortar  and  crew  per  company  and  o  laininum  of  two  4,2  inch 


(2)  Departing  units  submit  their  stny-bahind  foxhole  strength 

to  Dr u3  Zjx 20b  Apr  66. 

(3)  All  peiso.uiel  will  carry  protective  mask. 

’4)  When  VC  contact  id  made,  all  efforts  will  be  made  to  fix 

■'nd  •  ostr  ^  )*>•:  enH"iy  force, 

f 5  I)-0,tT  is  24  April  io ‘>ty, 

(6)  Infantry  battalions  when  under  Division  control  will  sub* 
ait  written  daily  sit  ropo  to  arrive  at  Division  IDT  2400  hours  each  day, 

(7)  Rice  caches  will  be  destroyed  on  approval  this  headquarters, 

u.  ; 

l  ■  TL  3d  Brigade  Task  Force  initiated  Operation  HIBMIWGHaK  at  240700  April  s 

1966  with  the  1/16  Infantry,  2/2  Infantry,  2/18  Infantry  and  2/53  Artillery,  The  N 
3d  Brigade  was  airlifted  by  C230  aircraft  froa  1*1  4HE  to  a  staging  area  vie  Tat 
NIMH.  The  2/18  Infantry  ms  airlifted  into  a  staging  area  vie  1AJU  TIKcD  on  23  April 
1966.  v  V 


I VI 


/ 


/ 

/ 


/ 


2^  1 3  lnfr  ; y j*/  c->nciuct^o  a  jioiihtrnc  ’ -  ul  i*.  »a  >.  i ^  ■  1  , y -  a- x*  ^.^c-rc—  this 

c roa  fcr  r.hu  landing  vi  the  1/16  Infantry  tin,*  -rigauu  CP.  Tr.o  1/16  -jifantry 
i,;cvea  by  air  into  12  vie  X'iC4j.r'93*  The  2/33  ..rtilleiy  ixvui  3.  battery  by  CH47  to 
Ii.SE  aHEa  1  vie  XTlGObOO,  1  attache*  batter/  from  the  1/7  Artillery  moved  into 
HtSE  jiKiitA  3  at  XT830570.  The  remaining  •.  lemei; is  moved  by  G-30  to  the  Division  log 
Base  vie  TaI  rilWli  3  (XT16C;]0). 

On  25  april  at  0800  hrs  B  2/2  infantry  anfl  C  2/2  Infantry  comuctod  S&B 
from  their  RON  position  to  XTG8C5S5  and  X 1078600,  a  2/2  Infant  zy,  battalion 
and  13  Battery  2/33  Artillery  remained  vie  XT  132604.  At  231230  April  A  2/2  Infantry 
began  movement  by  UHlD  to  vie  Brigade  CP.  At  231325  a  2/2  Infantry  closed  vie 
Brigade  CP  ana  assured  security  of  the  Brigade  CP.  At  approximately  251245  April 
the  2/2  Infantry  began  to  i&D  to  the  west  vie  XT055595  arriving  Brigade  CP  loca¬ 
tion  at  25154 3  with  negative  contact.  The  1/16  Infantry  dispatched  3  platoon  site 
patrols  at  250700  April  to  the  following  locations  i  a  1/16  Inf  at  XT02Q583*  B  ^ 
1/16  Inf  at  XT042595  and  C  1/16  Inf  at  X702J3563.  At  250835  April  J  1/16  Infantry  . 
patrol  made  contact  with  2  VC  vi  c  XT050590.  In  the  fire  fight  1  VC  was  VIA  and 
hi, a  weapon  captured,  at  .1025  hrs  13  and  C  1/36  Infantry  began  to  8&D  to  the  north 
to  vie  XT042595  and  then  west.  A  l/l6  Infantry  regained  in  vie  of  HON  position 
providing  security  for  the  Brigade  CP.  At  1325  hrs  a  1/16  Infantry  was  relieved 
of  the  mission  of  Brigade  security  and  moved  out  to  follow  1/16  Infantry  (-).  At 
0900  hrs  2/18  Infantry  began  to  b&D  to  the  following  locations:  A  2/13  Infantry 
a?:~;60C,  13  2/18  Infantry  X] 903618,  C  2/38  Infantry  XT9986 12-  battalion  CP  moved 
with  ...  2/18  Infantry.  There  was  negative  contact.  At  1930  hrs  a  2/18  Infantry, 
euffered  I  KIA  from  sniper  fire  vie  XTOQ2627. 

On  26  April  the  2/2  Infantry  conducted  local  patrols  vie  Brigade  CP. \ 

At  261017  April  C  2/2  Infantry  patrol  found  1  ton  of  rice  v.ic  XT045.559  and  l/2  ton 
of  rice  vie  XT100829.  A  2/2  Infantry  /■'+rcl  destroy rd  a  runnel  vie  XTQ43517  at  \ 
1123  hrs.  a  2/2  Infantry  found  2t 20v  ,;w*nde  of  rice,  numerous  picks  and  some  fisn 
vie  XT043592.  At  1800  Krc  C  2/2  infantry  found  and  e vacated  1  ton  of  rice  vie 
XT012572.  At  1835  hrs  0  2/2  Infantry  linked  up  with  l/lb  Infantry  and  closed  into 
vicinity  Brigade  CP.  ,.t  1955  hrs  a  2/2  Infantry  fired  on  approximately  10  VC  vie 
XT028585  with  negativ:  results  The  1/16  Infantry  conducted  SdB  operations  to  the 
west  at  260940  April..  A  1/16  Infantry  found  an  old  base  camp  vie  XT001590.  This 
camp  contained  several  foxholes,  2  huts,  1>0  pounds  3alt  and  30  pounds  rico.  •  The 
salt,  rico  and  huts  vore  destroyed,  as  l/l6  Infantry  continued  their  HD  opera¬ 
tions  B  Company  found  a  way -station  vie  WT988599  which  coulu  a  r. conodata  100  person® 
and  contained  a  kitchen,  several  huts  and  several  bunkers  whi-.i  were  destroyed. 
Indications  were  that  this  camp  had  boon  recently  used.  At  1230  hr3  D  Company  1/lb 
Infantry  found  3,00*3  pounds  rice  and  50  pounds  salt  vie  WT981595  which  was  des¬ 
troyed  in  plico.  1300  hrs  C  l/lb  Infantry  male  contact  wish  an  estimated  6  VC 
vie  XT003524  and  began  to  pursue.  As  the  pursuit  continued,  C  Company  ran  ante  a 
VC  base  cam-  vie  XT003574  which  was  defended  by  on  estimated  20  VC*  a  violent 
fire  fight  uovalopod  and  C  1/lb  Infantry  maneuvered  against  the  VC  force.  Realis¬ 
ing  that  thi-y  were  outnumbered  the  VC  withdrew  to  the  southeast.  Artillery  fire  \ 
and  airstriJ  t"<  very  called  in  behind  the  VC.  Contact  was  broken  at  1430  hr3,  C  \ 

' /}  '>  I- far-  a  I  '  -  .d  7  ’.Til  and  4  XU.  The  VC  suffered  5  KIa  (BC),  5  KLi  (Pcd)  * 
also  4  weapons  were  captured.  This  base  camp  contained  a  tronc., 

1 : „j  bo  wers,  a  blackboard,  medical  supplies  and  documents  were 
bone  camp.  The  camp  was  destroyed  and  the  supplies  and  docu- 
acuateu.  at  19C9  hrs  1/.18  Infantry  closed  into  their  RON  positions 
19  :V8,  2  at  XT019572  and  C  —xl  Headquarters  at  XT015575.  At  260810 
>  tr;  u  -  tr  began  to  S«D  to  tho  west.  At  0950  hrs  C  2/3.6  Infantry 
ir,  from  vie  lfrd<^63.9,  ?irw  was  rnturre-J  with  »nkncwr  '-suits.  At 

_ _  _  .  .  '/  Infa,itry  became  engaged  with  an  estimated  7  VC  and  at  1145  hrs 

2/IB  Infant:/  was  ordered  to  move  B  2/18  Infantry  closer  to  C  2/18  Infantry,  The 
2/18  Infant1')  was  later  inac-ucted  to  move  west  and  soarch  the  cast  bank  of  the 
river  tho  -  iy.  While  searching  this  area  B  2/18  Infantry  received  SA  and  K79  * 

fire  fro'*  caao  camp  vie  1/T99-522,  At  1213  hrs  C  Company  suffered  1  WIA  and 
2  KIa  from  -r  fire  vie  WT993638,  The  VC  that  were  engaged  with  13  ZflB  Infantry 
broke  contact  at  1307  hrs.  At  tills  time  elements  of  B  2/18  Infantry  commenced 
to  search  the  base  camp  vie  XJ996622.  The  camp  contained  1  hunter  and  4  huts* 

2  2/18  Infantry  suffered  1  UiA  fron  M79  grenade  du.lng  the  search  of  the  camp 
complex.  The  eatinsted  VC  fores  in  the  camp  Wien  B  2/18  Infatitry  arrived  was  20, 
This  action  resulted  in  1  VC  KIA  (DC)  and  an  estimated  3  VC  KIa  and  3  VC  VIA,  At 
2330  hrs  U  2/13  Infantry  found  an  elaborate  base  oaap  vie  VI 990622.  This  camp  ml® 
oapabls  of  aoconodatlng  300  persons  and  contained  s  hi  cycle  repair  shop,  medical 


and  7  WIa  (Pos). 
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Combat  0perGtiuii3  nfter  i.ctiou  ?.<--porl  (hACV/p'ij  '.13  '32) 


June  1966 


faci  Title  ,  ??:/  cage,  p'-Utical  iiiuo  \Lr.u-.  l-  fac  1‘  *7  arc  2  btn-J of  documents!  *  * 

/it  1433  hr.3  A  2/18  Infantry  destroys*:  '  <0n  of  rico  vU  W?98S6il  At  1447  hr»  .  * 

C  Company  destroyed  2$  tons  cf  rl*.e  *3  m’V-vj1Ss  a  l  1627  hrs  2/18  Ir  font  ry  made 
contact  with  an  ectinateu  25  '/C  who  were  the  trees  and  on  the  ground.  The  area 
was  a  small  tunnel  system  and  rice  cache  '  *.0  ’.>T93C.6?4-  The  VC  fled  to  the  south 
and  ran  into  5  2/18  Infantry  which  was  blocking  vi  wT?8r524,  as  a  result  of  thi9 
action  a  2/18  Infantry  killed  1  VC  by  boy  count  and  suffer,  oil  1  klA  and  5  WIa# 

While  in  their  blocking  position  :>  2/18  Infantry  dis covered  a  VC  ammunition  area 
which  contained  one  250  lb  both,  sixt-er.ix  6 Cum  mortar  rounds  arid  a  quantity  of 
small  arms  ammunition.  at  1805  hrs  elements  of  2/18  Infantry  were  still  in  con*  ' 

tact  with  the  VC,  At  2030  hrs  casualties  of  2/18  IrfunMy  were  evacuated  and  at 
2100  hours  all  of  2/18  Infantry  was  in  RON  position  with  a  and  D  at  1/T9S262I*  ,0  , 

at  'VT998613  and  headquarters  at  11001625,  .In  audition  to  the  ground  action,  i  "  >\ 
numerous  airs  trikes  were  called  in  uuring  the  day  and  exton.ive  use  was  made  of  ‘  (j 
artillery  support  available,  * 

On  2?  April  at  0900  hrs  the  Brigade  CP  and  2/33  Artillery  (**)  began  N  \ 
movement  to  vie  XT023645  by  CH47„  At  1020  hrs  a  Ciu+7  was  hit  by  s riper  fire  vifi  \ 

XTQ357  wounding  one  of  the  pilots.  The  2/2  Infantry  >77708  April  began  to  Sll) >.  ' 
to  the  south  of  their  R0H  positions  along  the  river,  a':  OdlO  hrs  3  2/2  Infantry1  \  # 

found  1,600  lbs  of  rice  vie  XT045565  which  was  evacuated*  At  0918  hrs  12/2  Inf 
went  to  X 1044594  where  they  found  a  rt.ee  cache  on  2b  April.  Dnd  discovered  that  tho  >J 

ri"  h.?d  been  removed  during  the  night,  id  Cy30  }.n?  b  infantry  received  SA  *  ’  ; 

fire  !:'■■■<  '•  rnipers  vie  XT043510,  d  ?./?  Irfartry  ;oofc  tu .c  •xndoi'  fire  with  nega*  : 

tivo  r  vulm,  0  Company  returned  to  i‘v  Row  posit  <  an  at  1200  bra  with  no  furthejf  * 

contact.  At  1600  hw?  2/?  Tr  far.it;  Ivg.r  ;■«>•  a\.(,  by  li  e;  00  «xc  XfQ23643  and  ^ 
Closed  this  area  at  1720  hrs.  Upon  closure  2/2  Infantry  moved  to  tneir  RON 
position  vie  XT055645  anu  dosed  that  area  at  1800  hru  2?  April,  At  0800  hrs  a 
patrol  from  C  1/1$  Infantry  found  a  base  cr.np  vis  XT0"‘55?3  which  contained  8  hutd'"  *  i 
ana  a  trench  system,  3  ffi'n  were  seen  ?eav  :  ig  the  :r-:pu  Thvy  were  taken  under  • 

fire  with  negative  restiVs.  At  MOO  hre  I rfant  7  .moved  by  UH1U  from  their* 

RON  position  to  vie  XT02S45  ana  clocod  at  .1.130  hr»r.  a*  1530  hra  I  nan  from  C  l/$$  v' 
Infantiy  w-'.a  wounded  by  -niper  fire  via  Xr3C3o46,  1/16  Inf  ax  1  try  remained  Vic  cf 
t*:o  Brigade  CP  during  lae  night  of  27-28  April  1966,  At  2?C710  April  2/1%  -Infer.-*;’# 
b  -gan  to  5&D*  A  2/ IS  Infantry  coved  to  WT9-v'.?-0  ana  began  to  S&J  to  thy  south 
along  the  river,  C  2/\8  Infantry  moved  to  h’T9?f600  and  Vvyu  to  S4b  north  along 
the  river,  13  2/18  Inc  mtry  rotu.iv.Hd  to  the  aniuoaitior  a<-..ae  vie  •, ,19^5625  ar*  dc  “•*' 
troyed  the  an.’urd.tion  ivhich  they  had  discovered  in  a  previous  search  of  that  area,* 

:.t  0900  hrs  lacy  rcci-r.ved  2  WlA.  from  aripers  while  roa.r**hing  the  area.  At 
hrs  Headquarters  2/18  Infantry  discovered  battalia  v  .se  uu.v  vie  i/T9914l?*\  ♦ 

9*.**  carp  Ao^r.i  .*1  ■'  sIuosruoES  (I0o-.;vu  pentt xe  each),  50  a  supply  point  4^ 

that  contain*.’ 1  uniforms,  kitdtens,  20  tone  of  rice.  2.5  hoga,  25  di.ickens,  3  bicya 
elec  and  one  t,eadl?--pcwurod  sewing  machine,  a11  xvur 0  destroyed  except  the  uni-  \ 

forms  uduicli  wore  evcc'jated.  Document  a  containing  181  rnnes  indicated  tliat  the  VC  v 
13/ th  Cor.pajq  was  oc  rubying  the  carp,  /.long  the  length  of  tfie  river  that  the  2/1 3  N 

Jr.fantiy  searclxod  many  complexes  voro  found.  The  following  items  wore  found  along 
t!.o  rivers  200  huts,  56  tons  rico,  45  gallons  of  syrup,  40  gallons  of  rich  sauce | 

«**>  25- 50  Hr  ru^al  ng^na,  1  rice  hunker,  .1  gasoline  g«-jcrator,  a  2HP  engine,  4 
bicycles,  2  ox  carts,  various  types  of  livestock  and  asserted  tea,  ceffea,  salt 
r„„  -^.k,  •  vi  .vyei.  I11  thu  .Iclnlty  MT9926S?  13  2/LS  Infantry  found  \ 

n  r  wnu.’  .-r,.,factu»  i.  y  complax  a:xd  1  US  MlAl  carbino.  There  wore  appro::!-  \ 

h’.c-4r  !!•  o.  itmt  type;  of  armunJ’xion  in  thl?  conplcic.  In  the  v?.cinity  of  WI99C** 

(\?  )  ■  ■  v  «<  ■  /'V.8  Infantry  found  2  bicycles^  rumor ou:.  docustatr.  arid  1  tape 

’3  ..  .  >  aV.700  April  all  2/' 8  Jrfar.t>y  unUu  cloevd  th-ir  RON  positions' 

’.,*.99l;  1  addition  to  ground  a*:lton  the  v*"  Fo^-.n  o*oV  ?<  •<' rites  in  clcs".  \ 

. . 1  pport  t  3d  ..rigaue  if.  They  also  Q«t. troyed  a  POL  dump  at  WT986630  sod 

a  fib  and  as:  1  tion  storage  area  at  XT075543. 


. ;  pport  t 

a  yjg  and  as 


0;  r  •  "t  J  at  C7Q5  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  began  54J)  operations  froo  its 
RON  pcelti  .  cast  t*  the  ibtCH  uEU  DA  River  vie  XTOS0645*  Upon  reaching 
the  river  *  *  -145  hrs  the  2/2  Inian’. try  began  to  SdD  north  ana  couth  along  the 
Vest  bank  be  tv.  ten  the  83  and  68  Sr*  grid  3Ji  *«.  The  2/2  Infantry  had  negative  \  \ 
Contact  and  at  1515  hrs  began  to  nove  to  ITC.V3645  Wiere  at  1837  hrs  tt«y  linked  ( 

Op  with  l/l£>  Infantry,  They  nnalned  in  this  position  fer  the  night.  The  2/16 
Infantry  recoined  in  reserve  during  the  norning  cf  26  April  and  secured  the  artl^e  1 
2»xjy  bass  and  Brigade  CP*  Upon  t:>e  arrival  of  the  2/J8  Infantry  at  1145  hrs  tbs  \ 
2/16  Infantry  began  to  8&D  to  the  ror>dioe<.?t  in  the  area  XT0385  with  negative  \  ^ 
fyiy  ffxntaqt.  At  Hr*  in ^ j— - *** 


At  0830  hrs  2/18  Infantry  began  to  SfidD  to  thy  east  from  their  PjOdI  poritlon  WT 991- 
640.  The  2/18  Infantry  moved  on  2  axes..  At  >930  hrs  they  found  a  la-ge  base  ;amp 
where,  upon  enterix*-,  they  olxcnred  3  VC  irrrJng  away.  Lead  elements  of  2/15  Infww. 
try  took  them  under  fire.  One  VC  was  estimated  to  be  WIa  ano  one  shotgun  was  ^ap» 
taxed.  The  base  camp  contained  the  follov.'lng  Items.  Several  Chi  con  claymore  nines} 
several  booby  trapped  (Chicon  grenades;  numerous  axes,  picks  and  shoveal;  sleeping 
quarters  for  men  and  Women;  an  8  bed  hospital;  a  ping-pong  table;  several  gallons 
of  whiskey;  cooking  area  for  50  persons;  a  wooden  cabinet;  2200  lbs  rice;  eating 
titensils;  75  Ba3Q  batteries;  10  huts  and  numerous  foxholes  and  trenches.  i^i!  Items 
Were  destroyed*  The  2/18  Infantry  then  continued  to  S&D  to  the  east  and  closed 
Vic  13de  cp  at  1145  hrs  and  became  Division  rapid  reaction  force* 


•  On  29  April  the  Brigade  CP  and  the  2/33  Artillery  («)  began  movement  by 
CH47  to  12  CHORD  vio  XT0278*  At  U05  hrs  the  Bde  CP  began  operating  from  vie  1Z 
CHOrth ,  At  1415  hrs  the  2/33  Artillery  <-)  closed  into  U  CHCRD*  At  290755  April 
2/2  Infantry  moved  from  its  RON  position  to  vie  the  Brigade  CP  where  they  were  pick* 
ed  tip  by  UHlD  at  0933  hrs  and  moved  to  LZ  CHORD  where  they  took  over  security  of\tbn 
Artillery  base  and  Brigade  CP*  Locations  of  the  2/2  Infantry  patrols  for  the  nigWh  > 
of  29-30  April  were  XT032777  and  XTO2577I,  The  2/2  Infantry  (-)  remained  in  the  \ 
vie  of  the  Brigade  CP*  At  29065c  April  the  1/ 16  Infantry  moved  from  its  RON  post* 
tion  to  vie  the  Brigade  CP  where  they  were  lifted  by  UHlD  and  conducted  an  airmobile 
assault  into  12  CHORD  at  0905  hrs  after  an  air  and  artillery  preparation.  At  0915 
hrs  the  1/1 6  Infantry  received  SA  fire  from  the  south  end  of  LZ  CHORD  vi;  XT025?85* 
Fire  was  returned  with  negative  results.  At  1015  hrs  the  1/16  Infantry  received 
Sa  fire  from  vie  XT025780  resulting  in  2  WIa#  At  1104  hrs  the  VlS  Irf ant ry  de¬ 
parted  1Z  CHORD  and  bagaf"  t:  to  *he  nor^he't  j  the  /o-d.  1224  hrs  the 

1/26  Infantry  arrived  at  its  RCN  position  vio  XTQ49793  and  sent  out  three  patrols 
to  the  following  areas  s  *  Company  patrol  to  XT040800*  B  Company  patrol  to  XT057- 
779  and  C  Company  patrol  to  XI062802*  At  1515  hrs  C  l/L6  Infantry  received  5  to  6 
SA  rounds  and  1  rifle  grenade  from  vio  1X053796  resulting  in  1  WIA.  a  11  1/16  Inf 
patrols  returned  to  vie  of  battalion  CP  ty  1745  hrs  with  no  further  contest, 
location  of  1/16  Infmtry  for  the  night  of  29-30  April  v..»  XT049743.  The  2/18  Inf 
Secured  12  RED  for  the  extraction  of  the  1st  and  31  Brigades.  At  1200  hrs  they  re¬ 
ceived  sniper  rounds  vio  LZ  AFD  resulting  .in  1  WIa  who  later  died  of  wounds.  The 
2/13  Infantry  received  sporadic  sniper  fire  throughout  the  day  from  snipers  around 
1Z  HUD,  At  1645  hrs  .the  2/18  Infantry  began  movement  from  12  BED  to  aO  mercury  by 
UHlD.  Upon  arrival  in  AO  MERCURY  the  2/18  Jafmtry  cams  under  the  operational  con¬ 
trol  of  the  1st  Brigade* 


On  30  April  1966  at  O8C6  hr#  t'  Uemphp?  Xnfhotry  began  to  Sid)  to  the 

north  vie  XT016810*  At  0810  hr#  B  2/2  Inf ■>»**•  began  to  Sid)  to  the  northeast  vio 

XTO3I8QO,  at  0833  hrs  B  2/2  Xnifc.nl ry  rece  ived  5 A  firs  while  moving  out  vio  XT027- 
,  709  There  were  negative  US  Casualties*  at  0720  hrS  A  2/2  Infantry  received  -ni~ 

,  per  fire  via  XT027789  And  heavier  fire  wan  received  fraa  8  VC  at  0925  hrs.  a  2/2 
Znfanfcry  took  them  under  firs  aijfc  placed  artillery  and  mortar  fire  ahead  of  them 
as  they  moved  forward*  At  0941  hrs  3  2/2  Infantry  moved  into  position  vie  XT032- 
798  in  order  to  be  able  to  move  to  assist  A  2/2  Infantry*  A  2/2  Infantry  had  en¬ 
countered  a  trench  and  bunker  system  tunning  east  and  west  vio  XT022797  which  was 
defended  by  on  unknown  Jauuber  of  VC*  .At,  1000  hrd  A  2/2  Infant ej  suffered  2  Kin  and 
fi  WIa  while  assaulting  these  bunkers*  Kkt  1104  hrs  a  2/2  Infantry  r*ffered  3  more 
VIA  while  sweeping  through  the  bunker  complex i  ’A  2/2  Infantry  continued  ite  sweep 
to  the  north  vio  XT028798.  At  1500  hrs  a  2/2  Infantry  returned  to  the  bunker  coxa- 
ip.ex  and  destroyed  it*  At  1618  hrs  B  2/2  Infantry  closed  vie  Brigade  CP  and  at  1642 
hrs  a  2/2  Infantry  closed*  The  2/2  Infirntry  remained  vie  Brigade  CP  for  the  night* 
/At  300715  April  B  146* Infantry  received  several  rounds  of  S*  fire  vio  XT048785  re«U 
ing  in  2  WIa*  2  VC  ran  to  the  southwest  and  were  takne  under  fire  with  unknown 
results.  At  0840  hrs  th%  3/16  Infantry  began  to  S&D  with.  C  1/16  Infantry  headed 
^toward  XT07C792  and  2/L6  Infantry  (-)  heading  toward  ITO6I769.  At  0950  hre  1/16 
/Infantry  was  ordered  to  more  bade  to  its  SOM  position  vio  XT 047794.  At  1030  hr* 

A 1/16  Infmtry  received  Several  rounds  of  sniper  fire  vie  XTO53796  with  negative 
/  results.  At  U45  hP8  the  1/lb  Infuxtzy  moved  txo 0  its  BON  position  to  vie  Brigade 
'  CP  where  it  dosed  At  1300  hr-  and  occupied  a  portion  of  the  perimeter  In  conjunct* 

'  tion  with  the  St/2  Znfmtzy*  At  H/i 0  hrs  tbs  1/16  Jjstutxj  woe  placed  on  1  hour 
alert  as  rapid  reaction  force  to  be  Knitted  to  the  area  of  the  1st  Brigade  If 
needed*  Tbs  battalion  remained  vicinity  3d  Brigade  CP  Ibr  the  night*  At  1750  tun 
resupply  heliooptefi  received  treaty  fie  fire  turn  vie  ZTQ32783*  Helicopter  gun 
teems,  slretvdfcen  sod  artillery  asm  called  la»  Ss real  VC  were  flushed  into  the 
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Infantry  cent  a  patrol  from  B  Company  to  check  the  ar£a  at  thi3  tin®,  D  Company 
killed  2  VC  in  khaki  uniforms  and  Captured  1  Carbine  rifle  and  1  VJJ*  riflo. 


On  1  Kay  I966  at  0950  hrs  the  2/33  Artillery  (-)  and  the  3d  Brigade  CP 
began  to  mve  by  CH47  from  PZ  JUiElHG  vie  XT0273  to  a?£a  WILLOW  J?J3  vie  XT3247*  At 
H42  hrs  tho  3d  Brigade  forward  CP  began  operations  from  WILLOW  FilX*  During  the 
clay  tho  2/2  Infantry  secured  PZ  LaI’SIHQ  for  the  ertrastion  of  1/15  Infantry,  2/3J  ' 
artillery  (*•)  and  3d  Brigade  CP*  The  2/15  Infantry  tu countered  scattered  sniper* 
fire  around  the  PZ  throughout  the  day,  at  102 >  hrs  fcoliconteri  received  SA  fire 
$ Pom  vie  XT050792*  At  2350  hra  the  Z/Z  Infantry  received  3  to  4  rounds  of  S*.  Bird 
from  vie  XT022785  resulting  in  1  US  WIA,  fire  was  relumed  with  unknown  results* 

At  1322  hrs  the  Z/Z  Infantry  engaged  a  h riper  vie  XT02278?  and  killed  1  VC  (BC) 
end  captured  1  sub-nachinogun.  At  1500  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  killed  1  sore  snipe? 
vie  XT 0187  £2  and  captured  his  weapon*  At  1530  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  began  movement 
from  PZ  lAiCIWU  to  WLuO'J  HIM  by  UH1D  and  occupied  the  western  edge  of  the  Brigade 
y  perimeter.  At  0917  hrs  the  1/16  Infantry  begad  reverent  by  UH1D  from  FZ  LaHLIHQ 
*  €0  WILLOW  HUH,  Upon  reaching  WILLOW  PADJ  the  l/la  Infantry  ewopt  the  area  and  put 

1  company  in  each  battalion  area  around  the  perimeter.  At  2300  hrs  the  recon  pla* 
toon  1/16  Infantry  picked  up  3  VCS  vie  XT32G450,  Those  suspects  were  evacuated  \ 
to  TrtX  NldH,  The  2/16  Infantry  occupied  the  southern  and  southeastern  portion  of  \ 
tho  Brigade  perimeter*  The  1/2.6  Infantry  CP  was  located  at  XT312453*  At  1304  h»  ^ 
the  1/2  Infantry  closed  into  WILLOW  HIM  from  AO  MLKCURI  and  upon  closing  became 
attached  to  the  3d  Brigade u  The  1/2  Infantry  occupied  the  northern  and  northeastern 
portions  of  the  Brigade  perimeter.  Their  battalion  CP  was  located  at  XT318472 


On  2  hay  at  0630  hrs  the  Be  con  Platoon  of  tho  l/Z  Infantry  moved  to  ee» 
Core  a  landing  zone  vie  XT375505  for  the  arrival  of  1st  Brigade  elements.  The  aTCA 
vaa  secured  by  0655  hrs.  The  Hocon  Platoon  1/2  Infantry  closed  back  into  their 
battalion  perimeter  at  0845  hrs*  The  2/2  Infantry  conducted  ambush  patrols  during 
the  night  of  2  •  3  May,  The  battalion  C?  remained  in  the  sane  location,  2/2  Inf 
Conducted  care  ana  maintenance  of  personnel  and  equipment  and  Conducted  ambush 
petrols  during  the  night  of  2  ~  3  May,  The  2/2  Infantry  CP  remained  in  the  same 
location*  The  1/16  Infantry  Conducted  3  patrol*  during  the  day  to  vie  XT252450* 
IT308440  and  XT330450,  At  1350  hrs  C  1/16  Infant ly  (•*)  Conducted  care  and  mainto* 
banco  of  personnel  and  equipment  and  Conducted  ambush  patrols  during  the  night  of 
8  •  3  May*  Tho  battalion  CP  remained  in  the  came  location* 


/ 


on  3  May  at  0?00  hrs  A  Tfoop  1/4  Cavalry  secured  tho  road  fron  vie  3d 
Brigade  CP  to  Vic  XT3357*  At  O?C0  hr  i  tho  1/16  Infantry  ben  an  movement  by  truck- . 
from  vie  their  HOW  position  (XT317';62)  to  tho  airstrip  at  SUQI  Ba  (XT3357),  at 
C600  hrs  the  1st  v  laments  of  Zj 23  Infantry  arrived  at  SUIO  Ba  by  CV2  aircraft  fmja 


tfoOO  hrs  the  1st  elements  of  2/23  Infantry  arrived  at  SUIO  Ba  by  CV2  aircraft  fFop 
lAl  KHB  and^the  3.  16  Infantry  departed  by  the  same  C/2  for  IaI  KHZ  to  assume  the 
ftdasion  of  IaI  Khi  base  camp  security,  2/23  Infantry  upon  arrival  moved  to  the 
sroa  of  tho  3d  Brigade  CP  by  truck.  The  1/16  Infantry  Roeon  platoon  was  moved 
from  LaI  AHE  to  PhU  L01  by  CV2  and  attached  to  Bivisicn  Artillery  at  1622  hrs* 
Rocon  Platoon  2/z 8  Infantry  was  moved  to  tho  operational  area*  The  1/16  Infantry 
tlosed  LaI  KHB  at  1620  hrs.  The  2/23  Infantry  closed  the  operational  area  at 
1£47  hoars*  The  l/Z  Infantry  conducted  care  :  nd  maintenance  of  personnel  and 
equipment*  At  2000  hrs  the  1/2  Infantry  co-ed  to  OBJ  31  (via  XX4Q44)* 


On  4  May  at  0320  hrs  the  village  at  OBJ  31  was  surrounded  by  the  1/2  Inf 
with  a  1/..  Inftntry  on  the  vest*  B  1/2  Infantry  on  the  south  and  southeast  and  Q 
1/2  InfVilry  on  the  north  and  northeast.  At  0555  hrs  the  1/2  Infantry  was  fired 
on  by  2  VC  vie  XT405440.  Fire  was  returned  and  1  VC  KlA  (DC)  was  found  and  2  \ 

rifles  \-cr-  captured  (later*  an  airborne  FaC  spatted  a  second  VC  body  lying  near  \ 
this  area) .  At  0620  hra  a  1/2  Infantry  engaged  a  cumber  of  VC  to  the  south  of  \ 
tho  village  vie  XT4Q8438  and  killed  2  *x>ro  VC  and  Captured  2  sore  shoulder  weapons*  ^ 
At  0700  hrs  a  Psy/Ops  helicopter  containing  GVN  officials  to  include  the  district 
Chief  cd  Jo  an  announcement  which  instructed  the  members  of  the  village  to  assem¬ 
ble  in  the  market  place*  at  0825  hrs  the  GVN  officials*  members  of  the  Civil  N 
Affairs  teams*  G5  representatives  and  MBDCAP  teoss  entered  the  village  to  talk 
idth  the  occupants*  2  VCS  vers  picked  up  and  evacuated  from  tho  Tillage*  A 
total  of  fl  people  vers  found  in  the  village*  At  1020  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  began 
to  move  bade  to  their  battalion  BOH  position  and  closed  that  position  at  1420  hrs* 
it  040655  Iby  the  2/i  Infantry  began  to  move  (torn  its  RDM  position  1X3315477)  and  , 
sundneted  S&O  operation*  to  the  southeast*  At  0835  hrs  the  sP.  iLtantry  was  \ 
located  in  the  vio  cf  X1335433*  At  approximately  1000  hrs  7/2  Infantry  found  4  \  I 
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Infantry  cent  a  patrol  from  D  Company  to  check  the  ariSa  a*-  t'd3  tiane*  D  Company  - 
killed  2  VC  in  khaki  uniforms  and  Captured  1  carbine  rifle  and  1  M24  rifle* 

On  1  toy  I966  at  0950  hra  thg  2/33  ji'.'Lallery  (-)  and  the  3d  brigade  CP 
began  to  u.ve  by  CH47  from  ?Z  lAiBliKJ  vie  XT0.373  to  WILLOW  SU:i  vie  XT3247*  At 
J142  hra  the  3d  brigade  forward  CP  be^an  operations  from  WILLOW  F2JH*  During  the 
day  the  2/2  Infantry  secured  PZ  LaKSII-XJ  ft?  the  c:-;.  rani  ion  of  1/1$  Infantry,  2/33 ' 
artillery  (-)  and  3d  brigade  CP*  The  2/1$  l.'."~r.lry'c ..-couriered  scattered  sniper 
fire  around  the  PZ  throughout  the  cayf  at  1C35  hra  helicopter.*  received  SA  fir  a 
from  vie  XT030792*  At  1350  hra  the  2/2  Infantry  received  3  to  4  rounds  of  Sa  fird 
from  vie  XT022765  resulting  in  1  US  iEA#  lira  was  returned  with  unknown  result!* 
at  1322  hra  the  Z/2  Infantry  engaged  a  nr  1  per  vie  XT'bIJS?  and  killed  1  VC  (BC) 
hnd  captured  1  Sub-machinegun,  At  1500  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  killou  1  more  snipe? 
vie  XT01S722  and  captured  his  weapon*  at  153 0  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  began  movement 
from  PZ  LhvQItiG  to  1/luOU  HIM  by  UH10  and  occupied  tho  western  edge  of  tho  Brigade 
perimeter*  At  0917  hrs  the  1/16  Infantry  began  novorent  by  UHlD  from  PZ  L/U'fcinO 
to  VttxJUOW  HUH,  Upon  reaching  WILLOW  HUH  the  1/1$  Infantry  swept  the  area  and  put 
1  company  in  each  battalion  area  around  the  perimeter*  At  2300  hr3  the  recon  pla<* 
toon  1/16  Infantry  picked  up  3  VCS  vie  XT320450*  These  suspects  were  evacuated  X 
to  XnX  HIHH,  The  3/16  Infantry  occupied  tho  southern  and  southeastern  portion  of  \ 
the  Brigade  perimeter*  The  .1/0.6  Infantry  CP  was  located  at  XTpH*/**  At  13 04  hi®  v 
the  1/2  Infantry  closed  into  WILLOW  HUH  from  AO  toHCURf  and  upon  closing  became 
attached  to  the  3d  Brigade u  The  1/2  Infantry  occupiod  the  northern  and  northea3tcftt  * 
portions  of  the  Brigade  perimeter.  Their  battalion  CP  was  located  at  XT318472 

On  2  toy  at  0630  hrs  the  He  con  Platoon  cf  tho  1 fZ  Infantry  moved  to  so* 

Cure  a  landing  zone  vie  XT375505  for  the  arrival  of  1st  Brigade  elements.  The  are* 
was  secured  by  0655  hrs*  The  Recon  Platoon  1/2"  Infantry  closed  back  into  their 
battalion  perimeter  at  0845  hrs*  The  1/2  Infantry  conducted  ambush  patrols  during 
the  night  of  2  •  3  May.  The  battalion  CP  remained  in  the  same  location*  2/2  Inf 
Conducted  care  ana  maintenance  of  personnel  and  equipment  and  Conducted  ambush 

Strols  during  the  night  of  2  -  3  toy*  The  2/2  Infantry  C?  remained  in  the  same 
cation*  The  1/16  Infantry  conducted  $  patrol*  during  tho  day  to  vie  XT292450* 
XT308440  and  XT330450,  At  1350  hra  C  3/16  Infanfy  {•*)  Conducted  care  and  oainte# 
fiance  of  personnel  and  equipment  and  Conducted  OEbinh  patrols  during  the  night  of 
2  •  3  toy*  The  battalion  CP  remained  in  the  cane  location* 

on  3  toy  at  0700  hrs  A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  seared  tho  toad  from  vie  3d 
Brigade  CP  to  Vic  X?3357*  At  0?CO  hr*  tho  1/16  Infantry  began  nevewont  by  truck  . 
from  vio  their  BOW  position  (XT3l7'/2)  to  tho  airstrip  at  SUOI  Ba  (XT3357)  •  at 
£600  hrs  the  1st  elements  of  2/23  Infantry  craved  at  SUIO  Pa  by  CV2  aircraft  fToje 
JAI  KHS  and  the  3  16  Infantry  departed  by  the  same  C!2  for  J>1  KHS  to  assume  the 
Udasion  of  LaI  KHi  base  camp  Security#  2/ 23  Infantry  upon  arrival  moved  to  the 
nroa  of  tho  3d  Brigade  CP  by  truck#  The  3/16  Infantry  Rofion  Platoon  was  moved 
£rom  Lai  *HS  to  1«U  IOI  by  CV2  and  attached  to  Division  AxtiUery  at  1612  his# 
jioeon  Platoon  2/28  Infantry  vaa  moved  to  tho  operational  aroa*  Tho  1/16  Infantry 
(Closed  Lai  KHE  at  1610  hrs.  The  2/23  Infantry  eloeed  the  operational  aroa  at 
3.C47  hours*  The  l/'  Infantry  conducted  care  and  mcintenanco  of  personnel  and 
equipment#  At  2000  bra  the  2/2  Infantry  moved  to  OBJ  31  (vio  1X40*4)* 

On  4  May  at  0310  hra  the  village  at  OBJ  31  was  surrounded  by  the  1/2  Inf 
vdth  a  2,3.  Inftntxy  on  the  west,  B  2/2  Infantry  on  the  south  and  southeast  and  Q 
3/2  Infantry  on  the  north  and  northeast*  At  0555  hrs  the  1/2  Infantry  **  J 
•'-n  b;  2  VC  vie  XI405440#  Fire  was  returned  and  1  VC  Elk  (BC)  was  fcAUxi  and  2 
rifles  wer-'  captured  (Inter*  an  airborne  FaC  spotted  a  second  VC  body  lying  near 
this  area).  At  0620  hrs  a  2/2  Infontxy  engaged  a  number  cf  VC  to  the  south  of 
the  village  vio  XT408438  am  killed  2  more  VC  and  captured  2  more  shoulder  weapons* 

At  0700  hra  a  Psy/Ops  helicopter  containing  GVN  official*  to  include  the  district 
Chief  made  an  announcement  which  instructed  the  members  of  the  village  to  asset?* 
bis  in  the  market  place*  at  0815  hrs  the  GVH  officials*  members  of  the  Civil  '' 
affairs  teams*  G5  representatives  and  MED  CAP  teams  entered  the  village  to  talk 
With  the  occupants*  2  VCS  were  picked  up  am  evacuated  from  the  villager,  A 

of  fl  people  were  found  in  the  village*  At  1020  hra  the  2/2  Infantry  began 
to  move  bade  to  tbair battalion  BOM  position  and  eloeed  that  position  at  3420  hrs* 

At  040655  toy  the  2/2  Infantry  began  to  mew  tram  it*  WB  petition  (XT315477)  and 

monfreted  SID  operatLone  to  the  Southeast*  At  0835  hre  the  2/2  Infantry  ms  \ 

-  -  H—  it* lw  1000  bye  ta md  A  \ 
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were  picked  up  and  evacuated  at  1300  hrs.  The  2/2  Infantry  found  3  motor  bikes 
and  several  bicycles  ali.ng  with  some  documents  vie  XT330410.  At  1600  hrs  the  2/2 
.  '  Infantry  began  to  search  a  reported  VC  secret  zone  vie  XT345408  with  negative  re- 
. ,  -  suits.  At  1645  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  found  6  tons  <f  fertilizer  in  sacks  vie  XT346- 
1 408.  The  fertilizer  was  destroyed.  The  2/2  Infantry  closed  its  RON  position  at 

1800  hrs.  a  anu  C  Company  were  located  at  XT352402.  B  Company  was  located  at  •  _ 
XT372396 .  At  040628  May  A  2/28  Infantry  began  moving  from  its  RON  position  (XT32Q* 

470)  to  vie  XT342446  to  secure  an  area  for  B  Battery  l/7  Artillery.  At  0815  hrs 
the  area  was  secured  and  B  Battery  moved  into  that  location  in  order  to  support 
1/2  Infantry  and  2/2  Infantry.  The  battery  was  in  position  to  fire  at  0850  hrs, 
a  2/28  Infantry  and  B  Battery  1/7  Artillery  remained  in  this  position  throughout 
the  night  to  provide  support  to  the  2/2  Infantry.  The  2/28  Infantry  (-)  remained 
vie  3d  Brigade  CP  as  security  for  the  Brigade  CP  and  artillery  base  and  as  Brigade 
Reserve,  • 

%  j 

On  5  May  at  0845  hrs  the  2/33  Artillery  (-)  moved  from  vie  Brigade  CP  too 
vie  XT332373  over  Route  22  to  be  in  position  to  support  the  2/2  Infantry  and  th^ 

2/28  Infantry.  A  Battery  2/33  Artillery  was  released  from  Division  control  and  \ 
Joined  with  the  2/33  Artillery  (-) .  The  2/33  Artillery  (-)  closed  into  vie  XT332-  \ 

323  and  was  ready  to  fire  at  1100  hrs.  Upon  closure  of  2/33  Artillery  (-),  U  Btryx  \ 
1/7  artillery  moved  from  vie  XT340445  and  closed  vie  3d  Brigade  CP  at  1158  hrs.  \ 

The  1/2  Infantry  remained  vie  Bde  CP  acting  as  Brigade  reserve  and  security  force 
and  conducting  local  patrolling  vie  Brigade  CP.  1  company  of  l/2  Infantry  was  on 
30  minute  alert  for  possible  commitment  to  assist  the  2/28  Infantry.  The  battalion 
CP  remained  in  the  same  location.  The  2/2  Infantry  continued  to  conduct  saturation 
patrolling  vie  OBJ  31*  All  vr-’*?  -or. timed  to  Sul)  from  RON  positions.  At 

0930  hrs  B  2/2  Infantry  destroyed  500  pounds  of  rice  vie  XT377384.  At  1055  hrs 
elements  of  the  2/2  Infantry  received  light  sniper  lire  vie  XT355382.  They  pursded 
with  negative  results.  At  1200  hrs  the  2/33  Artillery  (-)  received  light  sniper  '• 
fire  vie  XT332375.  1  element  of  C  2/2  Infantry  moved  to  that  location  to  check  . N 
/  it  with  negative  contact.  All  elements  of  the  2/2  Infantry  closed  into  RON  post-  " . 

J  tions  at  1715  with  no  further  contact.  The  location  of  the  2/2  Infantry  for  the 
'  night  of  5  -6  May  was  XT353402.  At  1117  hrs  the  2/28  Infantry  began  an  airmobile 
/  assault  from  vie  Brigado  CP  with  B  2/28  Infantry  assaulting  a  landing  zone  vie  XT28G» 
300.  At  1129  hrs  the  landing  zone  was  assaulted  with  negative  contact.  A  2/28 
/  Infantry  then  conducted  an  airmobile  assault  from  their  RON  position  (XT340446)  » 

into  LZ  vie  XT298317  at  1144  hrs  with  negative  results.  Upon  landing,  elements  of 
the  2/28  Infantry  began  to  ShD  to  the  southeast  toward  a  blocking  position  estab-  ;, 
Ushed  by  aKVN  RFPF  Forces  vie  XT293271  and  XT310288.  After  initial  landings,  : . 
numerous  personnel  were  seen  moving  out  of  the  area  to  the  south  toward  the  ARVN 
positions.  At  1250  hours  the  aRVW  forces  picked  up  a  VC  who  stated  that  there  wa* 
a  VC  company  dug  in  from  XT301287  to  XT506292,  Air  and  artillery  were  called  in 
on  these  locations  with  unknown  results.  At  1450  hrs  the  2/28  Infantry  reported 
seeing  50  VC  in  the  open  vie  XT292292,  An  attempt  was  made  to  take  them  under 
fire,  but  due  to  a  sudden  cloud  burst  this  became  impossible.  Air  and  artillery 
were  called  in  on  this  location  with  unknown  results.  The  2/28  Infantry  continued 
its  search  to  the  s out* least.  At  1541  hrs  A  2/28  Infantry  destroyed  15  tens  of  riqe 
Vic  XT305290,  At  1700  hrs  all  elements  of  the  2/28  Infantry  had  completed  their  . 
sveep  and  at  I73I  hrs  began  extracting  from  a  PZ  vie  XT300283.  The  2/28  Infantry  » 

(.,)  moved  to  vie  3d  Brigade  CP  cloeing  at  1815  hrs.  A  2/28  Infantry  was  moved  to 
vl?  2/33  A ‘tiller/  (-}  vie  XT332373.  During  the  day  3  VCS  were  picked  up  by 
General  Do  ?uy  and  General  Hollingsworth. 

'  On  6  May  the  l/2  Infantry  ;~avided  security  for  the  3d  Brigade  CP  and  N 
acted  as  Brigade  reserve.  The  1/2  Infantry  conducted  local,  patrols  v.lc  3d  Drl-  \ 
gade  CP.  Atbl?00  hie  1/2  Infantry  tame  under  operational  control  of  the  2d  Bri-  Xvy 
gadA.  At  0300  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  moved  from  vie  its  RON  position  to  surround  X 
the  village  vie  XT328405.  At  0615  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  moved  into  the  village 
and  at  0623  hrs  B  2/2  Infantry  spotted  12  personnel,  7  with  weapons,  who  upon 

Joeing  the  Uo  troops  began  to  flee  and  were  taken  under  fire.  This  action  result- 
d  in  1  v:  KIA  (DC),  1  wounded  VC  and  1  captured  VC.  A  thorough  search  of  the 
/'  village  resulted  in  3  more  VC  captured.  Several  documents  were  taken  from  the  VC 
and  evacuated.  Upon  completion  of  the  search  the  2/2  Infantry  conducted  SicD, 
operations  to  the  north  to  vie  the  3d  Brigade  CP.  At  1230  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry 
dosed  vie  the  Brigade  CP  with  no  further  contact;  The  unit  remained  in  the  vis 
XX3i2460  for  the  night  of  6  -  7  May  1966.  A  2/2&  Infantry  conducted  an  airmobile 
assault  into  a  landing  tone  vie  XT277331*  On  the  initial  landing  C  2/28  Infantry 
motived  several  email  arm  rounds  free  north  of  the  river  vie  XTifeSSJlu  Airing 
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stop  this  movement  1  platoon  of  C  2/28  Infan".  ry  was  landed  v:i  XT?57309  tc  estab¬ 
lish  a  blocking  position.  This  platoon  appi  eroded  about  yo  persons  who  were 
die  eked  by  the  Brigade  IP!/  team  and  turned  over  to  AHVN.  Ho  known  VC  were  found 
at  this  tiwe.  C  2/28  Infantry  (-)  and  the  Reccn  Platoon  conducted  S&D  operations 
to  the  southwest  toward  the  ARVN  blocking  position  at  XT265316,  No  contact  was 
made  during  this  sweep.  After  the  movement  of  C  2/28  Infancy  was  completed  the 
helicopters  airlifted  a  2/28  Infantry  (- )  from  vie  2/33  Artillery  (-)  and  brought 
them  to  vie  3d  Brigade  CP  to  standby  as  a  rapid  reaction  force  for  C  5/28  Infantry* 
at  1 255  hrs  C  2/28  Infantry  and  the  Re  son  Platoon  2/28  Infantry  were  extracted 
from  vie  XT265320  and  closed  3d  Brigade  CP  at  1320  hrs.  Upon  extraction  of  C 
2/28  Infantry  the  2/33  Artillery  (-)  began  movement  by  road  from  vie  their  RON 
position  (XT332373)  south  to  Route  22  and  then  to  vicinity  the  3d  Brigade  CP.  At  * 
1400  hrs  a  wrecker  from  Headquarters  Battery  2/33  Artillery  struck  a  mine  vie  XT 
320360  damaging  the  truck  with  no  casualties  to  personnel*  ■  The  2/33  Artillery 
closed  vie  3d  Brigade  CP  late  on  she  evening  of  6  May  1966*  At  1700  hrs  the  l/28 
Infantry  and  the  2/18  Infantry  c'.ne  under  the  operational  control  of  the  3d  Bri¬ 
gade.  The  Brigade  CP  remained  \n  the  same  location.  > 

On  7  May  all  units  of  the  3d  Brigade  conducted  care  and  maintenance  of 
personnel  and  equipment  and  prepared  for  an  operation  to  destroy  the  00SVN  Head* 
quarters  (Task  Force  HOLLINCX WORTH),  At  0900  hrs  the  2/23  Infantry  made  adjust** 
ments  in  the  perimeter  because  of  the  departure  of  the  i/2  Infantry.  The  2/2 
Infantry  moved  to  provide  ee  mrj.ty  for  helicopter*  paired  ov.  LZ  a’JISON  (XT305- 
460)  for  the  night  of  7  -  8  May,:  The  2/I8  Infaatry  and  th»  i/28  Infantry  remained 
in  position.  All  units  conducted  er.terr've  patrolling  pwriaeters  with 

negative  contact.'  The  3d  Irdgr/o  '*?  !n  tiv>  same  *0  ci-ion. 


On  8  May  at  0808  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  wa3  airlifted  from  PZ  aLLYSON  v 
(XT308460)  and  made  an  airmobile  assault  on  LZ  ST  LO  (XT27C970)  at  0827  hrs.  There 
Was  negative  contact  on  this  IZ.  At  0850  hrs  elements  of  the  2/33  Artillery  land*\ 
ed  at  ST  If),  a  2/33  Artillery  closed  into  ST  10  at  091?  hrs  and  began  registering^. 

B  Battery  1/7  Artillery  then  began  to  land  at  ST  LO,  At  0915  hrs  a  patrol  from  \ 
2/2  Infhntry  spotted  two  groups  of  VC  vie  XT2639o8,  The  VC  were  taken  under  fire 
but  fled  to  the  west.  At  1000  hrs  the  weather  began  to  get  worse  and  cloud  cover 
and  rain  developed.  At  1035  hrs  Brig  Gon  Hollingsworth  called  a  hold  to  the  air¬ 
lift  because  of  the  weather.  At  this  time  approximately  3/4  -3  of  B  Battery  l/7 
Artillery  had  been  airlifted  into  LZ  ST  LO.  At  1140  hrs  too  -  weather  was  still  bad 
and  the  decision  was  made  to  call  off  the  rest  of  the  lifts  and  extract  those  * 

forces  on  LZ  ST  LO  as  the  weather  cleared.  At  1300  hrs  2  men  from  2/2  Infantry 
were  killed  from  short  81mm  mortar  rounds  fired  by  2/2  Infantry  around  LZ  ST.LOw 
At  1300  hrs  extraction  of  the  2/33  Artillery  (-)  started.  The  2/33  Artillery  (-) 
was  returned  back  to  the  vie  of  the  Brigade  CP  and  clcsed  at,  .1446  hrs.  Upon  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  extraction  of  the  2/33  Artillery  (-)  the  2/2  Infantry  was  ex¬ 
tracted  by  ’JH1D  at  1523  hrs  and  closed  vio  PZ  ALLISON  at  1605  hrs.  The  2/LS  Inf 
was  placed  under  the  operational  oontrol  o.  the  2d  Brigade  at  1400  hrs.  The  2/^ ' 
Infantry  and  2/28  Infantry  were  on  standby  to  lift  into  IZ  VERDUN 
until  this  operation  was  cancelled.  At  this  time  the  1/28  Infantry  was  placed  on* 
alert  tc  assist  2/2  Infantry  if  needed.  The  l/78  Infantry  was  token  off  alert  upoh^ 
the  extraction  of  the  2/2  Infantry.  The  location  of  units  for  3-9  Hay  remained 
the  same.  The  3d  Brlgude  reverted  to  command  of  Colonel  Brodbeck  upon  the  return  \ 
of  the  univA  to  BZ  ALLISON.  • 


On  9  May  at  1440  hrs  the  1st  olrnonts  of  the  2/2  Irf-rivy  vai-e  lifted 
by  UHli)  from  vie  thoir  RON  position:  to  OBJ  33  (vio  XT583JOO).  2/?  Infantry  \ 
closed  this  position  at  1638  hrs.  At  1710  hrs  the  2/,.  Infantry  wa3  placed  on  1  \ 

hour  alert  for  possible  acttuLuuent  vx*  Ikbis,  8  vaXj8o 5) .  At  i835  hi  the  2/2  Inf  \ 

was  taken  off  this  alert.  The  RON  positions  for  the  2/2  Infantry  for  the  night  . 

of  9  -  10  May  were  vio  XT586499.  At  0?00  hrs  A  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  war  attached  \ 

to  1/23  Infantry  onu  was  given  the  mission  of  semiring  an  "rgireer  wt  k  party  while 


they  repaired  the  road  from  vis  XT371423  to  XT430450.  At  103?  hro  1/.  3  Infantry 
Conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  an  LZ  vie  XT4445  with  negative  contact.  Upon 
landing,  the  1/28  Infantry  conducted  saturation  patrolling  in  the  BEN  CUI  RUBBER 
PLaNTauCN  to  vio  OBJ  71  (X74545).  At  1300  bro  A  1/28  Infantry  received  sniper 
fi^e  from  vio  XT443449*  At  1320  hrs  A  l/2d  Infantry  had  1  ana  wounded  from  thoir 
am  mortar  fire.  At  3323  hro  A  1/28  Infantry  found  a  trench  about  75  asters  long 
Vie  XX456450.  Artillery  woo  called  on  this  location  with  unknown  results.  At 
3530  hrs  3/20  Infantry  picked  up  1  VCS  vio  XX45IA57.  After  - - 
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house  at  XT451452.  A  wire  ran  into  the  he  use  but  no  radio  equipment  was  found. 

At  1550  hrs  23  1/28  Infantry  destroyed  a  booby  trap  vie  X 1452447  and  at  1623  hrs 
A  1/2B  Infantry  received  sniper  fire  fro m  XT44O44O.  Artillery  fire  was  placed 
on  this  location  with  unknown  results*  At  1800  hrs  all  units  of  l/28  Infantry 
had  closed  their  H0i4  positions  *  locations  for  the  night  of  9  -  10  May  were  A  , 

l/28  Infantry  XT453454;  i3  I /28  Infantry  and  battalion  CP  XT44345?J  C  3/28  Infant*/  / 
XT447470.  Troop  A  1/4  Cavalry  RON  position  was  XT40G437.  At  1145  his  2/28  Inf  r 

Conducted  an  airmobile  assault  into  0I3J  33.  2/28  Infantry  closed  OBJ  33  at  123>  / 
hrs  with  negative  contact*  Upon  closing  the  2/28  Infantry  conducted  patrols  a  round 
OlisI  33  and  at  1530  hrs  elements  of  2/28  Infantry  captured  1  VC8  vie  XT592499,  The 
2/28  Infantry  remained  vie  the  3d  Brigade  CP  for  the  night  of  9  *  la  May  (  XT585499)* 


/ 


/ 


( 


On  10  May  at  1200  hrs  1/2  Infantry  came  under  the  operational  control  \ 
of  the  3d  Brigade  (upon  closure  into  DAU  TUNG) ,  At  0943  hrs  the  3/2  Infantry 
(-)  conducted  local  patrolling  vie  their  RON  position  and  care  and  maintenance  of 
personnel  and  equipment*  at  1215  hrs  a  1/2  Infantry  received  10  rounds  of  SA  fixe 
from  vie  XT536478*  Artillery  was  placed  on  this  location  with  unknown  results',  x, 

A  patrol  was  dispatched  into  this  area  with  negative  contact*  2  1/2  Infant iy  re* 
laained  vie  BaU  THiNG  and  was  attached  to  the  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  upon  link-up.  Loca¬ 
tion  of  3/2  Infantry  («•)  for  the  night  of  10  -  *1  May  was  XT528473.  At  0845  hra 
the  2/2  Infantry  moved  from  their  BON  position  (XT5&5498)  by  foot  and  set  up  a 
hose  camp  vlo  XT580540.  From  this  location  they  conducted  local  S&D  operations. 

At  1018  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  destroyed  300  lbs  of  rice  and  2  bunkers  vie  XT583522* 

At  1230  hrs  C  2/2  Infantry  destroyed  a  250  lb  borab  vie  XT575543.  The  2/2  Infantry 
remained  in  their  base  comp  location  for  the  nigY;  of  '0-31  May  at  XT580540.  At 
C^05  hrs  the  1/28  Infantry  moved  t.  r.-ou.-  v  ?llagv  a':-  OBJ  72  (XT46445O)  pilot* 

%b  daylight*  The  result  of  this  operation  was  11  VCS  and  2  single  shot  rlfle3  be* 
lug  captured.  The  VC5  were  evacuated  to  BaU  TESNG  and  //ter  it  was  learned  that  , 

f  of  them  ware  confirmed  VC.  At  0929  hrs  the  1/28  Infantry  made  contact  with  1 
Sniper  vio  XT456A46.  Artillery  was  called  in  with  negative  results.  At  1011  hrs 
the  l/28  Infantry  received  sniper  fire  from  vie  XT460439*  At  1053  hrs  A  Troop 
f4  Cavalry  found  2  mortar  rounds  (305mm)  buried  in  the  road.  They  were  blowi^in 
ace#  At  1200  hrs  a  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  came  under  the  operational  control  of  the 
t  Icfantiy  Division.  At  0540  hrs  the  2/28  Infantry  (-)  moved  to  surround  the  \ 
village  at  OBJ  53  (XT557505  and  OBJ  54  (XT568505).  C  2/28  Infantry  remained  vie  ' 

34  Brigade  CP  to  provide  security  for  the  artillery  base.  The  2/23  Infantry  (•)  \ 
found  5  VC8  at  OBJ  54  and  discovered  that  the  village  at  OBJ  53  was  abandoned,  ' 
Indications  were  that  this  was  once  a  training  center.  The  2/28  Infantry  (-)  re-  \ 
turned  to  their  ROW  position  vie  Brigade  CP  at  0815  hrs.  At  1300  hrs  patrols  wmw  x 
diopatchod  by  the  2/28  Infantry  to  search  the  area  vie  the  Brigade  CP,  At  1630  hit 
one*' of  these  patrols  found  3  tons  of  rloe  vie  XT591499«  The  rica  was  evacuated*, 

2/28  Znfhntry  remained  in  the  vicinity  of  the  3d  Brigade  CP  for  the  night  of  10  • 

/  ll  May  I966,  The  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  come  under  operational  control  of  the  3d  Brigade 
at  1730  hrs  and  was  attached  to  B  1/2  Infantry,  1/4  Cavalry  (-)  moved  into  a  BON 
position  vie  XT497480  for  the  night  of  10-11  May.  B  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  and  B 
1/2  Infantry  BON  position  for  the  night  of  10  -  11  May  was  XT515485,  * 


/ 


On  11  May  the  1/2  Infantry  surrounded  a  village  vie  OBJ  82  (XT 5446)  with 
A  and  C  Companies  before  first  light,  C  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  was  attached  and  re- 
■eihod  in  reserve  vicinity  XT527474*  At  0637  hrs  approximately  20  VC  broke  through 
A  1/2  Infv .try  oordon  and  fled.  The  1/2  Infantry  (-)  conducted  a  thorough  search 
of  the  vi"1'  -ge  with  negative  results.  At  0844  hrs  tbs  1/2  Infantry  (-)  moved 
from  OBJ  62  to  a  blocking  position  vio  XT547474  sol  linked  up  with  A  and  C  1/2  Inf 
at'  1000  Ira.  The  1/2  Infantry  then  went  Into  a  defensive  perimeter  vie  XT552448, 
They  then  conducted  local  patrolling  and  prepared  for  the  next  days  operations.  At 
1700  hrs  B  1/2  Infantry  returned  to  1/2  Infantry  control  and  B  Troop  .1/4  Cavalry 
returned  to  the  1/4  Cavalry  control.  The  1/2  Infantry  spent  the  night  of  11  May 
vicinity  XT552488.  at  0335  hrs  2/2  Infantry  moved  fraa  vie  their  BOM  position  at 
H580540  tv  surround  OBJ  61  vie  XT5 50540*  At  0640  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  began 
•earthing  the  village  and  found  many  people  including  a  large  group  of  males  in 
the  village,  Vietnamese  officials  were  brought  out  to. screen  the  alee,  sad  at  a 
^result  1  VCS  was  apprehended.  At  0740  hrs  2/2  Infantry  found  a  directional 
entente in  a  house  in  OBJ  61.  At  3030  hrs  C  2/2  Infantry  received  automatic 
weapon  fire  from  7  VC  north  of  (MM  61  vie  XT552542.  The  f 0  wars  taken  wader  far s 
with  unknown  remits.  At  3335  hrs  fas  2/2  Infantry  sorronndsd  OOJ  62  vio  395554- 
Ah  2350  hr*  they  spotted  30  rs  plating  a  355m  round  in  the  road  vie  XT553542- 
fat  1C  were  taken  vadsr  firs  and  two  were  seen  to.be  hit,  fat  rwmlnrtsr  ef  the 
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2/2  Infantry  then  returned  to  their  BOM  position  vie  XT50O54Q  closing  this  loea<* 
tioa  at  1500  hrs,  The  2/28  Infantry  iacved  from  vie  3d  brigade  CP  at  0450  hrs  to 
surround  OBJ  32  (XT5649)#  a  search  was  maue  of  the  village  at  this  location#  No 
VC  were  found*  Several  VC  posters  were  found  in  the  village  school.  The  MiSOCaF 
team  was  brought  in  to  treat  the  villagers.  The  2/28  Infantry  departed  OBJ  52 
at  0945  hrs  and  closed  back  in  vie  3d  Brigade  CP  at  1100  hrs.  The  2/20  Infantry 
remained  in  the  sane  location*  13  Troop  1/4  Cavalry  and  B  1/2  Infantry  moved  at 
first  light  to  surround  OoJ  42  (XI5249' .  At  0715  hrs  L  Troop  picked  up  4  VCS  in 
OBJ  42,  At  0810  hrs  B  1/2  Infantry  and  B  Troop  moved  tc  surround  OBJ  43  (XT5151)# 

VC  propaganda  leaflets  were  also  found  Vie  OBJ  43#  The  search  of  OBJ  43  wag  &££ 
ploted  at  1030  hrs#  B  Troop  and  B  1/2  Infantry  set  up  north  of  OBJ  43*  The 
Brigade  CP  renained  in  the  sane  location# 

On  12  May  at  134?  hrs  1/2  Infantry  conducted  a  combat  assault  into  12 
BOCtuSTX,  After  an  air  aim  artillery  preparation  the  1/2  Infantry  closed  into  the 
42  at  1405  hrs  and  began  to  8&D  to  the  east  at  1445  hrs  with  C  1/2  Infantry  til  ths 
north  along  the  northern  edge  of  the  woods  (XT623479)  anti  A  1/2  Infantry  along  ’the 
trail  (XT625470)  and  C  1/2  Infantry  in  the  center#  The  1/2  Infantry  continued  to 
S&D  to  the  east  with  negative  Contact  and  Closed  into  a  BOH  position  vie  XT629481 
at  1730  hrs#  The  2/2  Infantry  began  moving  at  0755  hrs  from  their  BOH  position* 
(XT580540)  to  search  OBJ  63#  At  0904  hrs  the  search  was  ccnploted.  The  2/z  Inf 
found  numerous  punji  stakes,  foxholes  indicated  recent  occupancy  da  the  vicinity 
XT595537*  A  2/2  Infantry  started  to  S&D  to  the  east,  at  the  same  tiros  C  2^2  Inf*  - 
began  to  S&U  to  the  southeast#  Headquarters  and  B  2/2  Infantry  remained  vie  'BOH* 
poaitiontuntil  completion  of  extraction  of  excess  equipments  At  1225  hrs  2/2  Irt# 
Spotted  3  VC  vie  XT575541  and 'took  them  under  fire*  estimating  1  VC  WXA*  The  VO 
fled  to  the  west#  At  1350  hrs  extraction  of  equipment  was  completed  and  2/2  Inf 
fcegan  to  move  to  the  south  and  east  with  negative  contact.  At  1650  hrs  2/2  Inf 
Closed  its  BOM  position  vie  XT6285G7.  At  0700  hrs  l/28  Infantry  came  under  the 
^rational  control  of  the  3d  Brigade#  At  0750  hrs  1/28  Infantry  conducted  a  <<tcm 
bat  assault  into  12  BlbTX  (XT6625C3)*  The  l/28  Infantry  closed  at  0825  hrs  with  * 
negative  contact*  At  09I8  hrs  a  patrol  from  B  1/28  Infantzy  searched  to  the  Couth* 

At  1058  hrs  A  1/28  Infantry  reached  XT6446IO  with  negative  contact  and  began  So  • 
return  to  12  DUSIX  closing  at  approximately  1230  hrs#  After  A  1/28  Infantry  fclpSQil 
B  and  C  Companies  began  to  b&D  to  the  west*  At  1510  hrs  B  1/28  Infantry  found  a 
base  camp  containing  several  buildings  and  some  clothing  vie  XT619574#  Upon  enter* 
ing  the  comp  B  1/2C  .Infantry  wounded  5  VC  who  escaped,  killed  1  VC  by  body  Count*  e&d 
captured  1  VC#  B  1/28  Infantry  had  1  WIa  who  was  evacuated*  At  1510  hr3  C  3-/28  * 

Infantry  found  a  base  capp  containing  1C  buildings  and  several  command  type  bur^l^ 
There  was  also  an  assortment  of  clothing  in  the  camp  located  vie  XT621593.)  Upon\  • 
entering  the  camp  C  1/28  Infantry  wounded  and  captured  1  VC,  They  also  found  X  \ 
Sewing  machine  and  1  typewriter#  This  base  camp  was  destroyed  and  the  VC  was  «{&a\ 
coated#  At  1630  hrs  1/23  Infantzy  began  to  wye  bar&  to  the  east  to  their  K>M  \ 
position  vie  XT6565&J  and  closed  at  1845  hrs*  At  JUul  hrs  the  2/28  Infantry  CcJlA  \ 
ducteu  a  Combat  assault  into  12  &23IK2  (XT632458).  AS  2/23  Infantry  was  landing  ~ 
an  aerial  observer  spotted  about  30-50  VC  YiO  XT630443*  He  marked  the  location 
of  the  VC  with  violet  suc^e  and  the  FaC  began  to  call  In  an  airs  trike  cn  the 
violet  smoke*  At  this  time  Someone  on  12  BESIKS  also  threw  violet  smoke  and  & 
fighter  made  a  C3U  run  over  the  12  wounding  58  men  and  killing  2*  During  the 
evacuation,  of  the  wounued  a  3d  Brigade  OK  13  helicopter  was  damaged  by  a  OHIO 
hovering  in  the  vicinity*  The  OH 13  had  to  be  evacuated  which  was  'Sonpleted  at 
1411  hrs#  At  that  time  the  2/28  Infantry  began  to  S&D  east  along  the  Valley#  a 
destroyed  F21  helicopter  was  found  vie  XT629450  with  tail  number  42143#  The  * 

9/28  Infantry  continued  to  S&D  to  the  east  with  negative  contact*  The  2/28  Inf 
tiosod  into  its  BON  position  vio  XT657452  at  1625  hrs*  At  1733  hrs  2/2B  Infant jy 
received  BA  fire  from  the  northwest  and  South  of  their  BOH  position#  2/28  Inf 
Sent  patrols  to  investigate  with  negative  results*  During  the  day  the  1/2  Xnfa§> 
try  destroyed  48  bags  of  cement  vio  XT63Q475*  2/2  Infantzy  suffered  1  ISA  from  . y 
•a  snfci-poxsonnel  mine  vio  XT628507*  The  Brigade  ©  remained  in  the  sans  loCatfoQa  ^ 

On  13  Nay  at  064$  hxs  r,  3/2  Infantry  received  small  arcs  Hrs  trm  6  TO 
fie  XI633480*  The  TC  were  taken  under  fire  with  unknown  results*  At  0752  hrs  €  1/2 
Itiftntiy  enoountered  Several  booty  traps  vie  XT65Q486  sad  suffered  4  WIA*  The  3/s 
Jnffcntxy  had  begun  to  SUJ  to  the  east  when  elegants 
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Vio  XT683483.  The  1/2  Infantry  received  sniper  fire  while  entering  the  base 
Camp  with  1  US  WIa  suffered.  The  ba3e  canp  contained  75  grenades  and  material^  'm 
fcr  waking  grenades.  At  1636  lira  1/2  Infantry  («)  arrived  at  ROM  position  vio  • 
XT683485.  ii  1/2  Infantry  closed  that  location  at  1640  hrs*  At  130045  May  the 

2/2  Infantry  began  to  to  the  east  from  its  ROM  position  at  XT6285Q7*  At  0955 

hra  2/2  Infantry  spotted  4  VC  Tic  XT638576*  Tha.VC  fl?4  h6f.ro. thby  cculd.be 
taken  under  effective  fire.  At  1015  hrs  ii  2/2  Infantry  suffered  7  WIa  from  booby 
trapped  hanu  grenades  vie  XT644496,  At  1700  hrs  2/2  Infantry  arrived  at  RON 
position  vio  XT663508#  A'  patrol  was  sent  to  investigate  a  base  camp  spotted  $?<&  ' 

■  the  air  Vic  XI677515*  At  1725  hrs  this  patrol  received  sniper  fire  froa  yi<j 
XT677515  with  negative  casualties,  At  0515  brs  1/20  Infantry  suffered  4  WIA  and 
X  KIA  froa  a  short  81m  mortar  round*  At  0757  hrs  the  1st  lift  of  1/28  Infantry 

was  lifted  by  UHlD  froa  vie  their  RON  position  XT6550  to  an  12  vie  XT5237*  Jhe 

last  lift  of  2/20  Infantry  departed  the  PZ  at  C900  hrs  and  upon  closure  into  iZ 
came  under  the  operational  control  of  the  2d  Brigade.  The  2/28  Infantry  m&Ved 
from  via  their  RON  position  (XT632452)  to  the  northeast  along  the  valley*  .  At 
0921  hrs  2/28  Infantry  made  contact  with  an  unknown  number  of.  VC  vie  XT657450 • 

£  ’lting  in  1  frienuly  WIA.  Supporting  fires  were  called,  in  with  unknown  featmS*  *' 
The  '2/28  Infantry  also  discovered  a  small  base  camp  which  Contained  3  VC*  2/23  9 
Infantry  estimated  1  VC  KIa’*  After  conducting  a.  search  .of  the  area  the  2/28  In!? 
Continued  their  S&D  operation  to  the  northeast.  At  1231. hrs  elements  of  the  2/28 
Infantry  discovered  a  regimental  size  base  camp*  4  VC  were  in  the  camp  but  they 
©scaped.  The  camp  consisted  of  a  large  trench  system,  numerous  bunkers  and  ten 
huts*  nt  1636  hrs  1  US  soldier  was  wounded  as  a  result  of  sniper  fire  vio  XT660a>.\ 
459*  Artillery  lire  was  called  in  or.  this  position  with  negative  contact. 
tioa  of  2/28  Infant. 1 ry  fo-  the  iKg hi.  of,  1.3  my  XT60U46O,  The  3d  Brigade  *\ 
CP  remained  in  the  same  location**  \) 

■  *5* 

On  14  May  at  0500  hrs  B  1/16  Infantry  moved  from  LaI  KHiS  north  along 
RoUte  13  to  seoxre  an  area  for  the  Brigade  CP  and  the  2/33  Artillery  vie  XT787V  * 
466#  At  0530  hrs  B  1/2 1  Infantry  encountered  a  booby  trap,  resulting  in  2  US  WIA 
ViC  XT780420,  Ji  1/16  Infantry  secured  the  artillery  base  area  by  0030  hrs  with  ' 
no  further  incidents.  At  0955  hra  the  first  lift  of  2/33  Artillery  departed  fo’r 
XT787A66  by  CH47#  The  2/33  Artillery  add  the  Brigade  CP  closed  into  XT7C7466  at 
I045  hr3.  The  1 /Z  Infantry  began  to  BfidJ  north  and  east  from  their  RON  position 
at  0800  hrs,  at  0920  hrs  they  discovered  2  Very  old  baf-e  Camps  vie  XT605495# 

These  camps  showed  no  sign  of  recent  use*  The  1/2  Infantry  wa3  held  up  tem¬ 
porarily  until  the  artillery  wa3  In  position  to  fire  vio  XT787466*  They  were 
able  to  start  movement  again  at  2200  hra*  No  Contact  was  made  during  the  day  . 
and  at  1700  hra  the  1/2  infantry  moved  Into  a  RON  position  vie  XT,  02498#  The 
2/2  Infantry  began  to  S&D  to  the  east  la  2 one  at  0?20  hra*  At  0910  hrs  they  deg* 
truyei  c  email  base  camp  Vic  XT683511|  1  anti-personnel  mine  Vic  XT672514  and  a  * 
•mall  vfcxden  bridge  vie  XT6C0511#  At  1255  hr3  the  2/2  infantry  found  a  baca  camp 
yifl  XT710512  which  apparently  was  used  for*  manufacture  of  ansmniticn*  The  Camp 
was  destroyed*  The  2/2  Infantry  continued  to  66D  to  the  cast  with  no  furtherCojj# 
Wet  and  dosed  Into  a  RON  position  vio  XT732517  at  1705  hrs*  At  0700  hrs  2/23 
Infantry  checked  an  area  vie  XT66I462  where  there  had  been  Some  VC  tho  night  bow 
fere  and  artillery  had  been  fired*  Tho  2/28  Infantry  found  some  clothing#  deed* 
vents  and  medical  supplies  that  had  boon  abandoned  ty  the  VC*  Upon  completion 
of  this  seal  ch  the  2/23  Infantry  S&D  along  the  -.valley*  J017  hrs  they  suffered 
% 'WIA  from  a  booby  trap  vie  XT665465*  The  2/28  Infantry  continued  to  S&D  east 
a’th  negative  Contact  and  closed  into  a  RON. position  via  XT6y24?0  at  141700  Hay 

3.966*  The  ’brigade  CP  remained  in  the  same  location*  * 

*'  ... 

On  15  May  at  0750  hrs  the  I  h  TrfSrtry  boger  to  S6J3  southeast  from  their 
^ON  position  (XT705493)  along  the  valley*  At  0845  hrs  a  report  was  received  tea* 
ARVN  that  there  was  a  VC  00052007  vio  XX725486,  An  airstrlke  was  placed  on  this 
location  one  the  1/2  Infantry  checked  the  area  cut  with  negative  results*  Tho  \ 
1/2  infantry  continued  to  fi&l)  east  with  negative  contact  and  spent  the  night  la 
a  position  vio  X 1754492.  At  0735  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry,  began  to  SuD  to  the  east 
la  tone*  At  1030  hrs  the  reocc  platoon  spotted  2  VC  with  black  shirts*  and 
branches  on  their  backs*  vicinity  XT758528*  The  VC  fled' before  they  could  be  taken 
underfire*  At  1100  hrs  A  2/2  Infantry  destroyed#  mine  vie  XT777515*  The  2/2 
Infantry  Ooctlnaed  to  Sid)  to  the  east  with  negative  contact  and  closed  into  theiy 
RON  position  vie  H7Q5537  it  V20  hrve  8  tfio  Infantry  contlmed  to  prarSM  c*» 
ferity  for  th#  jripds  g  sat?  aftillery  bas©  >10X1787466*  Curing  rntzU* _ 
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Infantry  continued  to  secure  Brigade  CP  and  a.rtille.’y  base,  At  0300  hrs  2/23 
Infantry  began  to  So D  east  in  sere.  At  09#  hrs  2/23  Infantry  received  SA  fiffs 
from  an  estimated  VC  s^uad  vie  XT721459.  Artillery  fire  was  called  on  this  area 
with  unknown  results.  At  1312  hrs  2/2C  Infantry  had  1  man  UIA  from  sniper  firs’ 
yj 0^720470.  Thef  2/23  Infantry  continued  to  S&D  to  the  east  with  no  further  % 
contact  and  closed  into  a  ROW  position  'ic  XT775445  at  1?30  hrs.  The  Brigade  *  j 
jy  ^pnUL-i Tlp_rf,1  ha- ASEd  location.  ...  -J 

Onwirliay  li/66  at  1230  hrs  the  Brigade  TaC  CP  moved  from  vie  BAU  Ba!K>, 
.jySft&H&o)* fco  UI  KHE.  The  2/33 -Artillery  (-)  Conti mnd^-^upga^^  'fc3^  - 

from  vie -of  bAU  IUJJ0  whore  they  remained  overnight.  At  0000- hr3  the  l/2  Infant ry  r'^ 
(»)  moved,  f rofil  their  ROW  position  (XT757491)  to  Highway  13  vie  XT785485  where 
arrived  at  0/j5  hrs.  a  1/2  Infantry  remained  vie  of  RON  position  where  at  0343  \ 
hrs  a  portion  of  them  was  .  picked  up  by  UH1D  and  transported  to  the  Lai  .IKS  air#-  _ 

strip  to  link  up  with  aircraft  to  transport  them  to  RH0UC  VINE.  At  1104  hrs 
1/2  Infantry  (-.)  began  movement  on  Highway  13  by  truck  to  the  .LAl.XHS  airstrip^ 

The  1/2  Infantry  continued  movement  throughout  the  day  to  PHOUC  V1NH  and  upon  v'  ~ 
closure  came  under -the  control  of  the  1st  Brigade.  The  2/2  Infantry  conducted  .  , 
'operations  along  Highway  13  from  BJJ  LON*'}  to  XT7C54CS.  At  0305  hrs  the  2/2  Inf* 
found  a  mine  in  the  road  vie  17737519  c  At  081;  hrs  the  2/2  Infantry  -destroys  d  2^.. 
boohjrt rapped  CBU  bomba  vie  IT? 34496-  and  3  booby  trapped  M26  grenades  vie  XT7£*$ 

532.  At  0930  hrs  a  tax  iX01ecticn-i*B^  -vicJCP?92534.  At  3215  hrs 

the  2/2  Infanfrjcy-auf. fared  1  WIA  fren  &  sn!.por0  At  12.55  hr3  the  recon.  platoon  - 
had  reported  that  1  sniper  j-ua^d  cv*v  of  n  tree  at  XT7v9508„  The  recon  platoon 
pursueu  and  killed  2  VC  by  body  cour  t  are!  .api.nrod  2  weapons  and  at  1330  hrs  (4 
2/2  Infantry  killed  1  V0  'B0’:  -...•J  v.ptuxou  "  weapon  p»;»siLIy  ..ounuirg  another  VC 
vicinity  XT7B9469.  At  2400  hrs  recon  platoon  2/2  Infantry  destroyed  four  55  gh]^ 

Ion  drums  of  gasoline  and  six  5  gallon  containers  of  oil  vie  XT797512.  At  1516  \ 

hrs  C  2/2  Infantry  destroyed  a  mine  vie  XI734492.  It.  had  about  1D0  meters  of 
wire  leading  from  the  mine,  at  1525  hrs  C  2/2  Infantry  destvoyed  a  CBU  bomb  rig* 
ged  as  a  mine-  vie  XT7C5V-0  and  at  1540  hrs  2/2.  Infantry  received  sniper  firs  at- 
XT790397  and  placed  4.2  inch  mortar  fire  on  this  area  with  unknown  results,  . 

3615  hrs  C  2/2  Infantr:'  destroyed  an  AF  2.75  Inch  rocket  rigged  as  a  mine  vio 
492.  At  about  1710  hrs  the  AliVN  convoy  began  passing  the  area  secured  .by  2/2. 
Infantry,  After  the  convoy  cleared  the  area  the  2/2  Infantry  moved  into  a  RON . 
position  vie  XT735517  at  1945  hrs,  at  160355  hrs  Nay  C  1/16  Infantry  moved  ffoQ 
Ml  KHE  to  surround  A?  BEN  DONG  60  vie  XT792431  in  conjunction  with  the  2/23  . 

Infantry  and  to  seam'd  Highway  3 3  from  the  north  check  point  at  LaI  KHB  to  XT79Q# 

420,  At  0905  hrs  C  .1/16  Infantry  suffered  1 KIA  and  3  WIA  from  a  claymore  mine 
vio  XT753437.  At  3645  hrs  B  1/16  Infantry  received  sniper  fire  vie  XT7C6475.  Ut 
3645  hrs  a  man  from  A  Company  set  off  a  pressure  mine  along  the  road  vie  XT793-* 

435  destroying  a  U>$  jeep  and  resulting  in  1  KIA  and  2  WIa.  At  1837  hrs  thu  ARJM 
Convoy  cleared  the  1/l6  Infantry  area  and  at  this  time  the  1/16  Infantry  moved  V 
into  a  RON  position  vio  XT786464.  •  At  1910  hra  a  man  hit  a  pressure  mine  reoulf-* 
ing  in  1  WIa.  l/lf>  Infantry  closed  into  their  RON  position  at  2130  hrs.  At  • 

hr®  2/28  Infantry  aroved  from  its  SDN  position  (XT775445)  to  surround  the  village  v 
of  AP  BEN  BONG  SO  in  conjunction  with  C  1/16  Infantry,  The  village  was  searched  ' 
and  a  total  of  75  7(3  were  pi  deed  up  at  0820  hrs.  The  VC  set  off  a  command  do* 
t coated  mine  agoiuat  the  2/23  Infantry  with  negative  results  vie  XT795438.  At 
0900  hrs  the  2/23  Infantry  received  SA  and  M79  fire  from  vio  XT794436.  Mortal? 
fixe  was  placed  on  this  area  with  unknown  results «  At  1130  hrs  B  2/23  Infantry 
coved  by  truck  to  IaI  7 HE  and  at  1536  hrs  the  2/23  Infantry  (-)  was  relieved  in 
place  by  bo  1/16  Infantry  and  morod  by  truck  to  LaI  KHE  closing  at  1604  hrs 
and  aasvtdrg  base  comp  security. 

On  17  May  x/66  che  2/2  Infantiy  and  the  1/16  Infantry  operated  along 
Mitdrway  13  from  BaU  LONG  (XT7954)  to  LAI  KHE  fer  passage  of  an  aHVN  convoy  to 
the  south.  The  2/33  Artillery  (-)  continued  to  support  the  operation  from  vio 
XT7C7466,  Jho  3/l6  Znfantxy  enoountered  ntaorcus  booty  trapu  and  was  harrassed 
ty  snail  groups  of  VC  throughout  the  day  with  negative  casualties.  The  AHVN  eoa* 

S  cleared  the  34  Brigade  TAOH  at  1500  hr®  and  all  units  began  to  return  to 
HUE  fay  vehicle*  All  .units,  closed  into  Lei  XUS  at  173730  Ngr  2766  tenrfjoatfJg 
deration  HPKHWiAK. 
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b#  OMtTK^M  Equipment* 


Captured  idee 
Tobacco 

Medical  Supplies 
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Separate  Documents 

Shotguns 
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Carbines 

M24  Rifle 


Sub-oa  chiae^uu 
Tape  Recorder 
Dicycles 
Sewing  Machine 
toter  Pump  (6,25  HO) 
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Motor  S  cooter 
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MkJj&Gtt  Cojabat  Operations  After  Action  Be  port  (M,tCV/BCS/J3/32) 
o*  Friendly  Losses  1 


1$  toe  1966 
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27  Apr  66 
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30  Apr  66 
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2 
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3  May  66 

0 
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4  Kay  66 
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Tbs  logistical  base  for  tbs  Jtt  Brigade  Task  Fcros  mbs  with  tbs  OlylstoQ 
bate  at  tkt  HUH  3«  lbs  Brlguds  els— nts  nonaally  reeopplied  tram  O&MXXfc  Hi* 
«Dd  tram  1300-1800  hra  dtfly  by  QH1B  sad  <847  helicopters.  4t  least  two  hot  *m< 
*es*  provlddi  daily  to  Ineliirte  ooid  drinks  sod  cserfort  iU-ae  within  the  tactical 

The  Brigade  we— gad  y>  CHID  sorties  p*r  dqr  with  a  total 


*viiwvi>.e 

StfWSCTi 


Combat  0 


)'pmWioae 


After  Actitn  Re  pert.  (MACv/HCS/J3/32) 


I 


June  1966 


tonnage  of  34*3  tons  per  day.  The  artillery  battalion  averaged  ID  8ojtics  per 
day  with  total  tonnage  of  36  tons  by  CH47*  Medical  evacuation  and  support  w 23 
Provided  by  Division  elements.  Laundry  was  returned  to  Lai  KHjS  as  retired  foy 
washing  by  624th  QM,  The.^attalicn  lots  of  exchange  clothing  provided  by  tho 
Class  I  section  of  1st  S&T  battalion  did  not  work  out  as  well  as  planned*  The' 
were  not  enough  uniforms  for  a  change  for  every  man  and  most  of  the  tmifoftrjr 
extra  large  in  size.  During  the  period  14  •  16  May  1966  it  became  accessary 
displace  elements  of  the  Brigade  Trains  to  the  base  camp  in  order  to  preview 
quate  logistical  support#  The  time  and  distance  end  aircraft  availability  ! 
pered  this  requirement*  The  move  was  conducted  with  available  CHID  £olisopi 
but  it  is  recommended  that  in  future  operations  transport  fixed  wing  aircraf 
fgted  for  this  type  of  movement# 

14#  ^PECLA  B4UIPKENT  AWD  ^ECHfUQUHSl 


CONFIDENTIAL 


a#  The  2/ 2D  Infantry  experimented  with  the  new  cannister  round  fof 
tho  M79  grenade  launcher*  This  round  proves  marginal  in  its  initial  tests*  3a§  . 
fangs  is  quite  limited  and  it  is  necessary  to  aim  extremely  low  when  engaging  *  ■ 

targets  at  a  distance  of  40  meters#  In  order  t-o  train  personnel  in  the  employ** 

’  /  cent  of  this  ammunition  and  develop  confidence  it  is  recommended  that  sufficient* 
iy  large  numbers  of  this  anainitioa  be  issued  to  train  all  personnel# 


/ 


b.  Chain  saws  were  utilised  for  clearing  helicopter  landing  pads  1&  i 
i  dense  jungle* 


\ 


'  '  15*  COMMaMDBRIS  aW T.rsT^; 

/  Scab  lessons  learned  during  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  wares  j 

a*  Surrounding  objectives  prior  to  nr*t  light  Ly  moving  elements  dtlHhg 
/  the  hours  of  darkness  proved  to  be  very  effective  and  will  be  usedgocfS  often  In 
the  fhturo# 

b*  There  is  a  definite  need  fcp  tnrkscanship  and  rapid  joining  \ 
gSthin  the  Brigade*  v 


In  many  cases  during  Operation  BIRMINGHAM  the  VC  irere  able  'So  escape 
tofiauso  of  the  inability  to  kUl  rapidly  on  the  part  of  our  Soldiery 

e#  Rot  enough  L0H*s  or*  available*  Each  mints  nance  tteeds 

tfCCluSlVe  use  of  an  LOH  fop  tuc  op  three  hours  per  day  then  moving  £4  ih®  Juhglse 


d*  The  length  of  5&D  operations  during  the  rainy  season  Should  be 
limited  to  6  «  ID  days  fop  health  jaaeoai#  Many  of  Brigade  personnel  developed 
Mores*  lushes*  and  respiratory  ailments  after  about  6  days  due  to  sot  - clothing 
and  boots* 

e  • 


e*  There  Is  a  definite  (toed  fop  training  of  81m  mortar  cress  to  Climb* 

•  accidents# 

,  *  i* 

•  _  I#  Pathfinders  supporting  the  3d  Brigade  most  know  the  exact  pickup 
and  Lumber  of  aii  craft  available  prior  to  the  oondnet  of  an  operation*  The 
1'a.th  finder*  escv.  be  at  the  pickup  site  no  later  then  one  boor  prior  to  arrival 
of  tbs  aircraft* 


C  -  Each  compaxy  eiaod  unit  needs  a  drying'  beat  op  soon  for  radios  and 
ort>  £*1  et,~ifBcnt*  Some  radios  went  to  the  field  In  a  dup  e^ndlti^n  and  soon 
gave  out*  To  start  with  dry  radios  and  batteries  would  insure  longer  availability# 


U  fte  selection  of  the  3d  Brigada  to  bs  tbs  nan  to  attadk  00SV*_. 

i»  «a  indication  of  the  someUsst  eat  sHHspp  suabilities  of  the  tsdts _ _ 

feat  —Kiss  our  gating  tesas  the  attest  m  ttofimSag  titty  m  tad  the] 


